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Is There A Word From The Lord?

Our lesson today begins in Jeremiah 37:17 which reads as follows: “then Zedekiah the king sent and
took him our. The king asked him secretly in his house, and said ‘is there any word from the Lord?’
And Jeremiah said, ‘There is’ then he said “you shall be delivered into the hand of the king of
Babylon.” In the spring of 588 B. C. Zedekiah was king in Judah, having been made so by
Nebuchadrezzar. Jeremiah had warned of impending doom, but the king and the people ignored his
message. The Chaldean army had withdrawn from Jerusalem in order to meet a threat from the
Egyptians. The prophet warned that the withdrawal was only temporary. They would return and take
the city. Any hope to the contrary was only an illusion. When the siege was lifted Jeremiah left
Jerusalem to go and receive “his portion” in Benjamin. Despite his protest, he was arrested and accused
of defecting to the Chaldeans, then beaten and cast into prison. Days later Zedekiah sent for him,
secretly inquiring if he had any word from the Lord. He knew evidently that Jeremiah was a man of
integrity. And integrity is what he got. “Yes” said Jeremiah, and again foretold captivity at Babylonian
hands. Despite the peril to himself, he refused to compromise his message. If a man speaks for God, He
must speak for God, and let the consequences be what they may. There is always the danger of ignoring
or softening the word from the Lord. Pressure from those who want to do that which the Lord forbids.
We have an exampleof this in 1Kings chapter 22. Jehoshaphat, King of Judah came down to visit
Ahab, King of Israel. Ahab said Ramoth in Gilead is ours, yet we are still and don’t take it. Will you go
with me?Can we inquire of the Lord? Will he bless us? So Ahab called 400 of his prophets and they
all blessed the venture and promised success. Jehoshaphat said “Is there not here a prophet of the Lord
besides, that we might inquire of him?” Yes there was and his name was Micaiah, but Ahab hated him
because he always prophesied evil. The messenger who brought Micaiah told him how that all the
prophets had blessed the venture, and that he should do so as well. “As the Lord liveth, what the Lord
saith unto me, that will I speak.” (that’s not always easy or popular) When asked by Ahab if they
should go in battle to Ramoth-Gilead he replied “Go and prosper for the Lord shall deliver it into the
hand of the king.” “How many times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that which is true
in the name of the Lord?” Then he told him “I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills as sheep that have
no shepherd.” In reality the King didn’t want to know “what the Lord had spoken.” He proved that by
going into battle anyway. Many are like that today. They say they want to know, but not really. They
actually want justification for their actions and nothing more. It is both amazing and disappointing how
people treat “a word from the Lord.” When the president speaks people are eager to hear his message.
When the weather man issues a warning people take it seriously. When a financial guru predicts a
down turn in the economy, people are cautious. When a doctor speaks about our physical condition and
offers advice, we listen. But when there is a “word from the Lord” many ignore it, and do what they
want to do

L. Is There A Word From The Lord About The Moral Decline of Qur Nation?

Our nation is traveling a downward road morally and spiritually. For example

a. Is there a word from the Lord about the sanctity of marriage? Yes, in Heb. 13:4 “Marriage is
honorable in all...” People cannot live together w/o the benefit of marriage and please God. Does the
Bible speak about children being born out of wedlock. Yes, this is fornication and according to Gal.
5:16 it is a work of the flesh. Marriage vows are still sacred. Divorce is reaching epidemic
proportions—for the most trivial of reasons. Mt. 19:9 One man-one woman, not two men or two




women. Mt. 19:1-6 Today’s home is fractured and in a state of dis-array. Many homes are dis-
functional. If we listened to the Lord, we could remedy the situation.

b. Is there a word from the Lord about current day morals? Almost every area of morality has been
subjected to a humanistic approach which is designed to desensitize the rising generation to sin. Moral
judgments are neutralized. Nothing is wrong anymore. Every form of perversion becomes an
acceptable “alternate lifestyle.” Nackedness, immoral conduct, and vile language are staples on the
daily news and other programs. Murder, arson, rape, and malfeasance of public officials are
commonplace in our society. What passes for entertainment today is nothing more that an exercise in
moral debauchery.

c. Is there a word from the Lord about the result and outcome of such living? Yes, there is. Genesis
18:20-21 “And the Lord said, because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is
very grievous; I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of
it, which is come unto me; and if not I will know.” The essential message was “repent or perish.”
Sodom was destroyed. God judged ancient Tyre and brought it down. It was a center of commerce and
of great immorality. God said “enough.” God judged Nineveh and brought it down. God judged ancient
Babylon which thought it was invincible, but she wasn’t. She said “there is none else beside me; I shall
not sit as a widow” only to be told by God that “they shall be as stubble.” Isa. 47:7-15 Through Daniel,
King Belshazzar was told “the most high God rules in the kingdoms of men.” 5:21 That is a lesson we
need to learn today. It is a word from the Lord. Gal. 6:7-8 “Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to this flesh shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” This passage
contains a truth no infidel will deny. They may deny others, but not this one. The statement is true,
even if the bible did not exist. It is not only true because the bible says it, but the bible says it because it
is true. The passage does not say “whatsoever a man soweth he might reap, or he could reap, or he
should reap, but he will reap. It is true of every person. True of king, prophet, priest, preacher,
president, true of all. Proverbs 30:23 “Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth butter and the
wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood, so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife.” Job 4:8 “Even
as [ bave seen, they that plow iniquity and sow wickedness, reap the same.” Psa. 137:8 “O daughter of
Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall be he that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us.” Isa.
59:18 “According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries recompense to his
enemies, to the island he will repay recompense.” Hosea 8:7 “For they have sown the wind and they
shall reap the whirlwind.” Hosea 10:12 “Ye have plowed wickedness ye have reaped iniquity.” There is
a word from the Lord. It is the same given to Zedekiah by Jeremiah. The Lord will do as he has
promised. We will reap what we sow.

II. Is There A Word From The Lord About the Careless, Unconcerned And Indifferent Church
Member? I’m talking about the person who is not concerned about the teeming millions lost in the
world. The person who is so wrapped up in activities of all kinds that they have no time for the Lord or
his work. The person who seldom attends a gospel meeting. Who seldom ever opens the bible to read
or study it. The person who has time to hunt, fish, attend all kinds of sporting events, yet no time to
visit the sick, study with the lost, help those in need or strengthen the weak. I'm talking about the
person who is the epitome of lukewarmness. Is there a word from the Lord to these people? Rev. 3:15-
16 “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou were cold or hot. So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth.

A bot or cold drink can refresh, but a tepid or lukewarm drink only produces nausea.

Such was the plight of the Laodiceans. Even if one was cold they at least would have some feeling for
a cause even if it were wrong. These people had lost their enthusiasm, zeal, and excitement concerning
their holy religion. Through the ages they have come to represent the most disgusting thing on earth, a




fat, lazy, self-righteous, complacent church. As Moab and the people of Jerusalem had “settled on their
lees” and were worthy of being cast out, so were these. Jere. 48:11 “Moab hath been at ease from his
youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and he hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath
he gone into captivity; therefore his state remained in him and his scent is not changed. This refers to
the settling of the lees or dregs to the bottom of the vessel into which the grapes have been squeezed.
Moab was at rest or peace undisturbed like the lees. That was to change with the invasion of the
Babylonians. Zeph. 1:12 “And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with
candles, and punish the men that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do
good, neither will he do evil.” The men of Jerusalem had a feeling of satisfaction in spite of the
warnings given by the prophets. They were settled on their lees like wine that had not been poured
from vessel to vessel. They viewed God, like an idol, that could do neither good nor evil. There are too
many in the church today that have “settled on their lees.”

To them, there is a word from the Lord. Hear it: Rev. 3:16 “....I will spew thee out of my mouth.”
1Cor. 15:58 “Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” Romans 12:11 “Not
slothful in business, but fervent in spirit serving the Lord.” Not idle, lazy, or indolent, in the business of
serving the Lord. The word originally referred to the salve in the way he approached his work. If we
approach our work of the Lord in that way, we will not please him. Those people today who treat the
church as thought it is a burden rather than a pleasure An obstacle rather than an honor, are sadly
missing the mark

IIL. Is There A Word From The Lord About the Destiny of the Wicked?

So many today seem to think that there is no penalty for sin. That people can brush aside the Lord, His
word, and way and get to heaven anyway. They argue that God is so good that the will punish no one. It
may be that no generation of people has been less scared of hell or frightened in regard to the prospects
of eternal punishment than those now living.

Ps. 9:17 “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”

Matt. 25:24 “And these shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
Rev. 14:11 “And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up forever and ever and they have no rest day or
night. 2Thess. 1:7-9 “And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruction
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” This is the Word that the Lord has
spoken.

There is a word from the Lord, but many don’t want to hear it.




