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Gifts From Heaven

Not all gifts are from God, but “every good gift and every perfect gift is from above”
James 1:17. Just as pure light comes from the sun, which is the fountain of all pure light,
so all good comes from the father, who is the fountain and source of all good. All
temporal and spiritual blessings come from God. The temporal blessings are dispensed
universally. Mt.5:45 “...make sun rise on evil and good, and rain to fall on just and
unjust.” The Spiritual blessings are reserved for those in Christ Eph. 1:3 “Every spiritual
blessing in Christ.” God manifests his love by giving. Jno.3:16; 1Jno.4:8-9 “He that
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through him.” Today I want to talk with you about the gifts that we receive from heaven.
These gifts are far greater than any earthly gift we might receive or any prize that might
be awarded us while here on earth.

L. The Gift of His Word. Heb.4:12 “For the word of God is living and powerful...”The
bible is no ordinary book. “Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” People over the years have tried to destroy God’s revelation to man, but God has
preserved and protected it. The bible has been burned at the stake,

Thrown to the four winds, Locked away from the people, yet still lives.

In search of truth, our minds explore--A thousand books of classic lore,

From treasured tomes of every age—-We glean the words of seer and sage.

We sift these words, and from them cull--The wise, the true, the beautiful

Enriched with the best of east and west,--We come back from our wisdom quest

To find that all the sages said--Is in the book our mother’s read.

Today critics say, “It is simply a book full of mistakes and myths” They tell us the story
of Jonah is “folklore” The story of the resurrection is Just a fable. That Hell is just the
figment of our imagination. These critics appear on the scene, have their day then pass on.
While the bible still stands.

1. God gave us the Bible to tell us of Himself,

Through the ages men have cried out, “Show us the Father and it sufficeth us.” In the
bible we see all that we need to know of Him. The Spirit reveals him to us. Paul in
Athens--Acts 17 “...beheld an alter with this inscription, to the unknown God...”

He is not a stranger to us, for the bible reveals him to us. His power, might, love, etc.

2. God gave us the Bible to tell us of Jesus.

This wonderful book tells us of his coming, birth, life death and resurrection. The
prophecies of the Old Testament said he would come, the N. T. confirms that he did.

It tells us he is coming again. It tells us what he did, said, and will do. Robert Ingersoll
and Lew Wallace were friends. Wallace said “I’'m going to study the bible and write a
book that will destroy it. As he studied he was converted to its truth, and ended up writing




Ben Hur a book that extolled Jesus and, caused many to believe.

3. God gave us the Bible to guide us. David said “thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path.” Psa.119:105 Now a lamp doesn’t light one all the way, just one step
at a time. Baby Moses was put in a basket by his mother. And the basket was daubed with
pitch and slime. The years went by and a geologist from Standard Oil said to himself “if
there was pitch and slime in Egypt, there must have been oil over there.” So they drilled
for oil..the rest is history. Do you want to know how to live---read your bible 2Tim.3:16-
17 Is it your duty to run a home, rear a family, plan a life? Read your bible, “Fear God
and keep his commandments--the whole duty of man.” Eccl. 12:13 Do you want to
discover how to do the most good in your life? Read the book. The word of God is an
infallible guide. One can never lose his way so long as he follows the instructions of this
book.

4. God gave us the Bible to comfort us. If you have ever been away from home, blue and
lonely etc, and get a letter, you know the joy brought by that letter. It lifts your spirits.
Here in this world we have our troubles and difficulties. Sorrow oft bows us low.

The bible is like that letter. It lifts and comforts us. Woman who lost her husband
suddenly. “If someone had told me a year ago that I would have to go through this
sorrow, [ would have told them I would not be able to do it. However, I have found
comfort in God’s word, it has helped me through the dark hours. Paul: “For I reckon that
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us.” Rom.8:18 Mt.28:20 “Lo I am with you even unto the end of the
world.”

1. The Gift of His Son. Jno.3:16 “For God so loved the world...” No gift in the world can
compare with this gift. Justice and Mercy met in Christ. Luke 2:11 “For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” God gave us someone to
bear our sins, someone who died in our stead, someone to save us and give us eternal life.
That means that our sins are blotted out. There is a black record against us, but when God
looks at the page thought the blood of Christ, the black record is blotted out. God forgives
our sin. A young lady came to a preacher one day and asked: “How can I become a
Christian? It’s simple, replied the preacher. Just come to Jesus in obedience to his word.
“But” said the young lady “I am a great sinner. Must I come just as I am?” “There is no
other way to salvation” replied the preacher. Then I will come just as I am she said. Later
that young woman, Charlotte Elliott, wrote a song that has accompanied many as they
answered the Gospel call: Just as I am, without one plea, But that thy blood was shed for
me, And that thou biddest me come to thee, O lamb of God, I come, I come. God covers
our sins and hides them in the sea of his forgetfulness. One of God’s great attributes is
His ability to forget. We hold grudges, and hold on to the past. Not so with God.

God also justifies us. He makes us as if we had never sinned. A judge can acquit a man,
but he can’t justify him. Rom. 5:9 “Much more then, having now been justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.” Woman to preacher: “my sins are like
the sand by the sea” “Well,” said the preacher “go down to the beach, pile up the sand,
then watch what happens when the tide goes out.” She did, and the tide swept the sand
out to sea. “That’s what God does with our sins. He sweeps them away when we come to




Christ.”

[I1. The Gift of His Keeping. |. He Keeps the Saved. If you go to the bank and say to the
teller “Can you keep my money for me?” You will be told “Yes” perhaps even shown the

vault in which money is kept._You may also be assured of the integrity of the officers and
the financial security of the bank. You leave with the assurance that your money will be
safe. 2Tim.1:12 “For the which cause I also suffer these things, nevertheless I am not
ashamed. For I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against that day.”_Paul was convinced or persuaded of
God’s infinite power or ability to guard that which he has deposited with him. When Paul
obeyed the gospel, he committed (deposited) his whole life unto God, which involved
trusting him for salvation, his providential care, and the fulfilling of all the “exceeding
great and precious promises.” This is not the denominational doctrine of “eternal
security” but rather the promise that God will be faithful to his word. Faithful to his
promise. Just as we had to accept the gospel and obey it in order for God to remit our
sins, So we have to accept the Lord’s commandments and through obedience expect that
he will keep us safe in his fold. The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, I will not, I
will not desert to his foes That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, I'll never,
no never, no never forsake. God is faithful. He will keep his word.

2. He Keeps Us in Peace. Isa.26:3 “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee.” Why are so many people downcast? It is because they look downward
instead of upward to Christ. They fix their eyes on the circumstances around them rather
than on Jesus. When Peter took his eyes off Christ, he began to sink. So do we.

Jno. 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth,
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be fearful.” Jesus promised
“my peace.” This peace is not dependent upon worldly circumstances for its existence.
And because this peace differs in essence and quality from that which the world offers, it
can soothe troubled hearts and allay all doubts and fears, This peace is the heritage of all
the faithful.

3. He Keeps Us in Time of Need. Not a sparrow falls but, He knows about it.

Phil.4:9 “My God will supply all your need according to the riches in glory by Christ
Jesus” “I have been young and now am old, yet have I never seen the righteous forsaken
or his seed begging bread.” Psa. 37:25 He supplies all our need. We are not forsaken.

We may not receive what we “want” or “expect” but God will keep us and preserve
during that time, under girding us with his love and care.

4. He Keeps Us in Time of Sorrow. The Bethany sisters sent for Jesus when their brother
was near death. They were seeking for comfort He delayed his coming, but when he did
come, he brought more than comfort. He brought their brother back to life. Does no one
care when sorrow strikes? Yes Jesus cares even if the world forgets. Isaiah draws a
striking figure of God, saying “Can a woman forget her sucking child, then she shall not
have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee”
Isa. 49:15. We may forget, but God does not. We often forget our promises to obey the
gospel. Our promises to do better, quit certain things, change our life style etc.




God will be with us at all times.

IV. The Gift Of A Home In Heaven.You don’t buy heaven, it is given to you. Moses was
sent by God to deliver Israel from bondage. They reached the promised land, by
following him. Jesus was sent down by God to deliver us. And we get to heaven by
following Him. The power of a train is in the engine. But the cars do not move if they are
not coupled to that engine. Jesus is the power ready to take us to heaven. When we are
coupled to Him by faith, we are on the way to glory.

1. Heaven is a sinless place. The garden of Eden was a sinless place where God and man
walked together in the sweetest fellowship. When sin entered the garden, the fellowship
was broken and Adam and Eve were driven from the garden. Sin can never enter heaven.
It is a place of beauty and perfection. Rev. 22:15 “But outside are dogs and sorcerers and
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.”

2. Heaven is a tearless place. There is much weeping here, but up there our tears are
wiped away by the loving hand of God._Up there, there is no sea of danger and unrest. We
have dark nights down here, but there is no night there. Death and sorrow here, but there
no graves on the hillsides of glory. Disease and pain down here, but there, is nothing over
there that hurts and harms. Rev. 21:4 “And God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain
for the former things have passed away.”

3. Itis a place of sweetest fellowship. Over the years I have had many friends in many
places. Some of them I haven’t seen in years. We’ll never all be together in one place
down here, but up there we’ll be together to never part._ A woman who lost her husband
said “I don’t want to live in this house, I don’t want to drive this car anymore, for he is
gone and life holds no joy for me anymore. Heaven is nothing like that. For there we’ll be
with our loved ones forever. Down here we lock our doors, we often mix with those who
are evil, and we live in fear. Up there we will all be like Jesus, and all fear will be gone.
4. 1t is a place where Jesus is. We often read of him and the things that happened while he
was on earth. We even wish we could have been there and witnessed his great miracles.
One day that wish will be granted. Someday we’ll hear his voice and come forth from the
grave. We’ll rise and meet him face to face. We’ll be with him and be like him.

Story of mother who took ill, and her little girl who went to stay with friends.

Mother died and they took her home. She went through each room looking for her
mother. They told her “mother is gone” She replied “I don’t want to live here anymore.”
Heaven will be heaven, because Jesus is there. These are just a few of God’s gifts to us.
Do you appreciate them? Do you live for him? Why not do so today?




