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Leaving Your First Love

This morning I want to talk with you about the church located in Ephesus. This was one
of the churches located in Asia Minor. We have the divine correspondence recorded in
Revelation chapter two. The city of Ephesus was situated in Asia Minor. It was a wealthy,
magnificent city, where oriental religions and Greek culture met. The famous temple of
Diana was here, this goddess was worshipped by all Asia Minor. The temple was one of
the seven wonders of the ancient world. Paul would have preached here had providence
allowed in the early stages of his second tour (Acts 16:6). At the close of the journey on
his way from Corinth to Jerusalem he stopped at Ephesus; preached in the synagogue, and
promised to return (Acts 18:19-21). He spent three years in Ephesus on his third tour
(Acts 20:31 and Chap. 19). From here Paul wrote the Corinthian church (1Cor.16:8-9).
Timothy labored with the church (1Tim. 1:3) and was urged by Paul to remain there in
order to teach the church to refuse fables and endless genealogies.
There were two letters written to the church at Ephesus, one by the apostle Paul and the
other by Jesus Christ. Though written by the hand of John, the letter was dictated by the
Lord Himself. Rev. 1:4-5 and 18-19. Today we are going to notice the contents of this
letter and the valuable lessons that we can glean from its message. We begin our study by
noticing: The Savior’s Praise:
A, There were four things good about this church for which the Lord commended it.
1. Its Work “I know thy work and thy labor.” v.2

a. It could not be said of this church what was said of the church in Sardis. Rev. 3:1
“...These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: I know
your works that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.”
b. There is no place in the church for an idler. John 9:4 “I must work the works of Him
who sent me while it is day; the night is coming when no man can work. 1Cor.3:9 “For
we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.” Titus 2:14
“...and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.”
2. Its Endurance “And thy patience” (patient endurance RSV a. When work had to be
done under trying circumstances they endured with patience. b.With steadfastness they
had borne up under the burdens of meeting false teachers and doctrines. ¢. They had
patiently maintained their defense of the truth in the name of Christ.
3. Its Discipline—-they had set themselves against: a. Evil men “Thou canst not bear
them which are evil.” V. 2 (1) It is right to bear patiently with a weak brother--Rom.14:1
“Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.” (2) But
we are not to endure evil men. Rom.16:17 “Mark those who cause divisions...avoid them.
1John 10-11 “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him
into your house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.” They also
set themselves against b. False doctrine “Thou hast tried them that say they are apostles,



and are not, and hast found them to be false.

II. The Saviour’s Rebuke:
A. He found them to be with blame. 1. Thus the warm praise now changes to reproof and

rebuke. Commendations for virtue could not atone for faults. While they would not
tolerate false teaching and teachers, their first devotion to Christ had waned.

B. Theirs was just one ailment, but it was a very serious one. 1. They had not entirely
departed from Christ, but their love for Him, which they had in the beginning of their
Christian lives, had grown cold. Though formality of service to God had been persistently
carried on, they were motivated through fear or by custom and did not have genuine love
in their hearts toward God. First love is the love of devotion and espousal. It is
characterized by an anxiety to please and serve. It leads one to ask, not, “How much must
1do?” but, “How much can I do?” They held on to a form of Godliness but had drifted
away from real love and devotion as the motivating power upon which it should rest.

C. What was said here of the church at Ephesus is not uncommon even among some
churches today. 1. Individual Christians sometimes lose their first love

Col. 2:6-7 “As ye therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him rooted
and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it
with thanksgiving. 1Pet.2:2 “As newborn babes desire...” 2.1t is possible for any of us to
lose our first love and drift away from the love we had early in our Christian lives for
Christ and His church. a. Never were the doors opened at Church but what we were there,
now only seldom. B.When first in the church, we spent part of each day in study of
Bible, but how little we do now. No time. ¢. When we honored our first love, think of
what all we would do for Christ, now we do so little. d. As young Christians we spent
part of each day in prayer, now we only pray in time of trouble. e.Then we were zealous
to convert others. Now, how many can we point to that we have won to Christ? What has
happened? Some live in the past. Live on what they have done. They like to talk about the
good old days when they did this or that. Now they are out of the habit. They are too
busy. They have left their first love.

C. Sometimes Congregations lose the fervor of their primitive love. 1. When a
congregation is small in its beginning, it is diligent in its zeal and work. There is a
closeness among the membership a feeling of togetherness. 2. Usually at the beginning a
church stands firm for the truth, but as time passes, often the members will grow lax in
their enthusiasm for the Lord and rest on past accomplishments. 3. Churches tend to grow
less inclined to confront error, matters of discipline, and worldly members as time passes.
The empbhasis is put on crowds, and a tendency not to stir things up. All this is due to
leaving the fervency of our first love.

II. The Saviour’s Exhortation: A. In order to revive their fading love, he summoned three
things of them:_1. To Memory: “Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen.”

The point at which they left their first love. a. Remember of the eminence which you
once occupied. Remember your former state and compare your former burning zeal in the
Lord’s service to the present state of apathy. Look at how much ground you have lost.
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Nothing is better calculated to affect a backsliding Christian or a backsliding church than
to call to recollection the former condition. Luke 15: 17-18 Came to himself and said
“how many of my fathers hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish
with hunger..,” T will arise...

Look At What The Ephesian Church Had Been. 1. They were diligent in teaching and
studying the Truth. Publicly and from house to house were taught Acts 20:20 Heard Paul
daily in the school of Tyrannus for two years Acts 19:9-10.

2. Were not blind leaders of the blind. They investigated and exposed false teachers Acts
19:13-20—read 3. They were a missionary church. “All Asia heard the Word of the Lord”
(Acts 19:13-20). Having been taught they became teachers. The church having been
planted, established others. Assos, Smyrna, Pergamos, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea and
others grew out of the work done in and around Ephesus.

3.He called them To Repentance “And repent therefore..” a. A change of mind that
results in a change of conduct. The idea was for this church to change its ways and get
back to the basics of serving God. 3. He called them to Activity “And do the first works”
That is do the works you did which were prompted by your first love.

Eph. 1:15-16 “Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
for all the saints, do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers.” Remember---Repent---Repeat

IV. The Saviour’s Warning: The Warning is two-fold: A threatened visit of judgment “or
else I will come unto thee quickly.” That is I will come as a Judge to inflict punishment.
A threat of extinction “And will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou
repent..” This would be equivalent to saying that the church would become extinct--
would cease to exist.

V. The Saviour’s Promise: “To him that overcometh”

To him that gains a victory, or is a conqueror over the world and its temptation,

Over a lack of Love, by remembering, repenting, and repeating, by coming back to the
beginnings. “Will I give to eat of the tree of life, Which is in the midst of the paradise of
God.” What about the church where you attend. Do they fall in this category? It is a
working, growing, vigilant church? Or is it like Ephesus? Have the people there left their
first love? What about you. How would you describe your work ethic for the Lord?



