LET THE BIBLE SPEAK SERIES
Ronny F. Wade, Speaker

Detours On The Highway To Hell
2Peter.3:9

There are but two ways of life: (1) the straight and narrow and (2) the broad way.

The way of the world leads to hell; the way of the cross leads to Heaven. Mt.7:13-14
God is not willing that any should perish, and, in his love has placed detours on the
highway to hell. The sign over the prison door read: "all who enter here leave hope
behind." That is true of hell. One of the greatest motivation’s for a changed life, is a
conscious awareness of the reality of hell. Hell is described in Luke 16:19-31. It is a place
of torment and punishment forever. Rev. 14:11 "the smoke of their torment ascended for
eve and ever." Mt.25:46 "And these shall go away into everlasting punishment..." Hell is
prepared for, the devil and his angels Mt.25:41, those who obey not the gospel 2Thess.
1:7-9, and the unfaithful---2Pet. 2:20 " For if, after they have escaped the pollution’s of
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning."
Over and over God calls for repentance: Lk. 13:3, Acts 2:38, Acts 3:19, Acts 17:30
Why? God is trying to prevent our going to hell. He is not willing for any to perish.

1. The Bible is a Detour on the Road To Hell.

It would be much easier to be lost, evil, sinful, an unbeliever, if it were not for the bible.
The bible changes lives and re-arranges priorities. David said "Thy word have I written in
mine heart that I might not sin against thee." The bible makes people better "Every hour 1
read you, it kills a sin, or lets a virtue in to fight it." Isaac Walton. A rich man who obeyed
the gospel was asked by a preacher why he accepted the truth. He replied, “it was a text I
had heard 35 years ago, and could not forget. "If a righteous man is scarcely saved, where
shall the sinner and the ungodly appear." The bible reveals God' plan of salvation Rom.
1:16. It reproves, rebukes, and exhorts 2Tim.3:16-17 creates faith Jno.20:30-31, and
pricks and cuts the heart, Heb.4:12 and Acts 2:37.

II.

This is God's plan to save 1Cor.1:21. They bring repentance Acts 2:37. Many converted
through the preached word. A sermon sometimes timed just right prevents us form a
serious sin, or causes us to do our duty. Many come to church with no idea of obeying the
gospel, but the power of the word compels them. Think of the power of the preached
word in Acts 24 and 26 when Paul preached to Felix and Agrippa.

1. Chugstian it sl Laveil € L he Road "

Those who love Christ, bring others to him. "One of the two who heard John speak, and
followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his own brother Simon,
and said to him, "We have found the Messiah (which is translated, the Christ) And he
brought him to Jesus..." Godly wives bring their husbands to Jesus "Wives likewise, be



submissive to your own husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a
word may be won by the conduct of their
wives, when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear." 1Pet. 3:1-2

Godly mothers bring their children to the Lord. 2Tim.1:5 "When I call to remembrance,
the unfeigned faith that is in the that first dwelt in thy grandmother Lois and thy mother
Eunice and I am persuaded in thee also." Hannah in 1Sam.1:27-28 "For this child I
prayed, and the Lord has granted me my petition which I asked of him. Therefore I also
have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives he shall be lent to the Lord..." i.e. granted to
the Lord. Man who obeyed the gospel said " brother... won't my mother be happy when I
write and tell her what I have done." That mother had no doubt been praying for him.

Dwight Moody told story of girl in England who went bad her mother sent picture of her
self to bar-rooms and dives of London with message written on it “I love you, please come
home.” That girl saw the picture and did return. A son, leaving home, was embraced by
his mother who said "My son, I will be praying for you." Moses Mother refused to allow
his life to be taken. She protected him. Later he became a great leader of God’s people.
Hebrews 11:24

IV. The Old Rugged Cross is a Detour on the Road to Hell.

The cross is the power of God 1Cor.1:18 "For the preaching of the cross is to them that
perish foolishness, but unto us that believe it is the power of God." Here we are crucified
to the world. Gal. 6:14 "But God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ by whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the world." If you have
passed all other barriers, don't pass the man on the cross. Take a long look at him,
here is what you see:

Prior to his actual crucifixion Pilot gave the order for him to be scourged.

The prisoner is stripped of his clothing, and his hands are tied to a post above his head.
The Roman legionnaire steps forward with a flagrum in his hand (short whip consisting of
several heavy leather thongs, two small balls of lead attached near the end of each.)

At first thongs cut only the skin, then as blows continue and they cut deeper into
subcutaneous tissue. First there is just oozing of blood from capillaries and veins of the
skin, then the spurting of arterial bleeding from vessels and underlying muscles. Continual
blows result in the skin being torn into long ribbons and the entire area becomes a mass of
torn bleeding tissue. The half fainting Jesus is then untied and allowed to slump to the
stone pavement wet with his own blood.

He is now led toward the hill of Calvery. In spite of his efforts to walk erect, the weight of
the cross is too much and he stumbles and falls. He tries to rise but human muscles have
been pushed beyond endurance. Simon of Cyrene carries the cross, and Jesus follows,
bleeding and sweating the cold, clammy sweat of shock until the 650 yard journey from
the fortress Antonia to Golgotha is completed. He is then stripped of his clothes and
thrown backward his shoulders pressed against the wood. The legionnaire drives the
spikes into his hands. The cross is then lifted upright. His feet are now pressed backward
extending downward and a spike is driven through each arch. The victim, now crucified,
waits for death.




Common method of ending crucifixion was to break the legs of the victim. The thieves
legs are broken, but Jesus already dead, so not a bode of his body was broken. A lance
was then driven through his side, evidently through the pericardium and into the heart, and
forthwith came blood and water. Take a long look at the old rugged cross. Can you pass
it by?

Geo. Matheson was spurned in love because of the certain blindness which he faced. He
told his bride to be of the fate that awaited him. Upon learning of this, she told him that
she could never become his bride, for he would be helpless and have no way of supporting
her. Sad and broken hearted he returns to his apartment. When he entered the door, his
eyes gazed upon a purported picture of Jesus. He went to his room and thinking of the
Savior he wrote: “O love that will not let me to, I rest my weary soul in thee

I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths, its flow may fuller richer be.”
The road to hell is broad and steep. The farther you go the faster you travel. If you ever
intend to turn around do it now. You have put it off too long already. The road that leads
to heaven is a long, old trail, and if you ever expect to get there, you are going to have to
start soon. If you have been on the wrong trail, turn around and take your stand for Christ
today.




