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THE BIBLE DEFINITION OF SIN

In (1John 3:4) we read "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is
the transgression of the law." Sin is a violation of the law of God. Our attitude toward the
scriptures is therefore very important. To fail to obey the commandments of God will
result in sin. To go beyond what is written is sin. Such actions, whether born of ignorance
or open rebellion against what God has said, result in the same outcome. We may sin in
what we say. David said, "I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue"
(Psa.39;10). We may also commit sin by thinking the wrong thing. Jesus taught
"Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
already in his heart” (Mt.5:28). Deeds and actions may also cause one to sin. Paul spoke
of some Corinthians by noting "I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have
not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have
committed" (2Cor.12:21). One of the most troubling aspects of sin, is the fact that we can
sin by not doing what we know is God's will. "Therefore to him that knoweth to do good,
and doeth it not, to him it is sin" (James 4:17). An unused knowledge of one's duty is sin.
Often referred to as the sin of omission. In (1Jn0.5:17) we read "All unrighteousness is
sin: and there is a sin not unto death." Unrighteousness may be defined as a deed violating
law and justice, an act of unrighteousness. It includes every breach of duty and everything
that comes short of the requirements of justice.

THE ORIGIN OF SIN

In the beginning, we are told that Satan came to Eve in the form of a serpent, tempting her
to violate the law of God. Unfortunately he was successful. Not only did she sin, but she
enticed her husband, Adam, to do so as well. Jesus declared "Ye are of your father the
devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it "(John 8:44). Sin began in
rebellion against God, and continues as such today. When people want their way more
than the way of the Lord, they are tempted and led to sin.

CLASSES OF SIN

1. Open Sins. Some sins are committed before all. Evidence of such confronts us on a
daily basis. "Some men's sins are open before hand, going before to judgment, and some
men they follow after” (1Tim.5:24). The indication of this verse is simply that sin in the
lives of some men sin is obvious and they are led by those sins on to judgment. In others,
you must wait awhile before they give themselves away. But in time, their sins become
apparent as well.



2. Secret Sins. "For God shall bring every work into judgment with every secret thing,
whether it be good or whether it be evil." (Eccl. 12:13-14). We may hide from others, but
not from God. We may cover our sins and decieve our family and friends, but not God.

3. Personal Sins. Such an example is given us in Acts chapter five and verse one. In this
situation we have the case of Ananias and his wife Sapphira. These two sold some land
and lied to God about the price they received. Even though it was a personal matter
involving a personal transaction they had no right to lie to God. They could not hide
behind the fact that it was "personal business". Neither can we.

4. Congregational Sins. In 1Cor.5:1, we learn about a case of immorality in the Corinthian
church. Instead of dealing with the matter in a scriptural manner, some of the Corinthians
were taking pride in the fact that this man was among them. Such a situation held the
possibility of corrupting the entire church. Paul, thus, commanded them to put this evil
man away from their midst. To deliver him to Satan, i.e. withdraw their fellowship from
him, in order to prevent his sin leavening the whole lump.

5. Sins of Omission. Sins of this type are commited when we fail to do what God has
commanded us to do. It is failing in our duty. It is doing nothing, when something needs
to be done. We cannot afford to neglect this "great salvation” (Heb.2:2-3).

6. Sins of Commission. These sins are committed when we violate or go beyond the
teaching of the scripture. "Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God..." (2John 9). We must be careful not to go beyond what is written.

7. Sins of Weakness. The advice of Jesus in Mt.26:41 to his disciples is appropriate here
"Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation..." So many times we through weakness
are led to sin. We may not plan it. We may not even want it. But at the time, weakness
causes us to be vulnerable to the tempter. That is why we should do everything possible to
strengthen ourselves against such attaks by the devil.

8 Ignorant Sins. It is also possible to sin through ignorance. Paul said "This is a faithful
saying and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;
of whom I am chief" (1Tim.1:15). Yet he declared that he did it ignorantly in unbelief
(v.13). His ignorance did not excuse him, however. Neither will it excuse us.

9. Wilful Sins. "If we sin wilfully..." (Heb.10:25-26). What a terrible thought. Yet, it is
possible for all of us. When we willfully, with knowledge, do that which we know is
wrong, we sin. If we presist in such sinful conduct without repentence, we will be lost. If
we reject the sacrifice of Christ, there is no more sacrifice for sin. A very serious thought
with equally serious consequences.

Sin fills the world today. Many live as though nothing is wrong or sinful. Such, however,
is not the case. Violating the will of God is still sin, and sin still condemns. The scriptures
say so, be sure you listen to them.



