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We are told in these verses (Daniel 5:1-9) that two things troubled Belshazzar:

1. His thoughts and the fact that

2. His wise-men could not read the hand-writing on the wall.

People are often troubled about the wrong things:

We worry about the weather, our financial situation, the economy etc.

Some young people worry about being popular, or being accepted by their peers.

In such instances, we are actually troubled about things that are of little consequence.
And in some ways, that was the problem with Belshazzar

On this night long ago, described here in the book of Daniel, there was certainly reason
for concern and worry on the part of Belshazzar.

The occasion was an extravagant feast of food and entertainment.

A thousand Lords, with daring and beautiful women had answered the King’s invitation
to the feast.

The palace was beautiful and the decorations impressive.

Golden lamps hung from a ceiling paneled with ivory and pearl.

The floor, paved with alabaster, was carpeted with the richest rugs the looms of India
could produce.

Bands of musicians entertained, and an army of servants waited on the aristocracy of the
day. Belshazzar was king of the world, and there was no thought of danger. No thought
of tomorrow. The city of Babylon was defended by an impregnable wall and was
surrounded by the river Euphrates. Everyone inside its walls felt perfectly safe.

That night, “they drank wine and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron,
of wood and of stone.” Dan. 5:4 Belshazzar became a man possessed.

He commanded to being the gold and silver vessels, Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the
temple in Jerusalem, that the king, his princes, and wives and concubines might drink
therein. Dan. 5:2,3.The mocked God Almighty in their drunken pride.

Suddenly there appeared out of the sleeve of time a hand and it began to write on the
wall. No orgy in history sobered so quickly. Every eye followed the writing.

Moments later the pen and hand had vanished. Only the writing remained.

Belshazzar visibly shaken called for the smart men of the kingdom.

They could not read the writing. He sent for Daniel, now 80 years old.

This man of God stands before a cowering, shaken monarch.

The prophet of God read, he could always read God’s word.

God has numbered thy kingdom and finished it. Thou art weighed in the balances, and
are found wanting. They kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.

Even though the king troubled by the failure of his men to read the writing, this account
indicates that there were several other things that should have troubled his as well, they

are:

1. The Misuse of God’s Sacred Vessels.




Dan. 5:2 “Belshazzar while he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver
vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in
Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink
therein.”

The bringing of the golden vessels was an act of defiance against J ehovah.

No one was to use the vessels of the temple, unless he was a heaven appointed priest,
serving at the alter of God.

These vessels were consecrated to the service of God.

The act of the king was not one of ignorance, but rather one of defiance, calculated to
insult God whose temple stood in Jerusalem.

He was daring God.

In this act God is blasphemed, His temple desecrated, and the vessels used for sinful
purposes. The lesson should be clear to all.

No one is to misuse the sacred things of God for purposes not originally intended.

A. The Church.

The church or house of God is a spiritual temple.

1Peter 2:5 “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

The church is not secular, political, or entertaining body.

To turn the church into an institution that teaches secular subjects is wrong.

The church is not an arm of the state. Not a political voice in the community.

The church does not provide entertainment as a part of its work.

To so use the church is to profane its sacred mission.

1Tim. 3:15 “but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct
yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth.”

The church is the pillar and support of the truth.

Hence we profane its purpose in the world when we insist on the church becoming a
social service agency.

“There are many who are anxious to see the pews occupied and their treasury well filled,
and so socials, ice-cream suppers, and other worldly attractions are employed to draw the
crowd. There are many preachers who are anxious to hold the young people, and so
athletic clubs, social entertainments, are introduced to secure that end...apparently it does
not occur to these leaders to challenge their own actions, to weigh them in “the balances
of the sanctuary” to inquire how near or how far they measure up to the divine standard:
so long as such means and methods seem right to them, or are in general vogue in other
churches and so long as they appear to succeed, nothing else matters. But in a coming
day, God is going to ask them “who hath required this at your hand?” None of the devices
mentioned above have on particle of scriptural authority to warrant their use; and it is by
the Scriptures that each of us will yet be judged. All things must be done according to the
pattern (Heb. 8:5; Ex. 25:40) which God has furnished us; and woe will it yet be unto us
if we have disregarded His “pattern” and substituted another of our own.” Arthur W. Pink




“Amusement and recreation should stem from the home rather than the church. The
church, like Nehemiah, has a great work to do; and it should not come down to the plains
of Ono to amuse and entertain.” B. C. Goodpastuer

We would all do well to remember that profaning the sacred things of God, is a sin
against God. That should trouble us.

One of the things that should have troubled Belshazzar was his misuse of the sacred
vessels of God. Today we must be sure that we don’t misuse or defame sacred things. For

example:

B. The Word of God.
Notice what God said to Belshazzar in:
Daniel 5:23 “But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought

the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy
concubines, have drunk wine in ;them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver and gold,
of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know; and the God in whose
hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.”

When we tamper with the word of God, we in effect, lift our selves up against God.

We profane the bible when we add to or take away from its message.

Deut. 4:2 “You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that
you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.”

We profane the bible when we ignore what God has said.

John 1:63 “The words I speak unto you they are spirit and life.”

MLt. 7:24-26 “Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them not...”

We profane the Word when we fail to handle it correctly.

2Tim. 2:15 “Study to show thyself...”

“handling aright lit. “to cut straight.” “to manage rightly, to treat truthfully without
falsification” Alford.

The idea is to hold a straight course without deviating either to the right or left. “Tell it
like it is” and “let the chips fall where they may.” Another thing that should have

troubled Belshazzar was:

I1. The Sure Wages of Sin.
Daniel 5:27 “You have been weighed in the balance and found wanting.”

When the feasting, fornicating, and blaspheming were all over, the king came face to face
with his sins. It was all very well to live it up, scoff at God, indulge self, exploit other
people, as long as there is not God, so the king thought. God on the other hand, thought it
expedient to openly and dramatically reveal His presence and so he did. “But you his son,
Belshazzar, have not humble your heart, although you knew all this. And you have lifted
yourself up against the Lord of heaven...” Romans 6:23 “the wages of sin is death.” Sin
promises one thing but pays off in a different currency. The bible is filled with men who
failed to worry about the results of their sins. Samson, a frequent visitor to the harlots of
the day, fell in love with Delilah. She begged until finally he “told her all his heart.”
What a price he paid. Ahab who through his wicked wife Jezebel murdered Naboth, and
later defied and ignored the advice of a godly man went into battle, fully expecting
victory. Instead he was brought back in his chariot dead.

“And the dogs licked the blood of Ahab where they had licked the blood of Naboth.



The sure wages of sin caught up with him, as they eventually do with us all.
Sinner friend they will catch you as well. Erring brother, they will get you also. There is
no escape from the wrath of sin. Another thing that should have troubled the King were

I11. The Scales of God.

Daniel 5:27-28 “Thou art weighed in the balance...”

The word “weighed” used here refers to anything placed in a balance to ascertain its
weight; and hence, would denote its true worth or value.

Here, God in His judgments of men is, represented as weighing their actions.

2Sam. 2:3 “The Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.”

Job 6:2 “O that my grief were thoroughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the balances
together.”

Job. 31:6 “Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.”
The scales of God are true. Belshazzar had been weighed. He had been found wanting.
What if we were weighed in the scales of God? How would we fare?

A. What if our ambitions were weighed in the balance?

Ambitious souls have high ideals, and worthy goals.

What are your ambitions as a Christian? Do you have personal goals for growth?

Do you have plans for self-improvement?

The one talent man had no ambitions Mt. 25:14-31 (5-2-1)

Some have sickly attitudes toward the objectives of life.

They are creatures of circumstance. Think negatively and look on the dark side.

Christ came into the world to do good things.

Luke 19:10 “Seek and save the lost,--all the lost.”

John. 3:17 “that the world might believe on him...” 1 John 4:14 “savior of the world.”
He gave us an ambitious program. Mt. 28:18-20 Mk. 16:15-16. What if we were weighed
as a church? Are we satisfied with things as they are, or do we want the church to grow
and develop? Do we seek unity or are we satisfied with division?

Are we satisfied with just “keeping up” or do expect more?

B. What if our convictions were weighed?

Faith...”the conviction of things not seen.” Heb. 11:1

Unfortunately many have little or no convictions about anything. Anything goes.
Daniel was a man of conviction: 1:8 He would not “defile himself with the king’s meat.
The three Hebrew children would not bow down to an idol. Dan 3 They had convictions.
Moses refused to be called the son of the King’s daughter Heb. 11:24-17. He had
convictions. Sincere souls have convictions about right and wrong, truth and error,
matters of duty. Joseph had convictions about moral values and virtue. So should we.
Gen. 39

We should be troubled about the scales of God and the prospect of being weighed.

This fatal night of long ago, was a night of dissipation and sinful pleasure.

A night of impious profanity. A night of recklessness and false security. It became a
night of fearful realization. What about you? If you were weighed today, what would be

the outcome?
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