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Good morning and welcome to our program. It is always good to have you with us today.
Your presence in the audience indicates an interest on your part in the things that make
for a better life in this world and an even better one in the world to come. Today I want to
talk with you about the difference that Christ can make in your life. There are certain
things that make a distinct difference in our lives, things that change us, altering not only
our appearance, but our inner being as well. Sickness makes a difference. A friend who
was once strong and healthy, becomes ill, last time I saw him he was but a shadow of his
former self he was hardly recognizable. Marriage makes a difference. People who marry
the right person are greatly influenced by that individual. Ex. young man marries a
devoted Christian. His life is changed for the better. He becomes a different individual.
Environment makes a difference. People who suffer from allergies and asthma often
move to a dry arid climate and regain their health. Others live among the wrong people
and influences and their lives take a turn for the worse. Time changes people. I know
several men who at one time had a full head of hair, today they are bald. The years have
taken their toll. The wrong type of learning changes a person. A young man goes away to
college and is influenced by the teaching of his professors who scoff at true religion.
When he returns home he refuses to go to church “I have learned better...” he says.

There are changes that come in home life and in business life. There are changes that
come in social and personal life. There are changes that come in thoughts and words.

But there is no change that can come to a man that can compare with the one that happens
when one meets the master and comes to Christ. Let us notice some Lives That Were

Changed By The Master

A. The Woman At The Well. John 4:6-20 and v.25-42

Jesus comes to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, where Jacob’s well is located Tired and
weary, he sits by the well. About the 6th hour (noon Jewish time) a woman arrives.

She had come to draw water for the daily needs of life. She came with her water pot.

The text would also indicate that she came:...with misery in her life...with an ache in her
heart...with frustration in her mind...with guilt on her conscience...with shame on her face
and with burdens on her shoulders. Jesus is thirsty and asks for a drink. (Obviously a way
to open a conversation which would lead to this woman believing in him.)

Since it was not common, for Jews and Samaritans had little to do with each other, the
woman is shocked that he would ask her for water. Jesus says “if you knew who it is who
says to you give me a drink you would have asked him, and he would have given you
living water.” Jesus realized that despite her fallen life, if she understood the truth, she
would accept it. v. 15 indicates an element of misunderstanding, on her part “give me this



water that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.....” Call your husband, Jesus said. “I
have no husband...” “You have well said I have no husband. For you have had five
husbands and the one whom you now have is not your husband, in that you spoke truly.”
v. 18 we are not told of the nature of the five marriages or why they ended. Hence we
must leave it there. However, she was now living a life of sin. She did not deny or offer
any excuses for her situation. She does change the subject. v.25 This woman says “I know
that Messiah is coming”...”when he comes he will tell us all things.” What a priceless
jewel of faith lay at the bottom of this poor beleaguered woman’s heart. We are told later
that this woman “...left her water pot.” Important as the water pot was, to that woman,
what a negligible trifle it became to her whose heart had just been lifted up to see the
Christ. v. 39 “and many of the Samaritans of that city believed in him because of the
word of the woman who testified he told me everything I ever did.” One can only marvel
at this woman’s willingness to make the exposition of her shameful life the principal
evidence that would lead a city to the Lord. What a change is this! The poor soul who
only two days before had gone to the well in the heat of noontide, in solitary isolation,
and shrinking from the scorn of neighbors, has suddenly been elevated to a status of
equality and acceptance on the part of all. There was...a different look in her eyes...a
different sound in her voice...a different expression on her face...a different song in her
soul ...a different feeling in her heart, and a different purpose in her life. She was changed
2Cor.5:17 “...0ld things had passed away.”

B. Saul of Tarsus

No man was ever changed as much as he was. A great persecution arose against the
church after its establishment. Stephen a man full of faith and power did great wonders
and signs among the people. In Acts 6 he received severe opposition. Seized and brought
before the council, he made his defense in the form of a powerful sermon.

Being cut to the heart, they gnashed at him with their teeth, and stoned him to death.
“And the witnesses laid their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.” Acts 7:58
Acts 8:1 “Now Saul was consenting to his death.” v.3 “As for Saul he made havoc
(destroy, ravage, lay waste) of the church, entering every house and dragging men and
women, committing them to prison.” “dragging” “violently dragging persons along...”
Vine Acts 9:1 “Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest and asked letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus,
so that if he found any who were of the Way whether men or women, he might bring
them bound to Jerusalem.” While on his mission something happened that changed his
life forever Acts 9:3-9. Light shined about him, “why persecutest thou me.” “What will
you have me to do Lord” v. 20 “Immediately he preached the Christ...” He calls the
people he had been persecuting “my beloved brethren” Instead of hating Christ, he loved
Him as few men have. Instead of despising the cross, he said “God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.” “I am crucified with Christ” “I am
determined to know nothing among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified.” It was Paul
who wrote “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation, old things are passed away, all
things become new.” 2Cor.5:17




3. What It Means To Be In Christ
A. To be in Christ is to be in His spiritual body, the church. Romans 12:4-5 “For as we

have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so
we, being many are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”

B. One is baptized into Christ--Romans 6:3-4 “know ye not that so many as were
baptized into Christ were baptized into his death...”

C. A new Creation in Christ 2Cor 5:17 )
D. No Condemnation in Christ if we walk after the spirit--Romans 8:1 “There is therefore

no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus who walk not after the flesh but after
the Spirit.”
E. In him we have redemption and an inheritance that fadeth not away. Eph. 1:7 and 11
4. Old Things Pass Away
Old sinful pleasures, old friends and evil relationships, the old doubts and suspicions of a
sinful life, the failures, habits, and rebellion of evil living

5. All Things Become New

We will study three areas, where being in Christ makes a significant difference in our life.
a. Christ gives us a new attitude about authority.

Our world would be in a state of chaos without some kind of authority. It is the great
regulator of our lives. (Nation, businesses, games etc.)

In Christ we not only learn the value of authority in religion, but respect for it as well.
Gen.1:1 “In the beginning God...” Psa. 90:2 “Before the mountains were brought forth or
ever thou hast formed the earth, even from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.”
Rom. 9:20-21 “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing
formed say to him who formed it Why have you made me like this?” Rom. 3:4 Let God
be true and every man a liar...” Mt. 28:18-20 “All power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth..” John 5:27 “And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he
is the son of man.” John 12:28 *‘He that rejecteth me and receiveth not my word hath one
that that judges him, the words I speak unto you the same shall judge you in the last day.”
Heb.2:1-3 “Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we have
heard, lest at any time we should let them slip...” The word of God must be respected. It
cannot be taken lightly. Our attitude cannot be one of rebellion, rejection, or apathy. In
Christ we adopt the attitude of “speak Lord, thy servant heareth. God said it, we believe
it, and that settles the matter. All matters.
b. Christ gives us a new attitude about self.
Prior to coming to Christ, we may have been wrapped up in ourselves. We were
interested in our own wants, and desires. We had a distorted view of our value and
worth. We may have been self-centered and conceited. In Christ we are no longer pleased
with ourselves. We see the need for improvement and change. As a Christian we can
never be satisfied with things as they are Phil.3:13-14 “Brethren, I do not count myself to
have apprehended, but this one thing I do forgetting those things that are behind and
reaching forward to those things that are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God, in Christ Jesus.” In Christ we are no longer self-conceited. We do not




have an exaggerated estimate of our own abilities and powers. God hates pride. Prov.
6:16 “a proud look” It is of the world 1John 2:15 “Love not the world...” God resists the
proud--Jas.4:6 “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.” .
In Christ we are no longer self-willed---obstinate, stubborn, set on having one’s own will
or way. 2Peter 2:10 “But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness
and despise government. Presumptuous are they, self willed, they are not afraid to speak
evil of dignitaries.” self-willed “denotes one who, dominated by self interest, and
inconsiderate of others, arrogantly asserts his own will” Vine. Refuses to change or

consider an opposing view.

c. Christ gives us a new attitude about others.
In Christ we have the right attitude toward our brother. Mt. 5:22 “But [ say unto you, That

whoever is angry with his brother, without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment;
and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but
whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.” Perhaps no other activity
or attitude so well defines the difference between one out of Christ and one in Christ as
the way we treat other people. Raca--an Aramaic expression meaning “empty head” Fool-
-stupid fool or vile apostate. The idea is that in this context all insults of every kind are
sinful and that all our derogatory and deprecatory expressions against our fellow human
beings are murderous. In Christ we forgive our brethren. “So likewise shall my heavenly
father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their
trespasses.” Mt.18:35 We must keep on forgiving. Mt. 18:21-22 “Then Peter came to
Him and said Lord how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him” Up to
seven times? Jesus said to him I do not say to you up to seven times, but up to seventy
times seven.” We must forgive like Christ. Lk.23:34 “Then Jesus said Father forgive
them for they know not what they do...” We must forgive in order to get forgiveness
Mt.6:14-15 “For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you, But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.” In Christ we restore our fallen brethren. Someone has said that “the army of
the Lord is the only army that shoots its wounded.” “Brethren if any man be overtaken in
a fault, ye which are spiritual restore such an one...” Gal. 6:1 God has a law of pardon for
the erring Christian. James 5:16 “Confess your faults one to another and pray for one
another....” Acts 8:22 “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness and pray God if perhaps
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.” In Christ we love our brethren.
1Pet.2:17 “Love the brotherhood...” 1Thess4:9 “Ye yourselves are taught of God to love
one another. In Christ all things are different, because of the difference He has made in
their lives.

I had walked life’s path with an easy tread

Had followed where comfort and pleasure led.

And then by chance in a quiet place, I met the master face to face.

With station and rank and wealth for a goal,

much thought for my body, but none for my soul;

I had entered to win life’s mad race, When I met the master face to face

I had built my castles and reared them high,



“Till their towers had pierced the blue of the sky;

I had sworn to rule with an iron mace, When I met the master face to face.

I met him and knew him and, and blushed to see,

That his eyes full of pity were fixed on me;

And I faltered, and fell at His feet that day,

While my castles vanished and melted away.

Melted and vanished; and in their place, I saw nothing else but the Master’s face.
And I cried aloud: “Oh make me meet To follow the marks of thy wounded feet.
My thoughts are now for the souls of men; I have lost my life to find it again
E’er since one day in a quiet place, I met the master face to face.



