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Contrary Winds

Matt.14:24

In the above text, the disciples had just returned from a preaching tour through Galilee.
They joyfully related to Jesus what they had done and taught. The followers of John had
just come to Jesus with the message that Herod had put him to death. This revived in
Jesus the remembrance of John’s nobleness, and suggested to him the great trials that lay
before him. In order to prepare himself for these trials, and to fortify his disciples against
the difficulties that awaited them he took them to the eastern side of the lake for a period
of rest and retirement. The people, however, saw and followed, and soon gathered round,
whereupon he taught them far into the afternoon. Having compassion upon them, he
provided food from five loaves and two fishes, all that was then available, and fed five
thousand men beside women and children. The people were aroused with enthusiasm and
were on the verge of taking him by force and making him king. He sends the disciples
away, and dismisses the multitude, and then goes up into the mountain to soothe and
refresh his spirit by fellowship with his Father. While thus engaged in prayer, the disciples
were contending with a furious storm on the lake. Storms were common here, and often
sudden and severe. At the time of this lesson the wind came down with such fury that even
strong and experienced rowers, such as the fishermen-apostles, were unable to make but
little headway against it. After rowing for approximately nine hours, they had gone no
more than three miles. In the fourth watch of the night the Lord came to their relief
walking on the water, and after he entered the boat, the wind ceased, and they speedily
reached the other side.

This incident suggests an interesting analogy in our voyage through life.

1. Man Still Has To Battle Contrary Winds.

Our world is one of exertion and struggle. Man must face the elements in the material
world and wrestle with the forces of evil in the moral and spiritual world. God does not
Jay restraint upon the winds, but permits them to blow against us. It is never easy to resist
the forces of evil and pursue the course laid out by the Lord. Children of God in all ages
have had to face contrary winds. The winds of hate, misrepresentation, betrayal, and
persecution. The winds always seemed contrary to everyone who has had an earnest and
high purpose in life.
It wasn’t easy for Enoch to walk with God like he did. No doubt there were those:

who criticized and condemned his lifestyle

who mocked and laughed at his convictions

who denounced and avoided him on the street



who blasphemed and cursed him to his face
who persecuted and provoked him in every way
It wasn’t easy for Enoch to go against contrary winds, but he did it.

It wasn’t easy for Noah to build the ark as God commanded him. No doubt there were
those:

who denied that he had heard God speak

who questioned his wisdom in building such a contraption

who refused to assist him with any of the work

who derided and jeered at him preaching the message of righteousness
No, it wasn’t easy for Noah to swim against the current, but he did.

Nor was it easy for Abraham to leave his homeland and journey to the land of Promise.
No doubt there were those:
who called him foolish and unwise
who endeavored to discourage him and tried to talk him out of it
who suggested to him that the road there would be filled with perils and difficulties
who tried to stand in his way and keep him from leaving home
No it certainly could not have been easy for Abraham t leave all behind, and follow god to
a place where he had never been before, but he did it.

And I’'m sure it wasn’t easy for Paul
to continue to preach with love after those he had preached to tried to stone him to

death
to continually suffer with his tormenting “thorn in the flesh”
to accept being bitterly opposed by those who should have supported him
to live in a cold lonely prison chained to a Roman guard but he did it.

Furthermore, it probably wasn’t easy

for Moses to lead the Israelites our of Egyptian bondage, but he did it.

for Elijah to pray down rain after three and a half years drought, but he did it

for the four lepers of Samaria to walk into the camp of the enemy, only to discover that
the enemy had fled, but they did it

for the three Hebrews to refuse to bow to the golden idol, for the refusal meant being
thrown into a fiery furnace, but they did it

for Daniel to continue to pray three times a day although he know some were
conspiring against him, but he did it

God’s people have always had to face contrary winds in their pursuit of truth and
righteousness. We are no different today.

1I. Adverse Winds Discipline Us.

By having plans go wrong, we learn to be more humble and more dependent upon God.



Unrealized aims teach us to say, “If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this or that” James
4:15. As long as the sailing is smooth, we can go on our way without seriously thinking
about our course, but when some difficulty retards or stops our progress, we are then
brought face to face with a particular situation. God knows that we need chastisement.
Though grievous at the time, it is for our good. “Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit
of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” Heb. 12:11.

I11. Contrary Winds try our Faith.

“By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the
promises offered up his only begotten son” Heb. 11:17. It seemed to be an opposing
command that required Abraham to offer his son on the alter. For God had promised to
bless him through that son. But he laid his son on the alter and “stretched forth his hand
and took the knife to slay him.” It was then that God stayed his hand and said, “Now I
know that thou fearest God.” Gen. 22:12

Iv.

Job is an example: He was “perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed
evil...the greatest of all the men of the east” Job. 1:1-4. On a certain day his cattle were
stolen by the Sabeans; his sheep were destroyed by fire; his camels were taken by the
Chaldeans; nearly all his servants were slain; and his seven sons killed in a storm (Job
1:13-19). This great man became even greater after all this befell him. He “fell down upon
the ground, and worshipped, and said, naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked
shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of
the Lord” (Job. 1:20-21). “In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly” Job. 1:22.
This was not all. He was afflicted “with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his
crown.” His wife tried to get him to curse God “Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse
God and die” Job. 2:9. He said “thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” J ob 2:10.
His friends also chided him, but he withstood the fiery trials of opposing forces. He said
“When he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold” Job. 23:10. And he did.

V. Some Contrary Winds We Must Meet.
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Phil.2:15 “that ye may become blameless and harmiess, children of God without fault in
the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world.” 1Thess.5:22 teaches us to “abstain from every form of evil.” Jas.1:27 enjoins upon
us the obligation of remaining unspotted from the world. The opposition to this goal may
be clearly seen by the things which are put in our way i.e. (all forms of evil currently in the
(world). It is not easy to go against this contrary wind, but we must if we are to become
what the Lord expects us to be.
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Jesus had this heart breaking experience. Judas gave him a betrayal kiss. When such
happens to us, we need to remember “the disciple is not above his master, nor the servant
above his lord” Mt. 10:24. Mt.5:11 tells us “blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My name sake.” We cannot
control the actions of others, but we can control our response. Jesus said “Pray for them
which despitefully use you, and persecute you” Mt. 5:44. Paul is an example of how to
handle such difficulties. See 2Cor. 11:22-28.

t] i
So many are called upon to bear the heavy burden of physical disability:

bodies twisted and deformed,

bodies depleted and wasted by cancer,

mothers with children who have no minds and whose bodies are deformed.
Such a powerful and discouraging “contrary wind” this is. There is the story of Deacon
who had a terminal illness. He was in great pain and endured great suffering. But he was
always happy. When asked why, he said “This has been the greatest experience of my life.
“I've learned what is important. This illness saved my soul. What is 20 or 25 years if I can
live forever with God?” James 1:2 “Count it all joy, when you meet various trials.”
IT MAY NOT BE EASY, BUT IT’S NOT IMPOSSIBLE

I can assure you that it wasn’t easy for many Christians in ages gone by, who were
extremely persecuted for their faith in Jesus Christ...

to face the sword and the guillotine, but the faced it

to watch their loved ones suffer torment, but they watched it

to have their eyes poked out with hot irons, but they suffered it

to suffer their tongue cut out with sharp blades, but they experienced it

to undergo having their bodies beaten and their bones broken, but they encountered it

to be locked up in prison and shackled in chains, but they were
nevertheless they kept their faith and trust in God, and when death would finally lay their
bodies low, their souls soared high into the presence of a compassionate, loving, and
merciful God. Though the winds may often be contrary for the child of God, and though
the burdens may be heavy, and the opposition discouraging, we should never forget how
much worse it would be, without God in our lives.
Just remember:

all the lonely days and sleepless nights spent and suffered without God

all the burdens and the shackles of sin you had to bear day after day

all the shame and embarrassment you endured that was caused by sin and foolishness

all the helpless and hopeless situations you had to face “alone”

all the miseries and heartaches you experienced, with on one to really care

all the problems and difficulties you encountered...that seemingly had no solutions or
answers. No, it may not be easy always to do what is right and what is Christ-like, but it’s
certainly not impossible, and besides, think about the reward for successfully rowing
against contrary winds.



