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If The Prophet Had Bid Thee Do Something Great

Let us begin with a Description of Naaman. First, he was “captain of the host of the king of Syria.”
Maybe the equivalent of a five star general. Likely served Ben-hadad for many years. Some even think
when he was old Ben-hadad transferred the leadership of Syria’s army to him. Second, he was great
with his master. This was true because he is described as a “mighty man of valor.” He was a
“full-bloodied, patriotic, Syrian.” In fact it was “by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria.” It
is almost certain that he engaged in combat against Ahab, one of Israel’s kings. Josephus says it was
Naaman who killed Ahab. He must have been a military genius. Third, Naaman was “honorable.”
That is he was worthy of honor, respect and esteem. The RSV says he was “in high favor.” Honored
by others because of his position and service. Fourth, Naaman was a leper. After recounting all of his
greatness, the Bible says “but he was a leper.” How significant that little conjunction “but.” We should
all do good “but” some sin. He is a good man, “but” he has a bad temper. She is a good woman “but”
she has a sharp tongue. He could be very useful to the Master “but” he is worldly. He is a good
preacher “but” he doesn’t practice what he preaches.
When leprosy first appeared on the skin it looked like freckles. Eventually the skin became totally
colored. Nodules formed on the body’s extremities. In the advanced stages, limbs of the afflicted
dropped away a joint at a time. Not unusual to see a leper without any fingers at all. Leprosy was
contagious. It would strike anyone. King Uzziah of Israel had leprosy (it came upon him as a divine
judgment.) Robert Bruce, king of Scotland, died of leprosy. There was no cure for the disease except
by the power of God.
The leper of the Old Testament typified the sinner of today. As the leper was unclean, so is the sinner
unclean. Lev. 13:45 Because sin dirties one, Paul said “let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 2Cor. 7:1
In urging the saints to avoid sin’s contaminating touch James said “Lay apart all filthiness...”James
1:12 Later he added that they should remain “unspotted from the world” James 1:27 The N.T. affirms
that becoming a child of God is like being washed. 1Cor. 6:11 “But ye are washed...” As leprosy was
contagious, so sin is contagious.
Sooner or later all people are afflicted by the disease called sin. Romans 3:9-18 What then? Are we
better than they? No, in no wise for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all
under sin; As it is written, There is none righteous, no not one: There is none that understands there is
none that seeks after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable;
there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulcher; with their tongues they
have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness;
Their feet are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: and the way of peace have
they not known. There is no fear of God before their eyes.”
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Sin like leprosy cannot be cured except by God’s supernatural might.

One’s great deeds, honor, wealth, and notoriety can no more save him from sin than they saved
Naaman from leprosy. To be cleansed from sin, we must be washed in the blood of the lamb. 1John
1:7 “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light...”

Unless leprosy was cured, it killed. Unless sin is forgiven, it will kill its devotees spiritually and
eternally. Before coming to Christ one is “dead in trespasses and sins” Eph. 2:1. Rom. 6:23 “The
wages of sin is death...” James 1:5 “Sin when it is finished, brings forth death.”

But next, let us notice The Little Israelite Maid.

The little maid who was captured and carried away by the Syrians held to her religious
convictions.Many unfortunately go back into sin when they leave home.

Someone has said “our character can be best determined by what we are while in a place where no one
knows us.” This young Jewish girl remained true to her upbringing.

Day after day, she saw Naaman’s pathetic condition.Even though he was an enemy of her nation and
she had been taken captive into a foreign land, she had compassion on him.

Though the writing would come hundreds of years later she exemplified the sentiment of Paul’s
admonition “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath; for it is written
vengeance is mine; I will repay saith the Lord. Therefore if thy enemy hunger, feed him, if he thirst,
give him drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but
overcome evil with good.”

Because of the concern of her loving heart, she told Naaman’s wife there was a prophet in Samaria
who could heal him. That was an expression of her deep faith in God.

She believed the Lord could work through the prophet to make him well. The words of the Hebrew
girl were reported to the king of Syria. Those words, of course were about the prophet who could heal
Naaman of his illness. He, that is the King, called for Naaman, gave him a letter which he had written
to the king of Israel in his behalf and sent him on his way. The text indicates that Naaman made at
least four mistakes.

1. He evidently thought his healing could be purchased. He “took with him ten talents of silver, and
six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.” He must have thought his cleansing would
cost a fortune. Simon the sorcerer attempted to purchase the power to impart miraculous gifts of the
Spirit. “But Peter said unto him, thy money perish with thee, because thou has thought that the gift of
God may be purchased with money.” Acts 8:20. Apparently, some today think they can purchase
salvation. They give money to advance the Lord’s cause, but refuse to give themselves. No one can be
bought or redeemed by silver and gold. 1Peter 1:18 Those living good moral lives without Jesus as
Savior are attempting to “buy off” God. They seem to think God will be indebted to them because of
their goodness. The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord...” Romans 6:23 Even
though salvation is a gift, it is not free, for there are conditions to be met. Naaman met conditions in
order to be cleansed from leprosy,

We also must meet conditions to be cleansed from sin.

2. Naaman went to the wrong place to be healed.

Upon his arrival in Samaria, he went to the palace for a discussion with the king of Israel.

He presented the Syrian Monarch’s letter that contained the request for his healing.

After reading it, the King “rent his clothes and said Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man
doth send unto me to recover a man from leprosy? Wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he
seeketh a quarrel with me.” (thought the king was making an impossible demand with a view of
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beginning a war when he failed to fulfill it.)

Today people go to the wrong place for their cleansing from sin. Some seek salvation in creeds.Others
seek forgiveness in the law of Moses. (Law done away at cross Col 2:14) Others seek in traditions,
priesthoods, super church organizations etc. Salvation is only in Christ “I am the way...” “If any man
be in Christ...” 2Cor. 5:17 When he heard of the king’s outburst, Elisha, the man of God sent him a
message saying “Let him come to me and he shall know there is a prophet in Israel.” Elisha was God’s
representative. If Naaman wanted to be healed he had to go to him for instruction. Today if men want
to be healed form the disease of sin they must go to New Testament revelation for instruction. It is in
these writings that we find God’s plan for the redemption of mankind. It can be found there and only
there. Not in the doctrines of men Mt. 15:10 “In vain...”Not in dreams, visions, feelings, our own
conscience etc.

3. Naaman wanted to be healed in his own way. When he arrived at Elisha’s home, he did not
dismount to enter. Perhaps he thought Elisha would come out and bow before him.

Perhaps he was a proud man, who forgot he was a leper. (We sometimes act the same way, we act as
though we do God a favor by coming to Him) It seems that Elisha realized Namaan needed to learn
humility. For he didn’t come out of the house to meet him, but sent a servant. He was dealing with the
leper, rather than the general. We too need to remember God is not calling the corporation executives,
bank presidents, or society matrons. He is calling sinners to repentance. The messenger told him to go
wash in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.”

When he heard that he was wroth. “I thought he will surely come out to me and stand and call on the
name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.” “Behold, I
thought™ he had a preconceived notion as to how he was to be cleansed.Many today have the same
ideas. Yet God said “My ways are not your ways...” Isa. 55:8-9 Namaan went away in a rage. But this
did not alter the facts.

You can smash the scales but that won’t change your weight. You can break the mirror, but you will
still look the same.

Questions:

a. Are we too proud to accept the way of the Lord?

1Pet. 5:5-6 “God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore
under the mighty hand of God...”

b. Do we become angry at the Master’s teaching?

1Peter 3:21, Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16

c. Do we think alien sins are to be prayed away? That is what Namaan thought about his leprosy.
“*Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his
God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.”

Many preachers today give the alter call, and ask sinners to “pray the prayer of the sinner.” Not a
single inspired man of the first century ever told a sinner to pray for his salvation. Acts 22:16 “Arise
and be...” (Saul was praying) Literally “stop praying and be baptized.”

d. Do we consider any of God’s commands as ridiculous? We can never ridicule the divine message.
4. Naaman wanted to substitute Syrian rivers for the Jordan. He asked “Are not Abana and Pharpar
rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? May I not wash in them and be clean?” He was
told to go to Jordan. The command was communicated and understood. That was the end of the
matter. Naaman could either rebel or obey.

There are many substitutes in religion today. Faith only James 2:26 “...faith without works is dead
also.” Sprinkling instead of a burial in water Romans 6:3-4 Lord’s Supper monthly or yearly instead of
weekly Acts 20:7 The substitutions of man are no more acceptable to the Lord now than Naaman’s
offer of substitution in the long ago.




V. Naaman’s Obedience.

At first, Naaman had no intention of obeying the prophet’s voice. But “his servants came near, and
spake unto him, and said, my father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing would you not
have done it? How much rather then, when he saith to thee Wash and be clean?” This is a sad
commentary on millions today. They think simple acts are to no avail. They look for something
pretentious. Such an attitude is illustrated:

1. By the suffering and torture to which the prophets of Baal subjected themselves in 1Kings 18:28
“cut themselves with knives and lances etc.”

2. By the Pharisees who performed deeds that attracted public attention. Mt. 6:1-2. “Take heed that
you do not your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from
your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a charitable deed do not sound a trumpet before you as
the hypocrites of in the synagogues and in the streets that they may have glory from men. Assuredly I
say to you, they have their reward.”

3. Some church members are willing to serve in capacities that put them before the people (public
worship) but are unwilling to do the simple things which cannot be paraded. They are quick to spread
a feast, but slow to give a cup of cold water in the Lord’s name.

4. In the same way, many want “some great thing” to do in order to be saved. They want the fanfare
and excitement that accompanies such activities rather than the plain simple commands of God. We
are then told “Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying
of the man of God.”

Because of our acquaintance with human nature, we know that Naaman looked at his skin after the
first dip. And again and again. His leprosy was as bad after the sixth dip as it had been at first. Why
wasn’t he improved? He had not completed his obedience. Would you have continued? Following the
seventh immersion, “his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.”
Obedience had brought its reward. He was healed.




