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The city of Laodicea was located between forty and fifty miles southeast of Philadelphia
and some ninety miles east of Ephesus. It was one of three cities situated in the Lycus
valley, eleven miles west of Colossee and six miles south of Hierapolis. It was founded by
Antiochus II, who named the city after his wife. Laodicea became a center of Hellenic
culture, and was at the peak of its importance when Asia was made a Roman province in
190 B.C. The city was a center of imperial worship, and received the coveted recognition
of the temple-wardenship. Located thirteen miles from the city was a noted school of
medicine. This school developed an eye medicine known as Phrygian powder, which
became widely used and added to the fame of the city. The surrounding area was also
famous for a special breed of sheep that produced a soft, glossy-black wool, used in highly
sought after garments. Laodicea was a banking center of no small importance, which
contributed to the over all wealth of the area.

The city was destroyed by an earthquake in A.D. 60, and took responsibility for its own
re-construction, refusing help from Rome. Ramsey describes the city as one with no
extremes, one that had no peculiar characteristics unless this lack of peculiar
characteristics was its peculiar characteristic. Because of the opulent life style, the city was
an appealing retirement center for the wealthy. Many of the characteristics of the city also
seem to be reflected in the church.

The origin of the church is unknown. It may well be from what is said in Acts 19:10 that it
had its beginning during Paul's stay in Ephesus.

Amen, the faithful witness. Amen, the Hebrew meaning is akin to "truth" and is intended
to express certainty, or lack of doubt. The idea being that the name of Jesus, the Christ
guarantees all that He says. It is a testimony to the absolute faithfulness of his message.
The faithful and true witness is an indication that Christ is trustworthy and that He is in a
position to judge and criticize. This being the case, what he says should be heeded. Trench
said there were three things necessary for one to be a witness: (1) He must have first-hand
knowledge of that to which He testifies and must have seen with his eyes that to which he
attests; (2) He must be competent to reproduce and relate this for others; and (3) He must
be willing to make this known faithfully and truthfully. The Lord completely fulfills these
essentials.

The beginning of the creation of God. The meaning is that Christ is the source of all
created beings and things. He was the active agent of God in creation. It was through
Christ that all things were made John 1:1-2 "In the beginning was the word, and the word
was with God, and word was God..." Verse 14 the word was made flesh.
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The Lord knew this church. He knew its works. He was aware of its spiritual temperature.
It was neither cold or hot. Cold means "cold, chilled, or chilly" the same word is used in
Mt.10:42 of a cup of cold water. Hot is from a word meaning to boil or be hot, fervent.
This church was neither. The Lord expresses a deep regret at this condition when he says
"I would that thou wert either cold or hot." (Trench) The idea is that Christ wanted them

| to be something other than lukewarm. He did not want them to be cold in the sense that

| they would never come under the power of the Word, the clear indication being that belief
in God and His work is something to be fervent and earnest about.

Thayer says that lukewarm means "to become warm, liquify, melt.” The metaphor here
used indicates a condition that caused nausea. A hot or cold beverage might refresh; but a
lukewarm liquid only produces nausea and vomiting. When passing from a cold to a hot
beverage it goes through a lukewarm state. Here, however, the condition was becoming
permanent. These people had remained in that condition. Because of that the Lord is about
to spew or vomit them out. There is hope, however, if they will change. And thus the Lord
makes a plea for a change on their part.

Here we see the result of their lukewarmness. This church was deluded. The worst thing
being that they were unaware of their deplorable condition. Think of it, there was plenty of
money, but they were poor; there was plenty of the finest clothing on earth, but they were
naked; there was healing for many in the medical school, but they were blind. What a sad
commentary. And in the face of all this, they boasted of their riches and professed to need
nothing, yet they were the neediest of all.

Such a description is fitting of far too many churches today. They have fine buildings, and
programs, all kinds of projects; they live in comfort and worldly enjoyment that requires
neither sacrifice nor effort. They feel sufficient unto themselves. But like Laodicea they are
in a deplorable condition.

The church in Smyrna was the "poor rich" church, this congregation was the "rich poor"
one.

Five adjectives are used to describe the plight of this church:

I the wretched one--same word used to describe one relying on his own resources for
deliverance under the law Rom. 7:24

2. and miserable---same word used by Paul to describe one who has hope only in this
world, but no hope beyond. 1Cor.15:19




3. poor---reduced to begging or a state of dependence on others for support

4. blind---Peter used this word to describe those who had forgotten they were cleansed
from their old sins 2Pet. 1:9.

5. and naked---describes the soul without the heavenly habitation 2Cor. 5:2. Describes one
who is divested of any covering before the Lord.

A pathetic picture of a church who has lost touch with themselves and God.

As a friend the Lord gives advice. So the meaning of "I counsel thee.”

Buy of me gold---this gold could come only from the Lord, since all spiritual riches and
blessings are from above. This would compensate for their spiritual poverty. The banks of
Laodicea could not provide the benefits they needed.

They are to buy white garments, which are garments of holiness. Again, Christ is the only
source of such garments. Buy is here and above used metaphorically. The buying was
done by their obedience go the Lord's commands.

Eyesalve was necessary that they might see. They were blind to their own faults. Their
vision was blurred by materialistic and worldly interests. They needed enlightenment that
only the Lord could give. We should always remember that "the things that are seen are
temporal but the things that are not seen are eternal. (2Cor. 4:18)

As many as [ love, 1 reprove and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.

It is because of love that Christ chastens and reproves us. Regardless of our attitude and
feelings toward him, the Lord always has an affectionate feeling for the church.

As many--is an indication that this rebuke extends to anyone and everyone who needs it.

The Lord corrects or disciplines those whom he loves. The word implies a rebuke that
carries conviction even to the extent of punishment if necessary. To chasten implies
correction and training in the moral and spiritual area of ones life. We should never regard
lightly what the Lord says to us by way of rebuke. Such reproof is for our benefit and
spiritual well-being.

We are admonished to repent. Being zealous is a call for an immediate turn around.
Should such repentance take place, the church could be what the Lord wanted it to be. So
could we all.



Literally "See I have taken my stand upon your threshold, and I am continually knocking."
Christ is here represented as loving even the lukewarm, indifferent church member. And
even though by the lives they were living he had been excluded from their presence, He
still wants entrance to their lives. They may have closed the door, but he had not. G.
Campbell Morgan paraphrased the meaning this way:

"He waits for a man. He is not waiting for a committee to pass a resolution. If any man
hear my voice, I will come to him...I will be his guest, I will sup with him. He shall by my
guest, and He with me. I will sit at the table which his love provides, and satisfy my heart.
He shall sit at the table which my love provides and satisfy his heart."

The Lord never forces himself on anyone, but waits for willing acceptance on the part of
the one inside. To hear his voice is to hear more than a sound, it is to understand what he
demands, thus acknowledging the Guest who would enter.
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The promised reward is to the one who overcomes. We currently sit and reign with him by
sharing with him in this life and in His victory over sin, and we shall also reign with him in
eternity.

Paul declared in 2Tim.2:1l that we "live with him." This is the sense here.
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The letter is all-inclusive. Let all churches hear: those who overcome reign with Him as
they share in His life, suffering, and victory.




