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All Things New
2Cor.5:17

We see all about us, the defilement and corruption of humanity. When we survey the evil
purposes of the heart, we say with Isaiah “All we like sheep have gone astray.” (53:6) and
Paul “all have sinned” (Rom.3:23). Because of this, we are aware of the radical and vital
change under which man must go in order to please God and be saved.

This change involves a translation from the kingdom of Satan to the Kingdom of Christ:
Col.1:13-14 “He has delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins.” Jesus refers to this change as conversion. Mt.18:3 “except ye be
converted...” and as the new birth in John 3:5 “except a man be born again...”

In our text, Paul spoke of this change resulting in a new creation. The new creature in
Christ no longer measures men by human standards of race, natural gifts, social standing,
or possessions. Paul, no doubt, remembered that at one time, he himself had so measured
Christ, hence he quickly adds: “Even though we have known Christ after the flesh...” i.e.
he at one time his knowledge of Christ consisted of one based on external, mistaken

standards. “Yet now we know him so no more...” that is, we no longer judge Christ after
these false and artificial standards.

“If any man be in Christ...” Paul used this phrase “in Christ” or its equivalent, no less than
169 times.

It is in Christ that we have a new life, old values are rejected, old standards are repudiated,
old lusts are crucified, and all spiritual blessings are ours.

I. What Constitutes This Change?

A. The old man is put off---Eph. 4:22-24,
1. What is the old man? “that which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts.” This
spiritually corrupt man is:

a. Crucified--Gal.2:20 “I am crucified with Christ...” “nevertheless I live, yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.”

b. Buried. Romans 6:3-4 “We are buried with him by baptism...” Col.2:12 “buried with
him in baptism...wherein also ye are risen with him...”
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a. The burial is equal to death, that 1s, death to sin.
b. The resurrection is representative of life that is, a life to righteousness.



3. The new creature is raised

a. No part of the old man should be raised. There is no such thing as a holy child of the
devil or an unholy child of God.

b. The child of God will be tempted and transgress but not on a continual basis.
Romans 6:12 “let not sin reign in your mortal body...” He is a new creature, a new person.

4. Many try to become a new creature and hold on to the old man. This cannot be.
a. As a Christian we are to “abhor that which is evil, cleave to that which is good”
Romans 12:9 and

b.“abstain from the appearance of evil...” 1 Thess. 5:22.

I1. The New Man Must Be Put On--Gal.3:27.

a. Gal.2:20 “Nevertheless I live; yet not I but Christ liveth in me.” The mystery of the
New Creation is that Christ lives in Paul. Through this union with Christ Paul was an
entirely new man with new ideals and purposes.

b. Paul was still Paul after his conversion, new birth, etc. He was as diligent in his work
and labor. The difference was “what” he did and the direction of his efforts. Instead of
persecuting Christians, he led them to Christ.

III. The New Creature in Christ Has:

A. A New Life.

Born Again, all things new, what a difference. The old things i.e. friends, sinful ways,
ungodly practices, places etc. are all gone. In their place, a new speech Col.4:6-- “let your
speech be always with grace...” no cursing or swearing, a new attitude toward your
neighbor--Mt.22:39 “love neighbor as self...,” a new spirit toward enemies--Mt.5:44 “love
enemy...,” a new business and social rule--Mt.7:12 “whatsoever ye will, therefore that men
do unto you, do ye even so unto them...,” and, a new way to spend the Lord’s
day--Heb.10:25 “Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together...”

It Is The Land of Beginning Again:

“I wish that there were some wonderful place called the land of beginning again
Where all our mistakes and all our heartaches and all of our poor selfish grief
Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at the door and never put on again.

For what had been hardest, we’d know had been best

And what had seemed lost would be gain

For there isn’t a sting that will not take wing, when we’ve faced it and laughed it away
And I think that the laughter is most what we’re after in the land of beginning again.

Sin brings defeat to our life New life brings victory and hope--a new beginning--a new
page--a new start.

B._A New Center Around Whom Life Revolves--Christ.




Phil 2:21 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me...”

Story: Rear Admiral Richard Byrd went to the South Pole. And one day while exploring
he became hopelessly lost in a sea of wind and snow. He drove a pole in the ice and tied
his scarf to it. Using it as a center to which he could always return. In so doing, he was
able to find his way back to base camp. We all must have a home port, a place of reference
to which we can return. In math is it the decimal, in language, it is the basic rules of
grammar, inn Religion it is Christ: To the new Creature: Christ is the answer to all of life’s
problems He is our yardstick and standard by which we measure right and wrong.

Not the world, not friends, not society at large or the culture of the time, only Christ can
determine what is right and wrong. He does this through His word. Jno.8:32 “Ye shall

know the truth and the truth shall make you free.” Jno. 17:17 “Sanctify them by thy truth
thy word is truth.”

Jesus is our example in a world of demoralizing values--1Pet.2:21, our leader in the midst
of confusion and conflicting voices--Heb.1:1-2. Every action, word, deed, relationship of
our like must be governed by “What would Jesus Do?”

C. ANew Name.

Isa.62:2 “And Gentiles shall see thy righteousness and all kings thy glory and thou shalt be
called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord shall name.” Isa. 56:5 “Even unto them
will I give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of
daughters: I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off.” Acts 11:26 “The
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch” Acts 26:28 “Almost thou persuadest me
to be a Christian” 1Pet. 4:16 “If any man suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed...”

When one wears the name of Christ, he is responsible for conducting himself according to
the rules laid down by Christ, his Lord. We become and should exemplify everything for
which the name stands. By our life we can--drag it through the mud, so to speak or we
can glorify it in thought, word, and deed.

D. A New Occupation.

There are two forces in the world--evil and good. When one becomes a Christian he/she
aligns immediately with Christ. Mt.12:30 “He that is not with me is against me.” Mt.6:24
“No man can serve two masters...” The bible pictures the “new creature” as a soldier, who
has enlisted for life in the army of the Lord. We are told to: 1Tim.6:12 “Fight the good
fight of faith,” 2Tim. 2:3 “Endure hardness as a good soldier,” Eph. 6:11-13 “Put on the
whole armor of God--(the message in these verses points up the necessity of (1) standing,

(2) resisting and fighting the devil and all his enemies, or withstanding, (3) and “having
done all to stand”.)

The obvious message to the new creature is, as a soldier, we must fight in order to
survive.



Some don’t want to get involved. They want to stand on the sideline and watch.
However, as soldiers we must join the battle fight to the finish.

Whatever this world can offer in the form of riches, fame, or power, It can never offer
anything comparable to that which God offers the Christian through Christ. He gives:
forgiveness, victory over sin and death, and the hope of everlasting life, peace with God
and all men, and finally a home in heaven. When this world had done its best for us, it is

short indeed. Our lives are bounded by the cradle and the grave. Just a short span between
the beginning and ending.

In Christ all things are different. The outlook extends to eternity.

1Ino. 3:2 “Beloved now are we the sons of God and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be, but we know that, when he shall appear we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is.” 1Jno.5:12 “He that hath the son hath life, and he that hath not the son of God, hath
not life.” Jno. 14:1-3 “Let not your hearts be troubled...in my father’s house are many
mansions...” 2Pet. 3:13 “Nevertheless, we according to his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.” Death to the “new creature” is but the
passageway to a new world. A home prepared, for all the redeemed.

As the soldier, beside his lonely campfire, thinking of home, falls asleep and dreams of his
loved ones back at home, so the Soldier of the cross in the thick of the fight, is
encouraged to press on in the fight by the beautiful vision of the home over there.” After
the battle of Richmond had been over several days, a man was found dead with his hand
on the open bible. The summer insects had taken the flesh from the hand, and there was
nothing but skeleton fingers pointing to the open page and passage which read: “Yea,

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me.”

Do you have this promise? If not prepare today.



