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How To Know You Are Saved

Good morning and welcome to Let The Bible Speak. It’s good to have you with us. We really
appreciate you tuning into the broadcast. Many of you tell us that you never miss this program, and we
appreciate that. Today I want to talk with you about “How you can know you are saved.” If someone
were to ask you “are you saved?” you would probably answer, yes I am, but what if they asked “how do
you know you are saved?” How would you reply? You might recount your obedience to the gospel as
proof of your salvation. When someone responds to the question “are you a Christian?” by saying “I
think so, or I hope so, or I guess so” we readily recognize the uncertainty of such an answer.

Story: re little boy who had been eating green apples and had a stomach-ache. When asked how he
knew the apples were green he replied “I have inside information.”

We should all know whether we have been saved or not. But how does the world know?

A man may wear a pin on his label telling us he belongs to a certain lodge. A man might wear a pin
that says he loves the Lord, or a hat or tee shirt that declares “I live the life.” That really doesn’t mean a
thing. If you have been saved, if you are a Christian, you will demonstrate it by the way you live.
People will be able to tell. In Acts 4:13 “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled, And they realized that they had
been with Jesus.” The rulers, one by one began to realize that Peter and John had been with Jesus. It
was with Jesus that they received their education. This was the reason for their boldness. Can the world
say that about us? How may others know that we have “been with Jesus?”

To begin with today, I would like to suggest that: Others May Know That We Are Christians By Qur
Attitude Toward Sin. An important part of our conversion is repentance Luke 13:3; Acts 17:31 When
one goes back to his sinning, the world has a right to doubt his conversion. 1John 3:9 One who is born
of God, does not continue to commit sin. Sinful living is not the natural element for a Christian. The
devil seeks compromise. Go to church Sunday morning, but no other time. Give money to the church,
but don’t be “straight-laced” about how you make it. Go on Wednesday night, but embrace sin and a
good time other nights. Be careful of conversation when preacher or church members are around, but
not all the time(these are all compromises, and belie our attitude toward sin). Jesus met a man one day
possessed of a demon. He was dangerous to himself and others. He ran through the cemetery, cut
himself with stones. Jesus cast out the demon and loosed the man. He went into 10 cities and told what
Jesus had done and men saw the difference in him and marveled at the change. People ought to see the
difference in us as well. Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to the Lord which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds...”
1Peter 4:4 “..._they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation,
speaking evil of you.”

Story: woman to husband “I wish you would obey the gospel.” She repeated this over and over. He
replied: “I will tell you why I haven’t obeyed. I don’t want to be rude, but you are a Christian and I am
not, yet you go where I go, you read what I read, I see no difference between us.” One day a drunkard
came up to the preacher Sam Jones and said “Mr. Jones I am one of your converts.” Mr. Jones said
“You must be one of mine, you’re certainly not one of the Lord’s.” You know friend, life is full of
changes. Health changes us, so does wealth, marriage, etc. But the greatest change ought to be the
change wrought by our conversion to Christ. The world should see that we have left our sins and




changed our lives. I meet a man on the street and I know immediately that he is in the Army, because of
his uniform. Our ways, attitude, clothes if necessary all ought to change when we become a Christian.

II. Others May Know That We Are Christians By The Things That Satisfy Us.

Some people drink into the wee hours of the night and carouse and shout in the streets. It takes that to
satisfy them, but no one would think they were Christians. The rich farmer in Luke 13 found
satisfaction in his farms, barns, and grain. He ruled God out of his life. A hog wallows in a mud hole
and is completely satisfied. But a sheep is not satisfied when he falls into the mud. He gets out as quick
as he can. Some people wallow in sin, because this is what satisfies them. While others who fall into
sin, are miserable. They get out as soon as they can. After the flood Noah sent out a raven and a dove.
The raven did not come back. He enjoyed feeding on the putrid decaying carcasses.

He was satisfied, he did not return. The dove was not satisfied with this food so he came back. The
same is true of church members. If you can be fully satisfied with the things of this world, this is a sign
that you are weak and sinful. If it takes God to satisfy you, the world will know you are a Christian.
1John 2:15-17 “Love not the world neither the things that are in the world, for all that is in the world
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life...” Story: Woman, a nominal Christian
was ill on brink of death. But she recovered. Some of her social friends came and invited her back to
her old worldly habits and customs. She refused. “When you have a glimpse of eternity and you realize
the shortness of life and the certainty of death, and you get a second chance, you can’t find pleasure in
those things anymore. What do you read, what kind of places do you frequent, what do you do with
your leisure time? What kind of people do you associate with? The things that satisfy you prove
whether you are a Christian or not.

III. Others Know That You Are A Christian By The Attitude You Have Toward Other People. “By this
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if you love one another...” John 13:35 Such statements as
“I hate that man™ “I can’t stand that brother” belie a like of love on our part one for another. The
religion of Jesus does not work in an atmosphere of hate. One reason the world has such a poor
conception of Christianity is because we sometimes show so little love toward others. Love pities the
weak and tries to help the sinful. The Christian loves and forgives the unlovely as well as the lovely.
Romans 12:9 “Let love be without hypocrisy” Romans 13:10 “Love does no harm to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” Gal. 5:22 “fruit of the spirit is love...”Often the strife,
hatred, grudges, hard feelings, division etc. indicate a lack of love on our part for one another. When
such is the case, it is hard to convince others that we are Christians. John 1:20-21 “I do not pray for
these alone but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; that they all may be one, as
you, Father are in me and I in you; that they also may be one in Us that the world may believe that you
sent me.”

We prove that we are Christians by our unity in Christ. Division and strife belie our claim.

IV. Others Will Know That You Are A Christian By Your Attitude Toward Christ’s Church. “He loved
the church and gave himself for it.” Eph 5:25 “Husbands love your wives...” If we love Christ, we will
love the church.

1. If a person is saved, he will want to worship God. That means assembling with the church. Acts 20:7
Heb. 10:25 If you never darken the door of the church, the world knows you’re not a Christian.

2. If a person is saved, he will want to hear the gospel. The gospel is the sweet news that Christ loved
us and died for us. The Christian would rather hear the power of God Rom. 1:16 than all the great
political speeches ever made. Participate in the singing of sacred hymns, than attend the concerts of the
greatest singers.




3. If a person is saved, he wants to have fellowship with kindred spirits. “We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the brethren.” 1John 3:14 As children of God we just naturally
gravitate toward other Christians. One who associates only with sinful people and worldly people, is he
a Christian? The world will not think so.

4. If a person is saved he wants to have a share in the work that the church is doing.

He gives as prospered 1Cor. 16:1-2 He wants to have a part in the work.

Before his conversion Paul tried to stamp out Christianity. After his conversion he said “I persecuted
the church of Christ.” He knew he was lost when he did that.

The world will think the same of us if we persecute or neglect the church.

V. Others May Know That You Are A Christian By Your Scars.

Gal. 6:17 “...I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” Paul had suffered greatly for the cause.
The world is looking at us today. Do they see any marks of the Lord Jesus? (The marks we wear are not
physical, but spiritual) They are the attitudes we possess, the fruits we bear for Him. Someone has said
“The trouble with Christianity, is Christians.”

The church would be alive, vibrant, and growing if those who bear and wear the name of Christ would
begin to live like Christ every day. One of the fruits of a Christian is meekness--i.e. “the taming of a
horse.” A Christian is one who has been tamed. Are you tamed or do you allow Satan to run wild in
your life? Do people know that Jesus is your master? “By their fruits ye shall know them.” Mt.16:20
The Marks of a Christian:

1. A life of service. If we are the Christian we ought to be, we will have an influence on those around
us. People should be better because we came along and touched their lives.

Has your touch blessed anyone? When children go to a birthday party they like to take a gift. They
don’t want to go empty handed. What about our service to Christ, the church, others? What have we
done? Paganini, the great musician, owned a famous violin. He could make it sing like a nightingale.
When he died they placed it in a museum in Genoa.

One day the caretaker noticed that it was deteriorating. The scientists were called in to examine it. They
concluded the best thing would be for the violin to be taken out and played once in a while. It needed to
be of service, in order to prevent its decay. We as Christians must be of service, lest we decay. We
need to be active. Romans 12:1-2 “...your reasonable or spiritual service...”

Gal. 5:13 “...but by love serve one another. In almost every congregation you find some who dislike
something about the church. So they quit coming, they quit giving, they quit serving .The true Christian
will allow nothing to come between him and the Lord.

2. A life of Obedience. Mt. 12:50 “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.” 1John 2:4 “He that saith, I know him and keepeth not
his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him,” 2John 6 “And this is love, that we walk after
his commandments...” Obedience is the mark of a Christian, “by their fruits ye shall know them.”

3. A life of Sacrifice. Luke 9:23 “And be said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.” Self-denial, the mark of a Christian. Do People
know that you are a Christian?
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