LET THE BIBLE SPEAK SERIES
Ronny Wade, Speaker

"AFTER THIS MANNER PRAY YE"

In Matthew 6:5-13 we have recorded, the powerful prayer example taught by Jesus.
Previous to the prayer, Jesus gives some general rules that govern our prayers. He points
out in verses 5-8 that we are not to make long prayers, nor are we to pray in order to be
seen of men. Prayer is private, and not for purposes of staging some kind of
demonstration. We should not call attention to ourselves, but rather seek to communicate
with God in an humble reverent manner. Beginning in v. 9 Jesus says we should pray:

1. " QUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN:

This phrase recognizes the fatherhood of God. He is our father by right of creation
(Genesis 1:1), by right of preservation (Matthew 6:25-30), and by right of redemption
(John 3:16-17).

We pray to God, not to the Holy Spirit, not to man, not to the virgin Mary, but to God.

This phrase also recognizes heaven. Jesus believed in Lieaven. In John 14:1-4 he affirmed
that in his Father's house many abiding places existed. He has gone to prepare a place for
us. Paul wrote "For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." Heaven
is a reality, and those who deny it, deny the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Only those who are His children can address God as "our Father". One bcomes a child of
God by faith and baptism, Galatians 3:26-28. We are born of water and Spirit. (John 3:5)
Hence only those in Christ, those who have been baptized into him can rightly claim to be
the children of God. We can see how important it is to be in Christ where all spiritual
blessings reside.

2. "HALLOWED BE THY NAME"

The word "hallowed"” means to render or pronounce holy. The name of God should
always be celebrated, venerated, and esteemed holy at all times. This simply means that
we should never take the name of God lightly or in an irreverent manner. "Thou shalt not
take the name of the Lord thy God in vain." (Exodus 20:7) "God is greatly to be
feared...and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him." (Psalms 89:7) Today
men use God's name as a by-word, often carelessly, sometimes irreverently. All such
language is forbidden. Anyone who so uses the name of deity demonstrates not only a lack
of knowledge, but a lack of respect as well.



3. "THY KINGDOM COME"

It is noteworthy that the first thing mentioned in this prayer is the kingdom or church.
Even though the kingdom had not come at that time, it occupied first place in this prayer.
No wonder Jesus commanded us to seek the kingdom first. (Matthew 6:33)

At this time Jesus and those about him were waiting for the Kingdom to come.

1. He promised to build it in Matthew 16:18

2. He taught that it was not an earthly kingdom in John 18:36

3. The scriptures taught that "it was at hand" that is it was about to come in the near
future. Matthew 3:2 and 4:17

4. Jesus even taught that some living at that time would live to see the kingdom come.
Mark 9:1

5. In Acts the second chapter we see the establishment of the church or kingdom come
to pass. This was on the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ.

6. We also read that the members of the church at Colosse were in the kingdom
according to Colossians 1:13. This is true of members of the church everywhere.

Thus we see Jesus giving recognition to the Church and its importance in this prayer.
Many today relegate the Church to a place of insignificance and unimportance. Not so
with Jesus. He realized and taught its necessity. The impending establishment of the Lord's
Church was of primary concern to this prayer.

Today we cannot pray for the kingdom to come, since it already has. However, we can
pray for its growth, welfare and future. If it was important to Christ then, it should be
important to us today. Are you in the Church? Have you been baptized into Christ? If not,

you need to do so today.
4. "THY WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN"

Jesus recognizes that God's will has priority over any man's will. Therefore we must
always obey God rather than man. Our Lord exemplified this principle in his own life. "I
seek not mine own will but the will of my father which sent me." (John 5:30)
"__nevertheless not my will, but thine be done." (Luke 22:42) Man's whole duty is to fear
God and keep his commandments. (Eccl. 12:13)

Henry Ward Beecher called this part of the prayer "most fearful". If applied to our lives, it
is without doubt, revolutionary. We all know that God's will is done in heaven. We are
here told to pray for the same thing on earth. We often say these words, but what would
happen if God answered them, in detail, immediately? What would happen to your
business if His will was done on earth as in heaven? What would happen to your home,
your church relationship, your thinking, your speech, your friendships, your time, your
money? Would there be revolutionary changes? Very likely there would be.




5. "GIVE US FOR TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD"

This recognizes God as the provider and giver of all material blessings. "Every good gift"
comes from him. (James 1:17) This phrase also recognizes and emphasizes man's
dependence upon God. "But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in
glory by Christ Jesus." (Phillipians 4:19) Without God we would be helpless and hopeless
in this present world.

6. " AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS"

Here we see the reality of sin, the need of forgiveness from God, and the need of forgiving
others.

Sin 1s all about us. We see it in broken marriages and homes, ruined hearts and lives. Sin is
a debt. Debt often brings shame, guilt, burdens, and misery. Forgiveness for this great debt
comes from God. All men need it and must have it in order to be saved. Jesus said "If ye
believe not that I am he ye shall die in your sins..." (John 8:21).

The need to forgive others is also taught here. "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly father will also forgive you your trespasses." (Matthew 6:4) Hence, we must
learn to forgive others, if we expect to be forgiven by God.

7. "AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION"

Let us not be put to the test. Temptation is real, not an illusion. All temptation comes from
satan. Such things as pride, selfishness, passion, hatred, lies, unbelief, self-will etc. come
about as a result of our being tempted by satan to sin.

We may become our own temptors by putting ourselves in the way of temptation. We
cannot afford to "pitch our tent" toward Sodom as Lot did. When we do, we suffer the
consequences as he did. The Scriptrues teach that God tempts no man, but we are tempted
when we are drawn away of our own lust and enticed.(James 1:13) Paul tells us that
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man, but God is faithful
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that which ye are able to bear." (1Cor.10:13)
This same verse teaches that God will with the temptation provide a way for our escape.
We must, however, look for it in order to find it.

8. "BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL"

Or from the evil one. The idea is deliver us from satan. The work, influence, and power of
the devil are real. Jesus never made light of the devil, he never joked or pretended that he
didn't exist. He was well aware of his power from the encounter recorded in Mt. 4:11. We
are told that "...then the devil leaveth him and the angels came and ministered unto him."
Paul wrote that we should avoid satan getting an advantage of us. (2Cor.2:11) James tells



us to resist the devil and he will flee from us. (James 4:7-8) We should all stay as far away

from the evil one as possible. Encounters with him are always bad for the person trying to
live right.

This beautiful prayer of example is concise and to the point. It is not "wordy" or lavish,
just simple and direct. It points not only to the necessity of prayer, but to its power as
well. We must ever remember that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much. (James 5:16)




