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Make It As Sure As You Can

Mt. 27:65

Most people are interested in certainties. We all tend to resist doubt. A sure thing is better
than something questionable. We take care to insure homes, cars, life and health. If sick,
we take the medicine the Dr. prescribes, because we want to make it as sure as we can. In
Mt. 27:65 the scripture says “Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make
it as sure as ye can.” The Jews were fearful that the body of Jesus would be stolen and
that his disciples would claim he had risen from the dead. Hence they were told to make
the tomb secure. The way to heaven is strait and narrow. The way to destruction wide and
broad. In seeking to do the will of God, we must make it as sure as possible. There is a
way revealed in the bible that is right and cannot be wrong. We cannot afford to take
chances by changing the word of God. We should never second guess God, by doing what
we want rather than accepting a “thus saith the Lord.”

In our lesson today, we will notice that which is right and cannot be wrong. We will
apply that principle to a number of very important issues. Among them

I. It cannot be wrong to accept the bible as an infallible and all-sufficient guide in all
matters of religion. In 2Peter 1:3 we read “According as his divine power hath given unto

us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue.” What can be wrong with following the bible? In fact I will
be a better person if I do. Surely it is not wrong to be truthful, loving, God-fearing,
honest, and dedicated. The bible teaches me to be all these things. Believing the bible will
not cause me to lose my soul. But someone might say, “but I just don’t think it is
necessary to follow the bible.” Because of this, they turn their back on it, and choose to
follow their own ways. They depend on opinions of men, creeds and human confessions
of faith, and things of that sort. If these creeds and human schemes are all right, it will
still be all right to follow the bible. But suppose these man-made ways are not all right.
What then? Why not make it as sure as you can? Why not do what is right and cannot be
wrong? :

II. It cannot be wrong to have faith in Christ as the Son of God.
Is Jesus Christ the Son of God? Some say “yes” and some say “no.” Those who say “no™

question his divinity, virgin birth, resurrections etc. In fact it is increasingly popular to do
so. Some songs and movies are designed to undermine faith in Jesus. Even certain of the
clergy are questioning the bible doctrines about Christ. If they are right and there is

nothing to Christianity, those of us who believe it and practice it will still be saved. One |
cannot be lost for following Christ. But what if they are wrong? Suppose Jesus is really




who he claimed to be, the Son of the Living God, Mt.16:13-18. What then? “Therefore let
all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus you have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” Acts 2:36 If indeed he is Lord and Christ, what will
happen to those people who have rejected him? Why take a chance? Why not make it as
sure as you can?

II1. It cannot be wrong for sinners to repent of all sin.
Both John and Jesus preached repentance. Repentance causes one to turn away from sin.

The bible tells us over and over of the necessity of repentance. “The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is long-suffering to us-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 2Peter 3:9
“For Godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of; but the sorrow
of the world worketh death.” 2Corinthians 7:10 “The times of this ignorance God winked
at, but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent.” Acts 17:30 Even in view of all
these bible verses, there are still some who want to hold on their past life. The refuse to
repent. Suppose that is all right. Will those who do repent be lost? Surely not. It cannot be
wrong to change one’s life for the better. But, if repentance is necessary as the bible
teaches, what happens to those who fail to repent? Don’t you think it would be wise to
MAKE IT AS SURE AS YOU CAN?

IV. It cannot be wrong to be baptized upon a confession of faith in Christ to become
simply a member of the Lord’s Church.

What is wrong with doing what people did in bible times? Would it be wrong to follow
the teachings of the apostles and Christ himself? Jesus said “he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved” Mark 16:16. Peter commanded “repent and be baptized everyone
of you for the remission of sins” Acts 2:38. He further said “the like figure whereunto
even baptism doth also now save us” 1Peter 3:21. Could it be wrong to do what Saul was
commanded to do in Acts 22:16 “...arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling
on the name of the Lord,” surely not. Why not make it as sure as you can, by doing what
we know is right and cannot be wrong? Those who attribute salvation to “seeing lights or
visions,” “following the doctrines and commandments of men” and such are taking a
great chance. They are risking their souls on something they cannot read in the bible. If
salvation can be had on any terms, then everyone will be saved. If it cannot, then only
those who follow the bible will be saved. Which will you choose.

V. It cannot be wrong for proper subjects to be immersed, buried. and raised in baptism.
The scriptures teach that we are to be buried in baptism with Christ in Romans 6:3-4.

Also in Col. 2:12 we read “Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with
him through the operation of God who hath raised him from the dead.” In Acts 8:38-39
we read that “they went down into the water.” From these bible verses it is plain that
being buried in water cannot be wrong. Some claim that it is all right to sprinkle or pour a
cup of water on someone’s head and claim that such is bible baptism. However there is a
vast difference in sprinkling a few drops of water on one’s head and immersing the body



in water. But if sprinkling is all right, then certainly being buried beneath the water
cannot be wrong. Why not make it as sure as you can. Do what you know cannot be
wrong. Why run the risk. You might be lost.

VL It cannot be wrong to wear the name of Christ, the name “Christian” rather than
denominational names.

Even the denominations teach and believe that there is nothing wrong with wearing the
name Christian. Most of them refer to themselves as a certain kind of Christian. We know
that the bible teaches that name. In Acts 11:26 the disciples were called Christians. In
1Peter 4:16 we are told that “if any man suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed...”
Also in Acts 26:28 the king said “almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” This is a
name that everybody agrees is right and cannot be wrong. Can it be wrong for a bride to
wear her husbands name? Would it be wrong for an organization to wear the name of its
owner and founder? Surely not. Then why not just wear the name of Christ and do away
with man-made, denominational, sectarian names? Let’s make it as sure as we can.

VIL. It cannot be wrong to eat the Lord’s supper upon the first day of the week. as the
early Christians did.

Some today observe the Lord’s supper whenever they choose. Some on Thursday night,
others once a year or four times a year. The bible teaches that the early disciples ate the
Supper on the first day of the week Acts 20:7. How many “first day’s” does a week have?
The answer, of course, is one. Under the law the Jews were commanded to “keep the
Sabbath day.” Every week had a Sabbath. They were to keep every Sabbath. Just as every
week had a Sabbath, so every week has a first day. We are commanded to eat the Lord’s
supper on that day. It certainly would not be wrong to do that. Why take a chance on
doing something the early Christians did not do. Why just eat the Lord’s supper twice a
year? Let’s make it as sure as e can. Let’s eat it when the early disciples did and as
frequently as they did.

IX. It cannot be wrong to prepare to meet God today.
Many people put off obeying the gospel. They wait for a “more convenient time.” They

somehow feel they have plenty of time. The bible however teaches that “now is the
accepted time, today is the day of salvation.” Why wait until tomorrow. What about your
health, what about death? If you are not ready to meet God today, you need to prepare
today. Tomorrow may never come. Surely it cannot be wrong to be ready. What if
tomorrow does not come. What if you unexpectedly die? What then? Friend, please
make it as sure as you can. Don’t gamble with your soul. Eternity is too long, death is too
certain, to take a chance. Prepare today.




