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Back To Bethel
Gen.35:1-7

Jacob has been described as representing the best and worst in man. When we see him
cheating his brother, Esau, he is at his worst. When we see him making vows to God, he is
at his best. He was a man of many troubles; unfortunately most of them he brought on
himself. He was in deep trouble when the words of this text came to him. If Jacob ever
needed God, he needed him now. He had just cause to be afraid. Shechem, a son of
Hamor the Hivite, a prince in the country, had defiled Jacob’s daughter Dinah. Shechem
wanted to marry her. Dinah’s brothers, Simeon and Levi, conspired to get revenge.
Shechem and Hamor wanted to be friends. They proposed that they intermarry with the
descendants of Jacob and vice-versa. The sons of Jacob agreed on the grounds that all the
men be circumcised, as they were. The proposal was accepted and these two were
immediately circumcised. The other men followed. Two days later when everyone was in
great pain, the sons of Jacob entered the city and slew all the men, and plundered the city.
To his sons Simeon and Levi Jacob said “You have troubled me by making me obnoxious
among the inhabitants of the land...” “T am few in number, they will gather themselves
together against me and kill me. I shall be destroyed my household and 1.” Note the words
of Gen.35:1 Then God said to Jacob, “Arise and to up to Bethel and dwell there; and
make an alter there to God, who appeared to you when you fled from the face of Esau
your brother.” Jacob had disguised himself and received the blessing from his father Isaac.
Esau, embittered, by this resolved to kill his brother Jacob. Knowing this, his mother told
him to flee to Haran where her brother Laban dwelt. When Jacob fled, he went out from
Beersheba toward Haran. He came to a certain place and decided to spend the night there.
Taking a stone for a pillow he lay down to sleep. He dreamed and behold a ladder was set
up on the earth and its top reached to the heavens and the angels of God were ascending
and descending on it. In the dream God promised him the land upon which he lay as an
inheritance for himself and his children. When he awoke he said “surely the Lord is in this
place and I did not know it.” “How awesome is this place, This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” That morning he arose and took the stone
that he had put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top of it. And called the
name of the place Bethel. He then made a vow that if God would keep him, and be with
him, so that he could come back to his father’s house in peace, the Lord would be his
God, and the stone, which he had set, would be God’s house and of all he had, he would
give the Lord ten percent. Note Gen.35:1-7 Jacob needed to return to Bethel. To the
House of God. Jacob was glad to go. He had sinned deeply, and felt the need of God’s
mercy. He had cheated others and been cheated. Life held no peace of heart for him, for
he had sinned. There are times in all of our lives when we need to return to Bethel and
build an alter. The hearts of pious men need to be turned toward heaven so that our
prayers and offerings may ascend on high to the throne of God.




Like Jacob and many others, there are things that come between us and our duty. Things
that separate us from God and his way. Old Song: Back to Bethel I must go, Back where
the rivers of sweet waters flow, Back to the true life my soul longs to know, Bethelis
calling, and I must go.

What does it mean to go back to Bethel?
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Jacob’s first love was for God, but he had forgotten him in the m rush of life.
The Lord, rebuked the church at Ephesus because they had “left their first love.” A
Christian man was saying good-by to his son. He put his hand upon his shoulder and said
to him, “Wherever you go, always remember whose son you are.”

Wherever we go we should remember that we belong to God, and that he is our first love.

0 Pethel ivig

Here is a girl, she has many boy friends, one day the right one comes along. She loves him
with all beart. He must go away for a while, but he knows her heart is his. While away
others come and try to claim part of her love. But she says “no” its all for him. She is true
every second of her life.

We go along in this life and the old sinful world is our friend, but then Jesus comes into
our hearts and we surrender to Him. Satan comes along and says “give me part of your
life.” We should always say “ No, Jesus has the first place in my heart and life. What a pity
that it has not been that way with some. They love the things of the world more than the
things of God. God is calling us back to Bethel and back to our first love. Look at what
Jacob said to his family when he started back to Bethel “put away the strange gods that
are among you” Gen. 35:2. They gave up their strange gods, and Jacob buried them under
an oak. We need to dig a grave for our false gods. They need to be buried. The god of
pleasure and lust, the god of money and riches, the god of the cares of this world, the god
of our jobs, clubs, and worldly entertainment.

Lord Melbourne went to church in London one day. When the sermon was over he rushed
out of the church saying “That preacher is a fool. He seems to think that religion has
something to do with a practical personal life.” Few people are able to withstand the
pressure of modern life. There is the pressure to: (1) conform---Rom. 12:1-2 “I beseech ye
therefore brethren, that you present your bodies living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to
God; and be not conformed to this world...” (2) The pressure to lower our
standards---1Peter 4:4 “In regard to these they think it strange that you do not run with
them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.” (3) There is the temptation to
become as the Romans with reference to: lying, stealing, immoral conduct, etc.

Years ago a boy in Minnesota died of diphtheria. Family cleaned out house and fumigated
every room except one closet seldom used. They moved back into the house.

Some days later a shawl was taken from the closet and wrapped around one of the
children when they went out. There was a germ in shawl. The disease broke out again and
three lives were lost.




Sin is more deadly than diphtheria. We cannot afford to clean up only one part of our life.

An eccentric country preacher, traveling along a country road stopped at a beautiful home.
He wondered if the people there were Christians. He knocked and the woman came to the
door. He asked “Madam, does Jesus live here? She was astounded so much so that she
could not reply. He repeated the question, and still she could say nothing.

The old preacher went on down the road. That night she told her husband. He said “didn’t
you tell him we belonged to the church?” “No, he didn’t ask that.” Didn’t you tell him
how much we give the church?” No, he didn’t ask about those things.” He wanted to
know if Jesus lived here, and that’s different.”

II. Back To Bethel, Means Back To The Bible.
Henry Van Dyke said “a man who has been through one hundred high schools and
universities and who does not know the bible is not an educated man and never can be.

Daniel Webster said “the Bible is the secret of the blessing which rests upon our country.
If we neglect it our doom will be sudden and complete.”

Nations that forget God, will be turned into hell (Psa.9:17). People forget God, because
they forget His word.

A preacher taught an old man to read. Later on he met the old man’s wife and asked her,
“How is your husband getting along with his reading?” “Fine, she replied.” “I guess he
can read the Bible well by now, can’t he?” “Oh, he’s out of the Bible and into the
newspaper, now,” said the woman.

A ship was wrecked in the South Seas. The sailors climbed into the small boats and
pushed off. Suddenly two of them jumped in the water and swam back to the sinking ship.
They had forgotten their compass. It was the only guide in the unknown waters, and it
was worth risking their lives to get it.

The Bible is our compass: tells us where we are, where we are going, and where we need
to be.

It is a spiritual compass: Determining right from wrong 2Timothy 3:16-17. It tells us if
we are saved or lost. It locates us spiritually. It tells us what to do in order to be saved. It
negates the ideas of man such as Faith only, pray through, come to mourners bench, or
some special dispensation from God. Sets forth the bible plan for salvation
Hear-Believe-Repent-Confess-Baptism.

It is a moral compass: not the world, not society or culture, not what is popular, but
morality as God defines it. Right and wrong, as determined by the word.2Cor.10:12 “For
we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend themselves.
But they measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among
themselves, are not wise.” See also: 1John 2:15, James 4:4 and Romans 12:1-2

.



1. Back To Bethel Means Back To God In Time Of Trouble.

A Life can’t be all sunshine. Clouds will come, and the sky will darken. What a shame
that many people have no place to go, when troubles overwhelm them. Note: John 11:1-7
read-—then 11-14-—then 17-36. These two sisters went to Jesus in time of death and
loneliness. Where do you go, when the troubles of life come upon you? We must return to
Bethel in time of: Sickness--death--Adversity--and loneliness.

IV. Back To Bethel Means Back To God When We Sin.

In the long ago, we read about Abraham who had sinned while in the land of Egypt.
Because of a famine in canaan, he had left and gone into Egypt. Sarai, his wife was a
beautiful woman. Abraham feared that the Egyptians would take her and kill him, so he
told her to say she was his sister instead. The Egyptians commended her to Pharaoh, when
they saw her beauty, she was taken to his home. God at this point sends plagues and
Pharaoh calls Abraham and confronts him with the truth. The king sends him away and he
returns to Canaan. As he returns, outwardly he seemed none the worse, for it was to that
sin that he owed much of his great prosperity. But for all his possessions he was not at
peace. The sting of his own conscience coupled with the knowledge that he had sinned in

God’s sight drove him to the alter: Read Gen. 13:1-4. At this point Abraham had a need
that only an alter could fill.

A. Lincoln said “I have been driven to my knees many times by the overwhelming
conviction that I had no other place to go.” The prodigal son had to go home according to
Luke 15. David’s sin with Bathsheba, haunted him day and night, it took the joy of
salvation away from him, David would never be complete until he returned to God.

If you are away from God, you need to come to him today.



