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How Much Does Your Religion Cost You?
2Samuel 24:18-25

We generally think of our religion as a source of comfort, or as a power which enables us
to face nobly and victoriously the responsibilities and ordeals of life. In so doing, we
become aware of the dividends that it pays, and the inducements to aid us in living the
Christian life. Seldom do people think of religion in terms of its cost. But we really
should. A religion that returns great dividends is also one that extracts great cost. The
scene of our text is the threshing floor of Araunah, king of the Jebusites.

1. David had grieved God by numbering the people of Israel, and three things were
proposed as punishment upon David: (1) seven years of famine; (2) three months
invasion by David’s enemies, or (3) three days of pestilence..(from the Lord)

2. David was offered his choice of any one of these three. He decided to fall into the
hands of God for mercy. So the Lord sent the pestilence. (v.15)

3. In order to bring an end to this mighty and terrible curse, David was sent to rear an alter
upon which oxen were to be offered as burnt offerings unto God.

4. When Araunah understood the mission of David, he generously offered him not only
the ground upon which to build the alter but also the oxen for the sacrifices and the other
things that might be needed in the service.

5. But David was resolved to pay the full price. It was here that two generous souls met:
Araunah was very willing to give, but David was determined to buy.

6. Thus when David was offered a cheap way to serve God, he repudiated and refused it.
He would not practice a religion that came to him on easy terms.

Once there was a rich man who was approached by several preachers. They each tried to
get him to attend their church. “What will it cost”? He always asked. They assured him
they were not after his money. He was then approached by a preacher of the gospel who
tried to get the man to obey the truth. He again asked “what will it cost me?” When
finally told that it would cost him everything, he replied “this is the religion I have been
looking for, I don’t want a cheap religion.”

What a change it would make in the Lord’s church if all Christians would seriously say in
their souls with David, “Neither will I offer...offerings unto the Lord my God of that
which cost me nothing.”

1. Service To God, If It Is To Possess Any Value. Is Very Costly.
Things worth possessing never come easy.

A. Education is costly.
1. The financial cost is great, but not greater than the demand made of the student in



hours of study, classroom work and activity.

2. To be a mere dabbler in school or college is to throw away one’s chance for
preparation for life’s great challenges.

B. Marriage is costly.

1. Success here comes only when husband and wife are willing to pay the cost such
success demands.

2. It is not a goal to be realized in a few weeks, or months of adjustments, but as long as
the partnership lasts. Marriage will always present a constant challenge to the
unselfishness of both partners.

C. A business career is costly.

1. Many will be in their offices, shops, at jobs tomorrow. You know what it costs to hold
a job.

D. It costs something to be a proficient athlete.

Hours and hours of training and hard work in order to excel.

E. What we have illustrated in education, marriage, business, and athletics, is true of our
religion as well.

1. The mere dabbler in religion is more of a disgrace to the Christian profession than in
anything else. Sacrifice has always been an expressed command of God.

2. Self-denial is a demand which Christ makes of His disciples.

Luke 9:23 “if anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
daily and follow me.” Mark 10:21 “...one thing you lack, go your way, sell whatever you
have and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the
cross and follow me.”

3. There is too much tolerance in religion today, and because of this, religion seems cheap
to many. Some organizations are interested only in a crowd. Hence, make little or no
demands on anyone.

I1. What Does Your Religion Cost You?

A. In Allegiance To Others?

This refers to the loyalty or devotion that we have for family and friends. Read Matthew
chapter 10 and verses 34-39. That a sword should be identified with Christ in any sense is
a warning of the severity which is one characteristic of His glorious nature. One who
obeys Christ despite filial or parental opposition feels the edge of that sword. Lines of
cleavage between Christ’s followers and the world cut sharply through the dearest and
most intimate relationships on earth. In every church, almost in every household, there are
scars caused by this sword.

And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.. v.36

It was a “faithful servant” who betrayed William Tyndale to his death. It was the trusted
disciple, Judas, who sold his Lord. The long and tragic history of the inquisitions,
massacres, and bloody disturbances which have attended the efforts of the faithful to
honor and serve Christ afford countless examples of fulfilling the Savior’s words. Has
your religion cost you the love of friends and/or family? Father, mother, wife, sister etc.




Some have been forbidden from obeying the gospel and had to do so under threat of being
run off from home or disinherited by the family. Jesus said “ v.37 “He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me:” This is one of the “hard sayings” of Christ.
Jesus declared in Luke that “If any man cometh unto me and hateth not his own father,
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple” Some refuse to leave the religion of their fathers. “If it was good
enough for my mother, then it’s good enough for me.” Or “if my mother or father is lost,
then I will be lost also.” Such statements do not consider the gravity of the situation.

Saul of Tarsus never would have become Paul the apostle, had he possessed that attitude.
“My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning among my own
nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. They knew me from the first, if they were willing
to testify, that according to the strictest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.” Acts 26:4-
5 “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of
Nazareth.” v.9 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision™
v.19 Paul paid a high price for his religion. Have you? Mark 10:29-30 “Jesus said, Verily
I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or mother, or
father, or children, or lands, for my sake, and for the gospel’s sake, but he shall receive a
hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and
children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.” These
verses show the true dividends for paying the high price for your religion. There is a
three-fold promise: (1) possessions and (2) family being multiplied a hundred fold in this
life, and (3) eternal life in the world to come. The rich young ruler would have been far
better off if he had followed the Lord, giving up all of his wealth. If he lived so long as 70
A.D., everything he owned was wiped out in the destruction of Jerusalem and the Jewish
state. Whereas, the Christians survived that debacle without the loss of a single life, the
non-Christian portion of Israel was utterly destroyed, some 1,100,000 of the population
being put to the sword.

B. What Does Your Religion Cost You Doctrinally? '

1Peter 4:11 “If any man speak, let him speak Let him speak as the oracles of God...”
2Tim. 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by the inspiration of God...”

2Tim. 4:1-4 “I charge thee therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, preach the
word...” Can you give book, chapter, and verse for your religious belief’s? Do you rely on
the religion of your fathers passed down to you from a previous generation? Or have you
had to walk away from time honored belief’s such as:

Once in grace always in grace, or salvation by faith alone, with a rejection of baptism for
the remission of sins, or one church is just as good as another, or church membership is
not necessary. One can go to heaven even if he belongs to no church.

Have you been called upon to reject:

the creeds of men?

the writings of Joseph Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, Ellen White etc.?
the doctrines and commandment of men Mt.15:97



What has your religion cost you doctrinally?

I11. What Does Your Religion Cost You Personally?

1Peter 2:15 tells us that we are to “offer up spiritual sacrifices...”

Luke 14:23 “Whoever forsaketh not all that he hath...”

Heb. 13:16 “But to do good and to communicate forget not, for with such sacrifices God
is well pleased.

Many today want Christ without the Cross. They want their homes, cars, food, clothes,
and heaven without cost or bother. As long as it is a matter of convenience, you can
depend on many to be faithful.

a. In money?
“Freely ye received, freely give...” Mt. 10:8

Comelius, an unconverted Gentile “gave much alms” Acts 10

Ironic how we measure money at different times:

If we spend a certain sum on ourselves, we are “really living.”

If we give it to Christ “it is a sacrifice.”

If we buy clothes for ourselves, it is a necessity.

If we clothe the poor, we “have sacrificed.”

If you have given as the Bible teaches, your religion has not been without cost.
1Cor.16:1-2; 2Cor.9:7 “So let each of us give as he purposes in his heart, not gurdgingly
or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.”

b. In time?
Common expression: “I don’t have time.” or “I just didn’t have time...”
Yet, we all have the same amount of time. (President, heads of State, Kings, etc.)

168 hours. in every week, 1440 minutes in each day. If we were to obey the gospel at age
15 and live to age 70--if we came to church 3 times a week during that time, it would
amount to 16 full months of service. Is that really a sacrifice? It is not a matter of how
much time we have, it is a matter of “how” we allocate and use that time. Suppose we
logged the time spent: reading and studying the bible, visiting the sick, or someone to
encourage them in the Christian life, time spent in services, helping the poor or
downtrodden etc. How much would it be? What does our religion cost us in time?
Col.4:5 “redeeming the time” i.e. “buying up the opportunity.”

c. In use of your talents?
You may have a talent to visit and minister to the sick or needy. Why not put that talent to

work? It cost the Samaritan something to help the wounded stranger. You may have a
Talent to teach your neighbor the truth. Why not put that talent to work? He has a soul
which is worth more than all the world. There are no no-talent people. The best preachers,




teachers, singers etc. are still out there waiting to be utilized. There are many veins of
Gold that we are not mining. All are different. Some have talents for public service,
others for private. But whatever our talent, we need to put it to work. We need to use it.

IV. What Is A Religion Really Worth That Costs Nothing?

a. It Is Unreal (a mere name and pretense)
Real religion begins and is maintained at the cost of much thought, feeling and prayer.
Where it exists it must move the heart to zeal and generosity in the service of God.

b. It is Unacceptable To God.

God abhors offerings that cost nothing. They are unacceptable to Him.

Mal. 1:7-8 “You offer defiled food on My alter, but say, in what way have we defiled
you? By saying, The table of the Lord is contemptible. And when you offer the blind as a
sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Offer it then
to your governor. Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you favorably? Says
the Lord of hosts.” God’s people are required to offer what is valuable, not that which is
worthless; that which is their own, not that which is anther’s.

¢. It is therefore fruitless of good now and hereafter.

It does not elevate and improve the worshiper. It can hardly secure even the approval of
men, much less God. Let us not give the Lord the scraps of our time, talent and means.
Let us make our religion cost us something. Our religion cost God something. Jno.3:16
It Cost Christ something. 2Cor.8:9 “...that though He was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.” Today, we ought to be
willing to “present our bodies a living sacrifice; holy, and acceptable unto God, which is
our reasonable service.” There will always be a cost.




