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As A Man Soweth
Galatians 6:7-8

Our text today lends itself to three very important points: (1) the specific meaning of the
statement “whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap™ has reference to
communicating (supporting) those who preach the gospel. (2) the general meaning has
reference to the law that states “every seed shall bring forth after its own kind,” hence
whatever we sow we shall reap. (3) Then Paul gives the general rule a spiritual meaning
by saying that “whosoever soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption and
whosoever soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

This passage contains a truth no infidel will deny. They may deny others, but not this one.
This statement is true even if the bible were destroyed. It is not true because the bible says
it, but the bible says it because it is true.

The passage does not read “whatsoever a man soweth he might reap, or he could reap, or
he should reap, but he will reap. It is true of every person. True of the king, prophet,
priest, preacher, president. True of all.

Moses told the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh to go with the other nine and
one half tribes to conquer Canaan. In contemplation that they might not obey he warned
“be sure your sin will find you out.” Numbers 32:23. He was pointing out that sin and its
consequences are inseparably joined. This truth is taught throughout the bible.

Proverbs 30:23 “Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter and the wringing of the
nose bringeth forth blood, so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife.”

Job 4:8 “Even as | have seen, they that plow iniquity and sow wickedness, reap the
same.”

Psalms 137:8 “O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall be he that
rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.”

Isaiah 59:18 “According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries
recompense to his enemies, to the islands he will repay recompense.”

Hosea 8:7 “For they have sown the wind and they shall reap the whirl wind.”

Hosea 10:12 “Ye have plowed wickedness ye have reaped iniquity.”

I. The Principle Exemplified In The Life of King Ahab

Naboth who lived next door to the palace of King Ahab was unjustly slain by the King




because he refused to sell him his vineyard. Elijah, the prophet of God, was dispatched to
confront Ahab with the sin he had committed. When he arrived he told the King “where
the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, they shall lick your blood, even yours. And the dogs
shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. 1Kings 21:19; 1Kings 21:23.

When Ahab went into battle a soldier from the opposing army shot an arrow that pierced
the chest of Ahab that fatally wounded him. The driver of the chariot headed for the
palace, but by the time he arrived Ahab was dead. They washed the floor of the chariot
with water and the dogs came and licked his blood in the very spot where they had licked
the blood of Naboth. Ahab reaped what he sowed. Likewise Jezebel was thrown from the
palace. When her body hit the pavement below it splattered and the dogs came an ate her
flesh. A horrible sight and a terrible death. Yet both in their death were paying for the sins
they had committed. They were reaping what they had sown. They found out that one
does not change God’s immutable law. One may suffer without sinning, but one cannot
sin without suffering.

II. The Principle Examined

A. We reap what we sow. Genesis 1:11-13

This is true literally, figuratively, and spiritually. Some fail to grasp this and think they
can sin without any consequences because of a wrong concept of God. They see him as an
over indulgent grandfather type. He is surely a God of love, but is also described as a
“consuming fire.” Hebrews 12:9 Vengeance is mine, I will repay saith the Lord. Romans
12:19.

Some people lose sight of this truth because of the lapse of time between the infraction
and the consequence. The scripture says “Because sentence against an evil work is not
executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men, is fully set in them to do evil.”
Some today feel that if they are not immediately punished, they have gotten by without
punishment at all. Such is not true. Jesus spoke of the destruction of Jerusalem in
Matthew 24. The prophecy given at that time did not come to pass for forty years.

The lapse of time did not negate the truth of what Jesus said. In the same way we should
realize that even though a lot of time may elapse between the sin and its consequences, it
would be a mistake to think that there will be no consequences. When we think we can
sow one thing and not reap, we are trying to mock God. Yet Paul plainly said “God is not
mocked...” The word “mock” means to “turn up the nose.” It is a gesture of contempt.

Some today feel they can escape the consequences of their sin if they can conceal their sin
from others, or if their sin is forgotten and regarded as in the past, or by using religion as
a devise to secure immunity from the consequences of sin. But none of these are true.
Once we sin, unless we are forgiven by God, we must reap what we have sown.

B. We Reap More Than We Sow
Else why would we sow? We sow one bushel, yet we reap many. We sow one sin, but




reap many heartaches, and much sorrow. The idea that sin never comes back to haunt us,
is false. We must never forget that when we sow to the flesh, we will reap more than the
single sin or act. Multiplied returns will confront us as a result of our ungodly living.

C. We Reap Longer Than We Sow.

We sow in a moment, we reap for years. The farmer who plants a field, does so in a few
hours. The harvest, however, will take months. The same is true with our lives. Examples
are abundant: the boy who on graduation night got drunk and while driving under the
influence of alcohol had an accident that killed three innocent people, lived for years with
regret. The young girl bound for college, who carelessly became involved with a young
man and became pregnant, had to abandon her plans for college and raise the child. The
woman who seeks and obtains an abortion does so in just a few minutes. However the
pain and regret of that decision will remain with her for years. It doesn’t take long to
commit a foolish act, but it takes years to live it down. We reap longer than we sow.

D. Nature Makes No Allowance For Mistakes

Another aspect of the law of sowing and reaping is the fact that nature makes no
allowance for our mistakes. I read one time of a man who liked radishes. Each year he
would plant several rows in his garden. One year when he bought the seed, someone at
the factory had made a mistake and put flower seeds in the packets marked radish seed.
That year the man had beautiful flowers, but no radishes. Nature could not say, this man
planted flowers, but because he thought he was planting radishes I will go ahead and
produce radishes instead of flowers. Nature could not do that, because every seed
produces after its own kind. The same is true in the spiritual realm. Just because one may
be honest and sincere in what they are doing, doesn’t mean that we will not reap the
results of our sins and mistakes even thought we had the best of intentions. Forgiveness
will remove the guilt and bring one into fellowship with the Father, but does not dispense
of the reaping. The consequences of sin remain. The would will heal, but the scar
remains.

The Bird With The Broken Wing

I walked through the woodland meadows, where the sweet thrushes sing,
And I found on a bed of mosses a bird with a broken wing,

I healed its wounds, and each morning it sang its old, sweet strain;

But the bird with a broken pinion never soared as high again.

I found a young life broken by sin’s seductive art,

And, touched with Christlike pity, I took him to my heart.

He lived with a noble purpose, and struggled not in vain;

But the life that sin has strickened never soared as high again.

But the bird with the broken pinion kept another from the snare,




And the life that sin had strickened raised another from despair,
Each loss has its compensation there is healing for every pain;
But the bird with the broken pinion never soars as high again.

May God help us all to remember that we reap what we sow.



