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NOT FOR SALE
1Kings 21:1-2

In about 874BC, during the period of the Divided Kingdom, Ahab became the seventh
king in disunited Israel. Ahab was a wicked man “who did evil in the sight of the Lord,
more than all that were before him.” He set up an altar to Baal in the temple of Baal,
which he had built in Samaria, and he served and worshipped him. He did more to
“provoke the Lord God of Israel and all the kings before him.” He was married to
Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal. A more wicked or diabolical wretch never lived. What
he could not think of in mischief and evil, she could. Next door to the palace where Ahab
and Jezebel lived was a little garden owned by Naboth, the Jezreelite. We don’t know
much about this quiet little man, but what we do know excites admiration in us for his
sense devotion to family. He refused to sell vineyard to the king, because it was his
inheritance. Ahab, became mad and sullen, he goes home and pouts, then goes to bed,
and turns his face to wall, and refuses to eat. Jezebel asks why he is sullen? He tells her.
Her reply gives insight into her greedy, gaudy, evil soul. “You’re the king, arise eat and
be happy, I'll get the vineyard for you.” She then writes letters in Ahab’s name,
proclaiming a fast, and arranges for, Naboth to be seated with high honor among the
people. Two scoundrels are then to declare that they heard him blaspheme God and the
king. They then took him outside the city and stoned him. She then told her husband
“arise and take the vineyard.”

When God saw all this he dispatched Elijah, his prophet to the scene, who arrives just as
Ahab is inspecting his newly acquired real estate. “Are you he who troubles Israel” asks
Ahab. “Have you murdered and also taken possession?” replies Elijah. Then he says “In
the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even
yours.” This frightened Ahab, and he changed his behavior for a while, but was soon
back up to his old tricks. He and Jehoshaphat, who was king in Judah, became as thick as
thieves. They agreed to go down and capture Ramoth Gilead from the Syrians. Ahab
disguised himself, when the battle was engaged, hoping that no one would recognize him.
However, “a certain man drew his bow at random” and struck Ahab between the joints
of armor. They propped him up in the Chariot and headed for home. The king died, and
when his chariot arrived home, his body was removed, and someone washed the chariot
at the pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood while the harlots washed his
armor. A sad end to a sad life.

Just as in the case of Naboth’ vineyard, there are certain things that are not for sale, nor
should they be.

I. My name is not for sale.

“A good name is to be more desired than great riches...” Prov.22:4




A good name is better than precious ointment.” Eccl. 7:1

Our name is the capital with which we operate and do business. If we are known as a
sooundrel. hot check writer, dishonest, etc. then no one will trust us or want to do
business with us. If we have the name of a liar, then no one will believe us. If we have a
reputation for immorality, then no one will respect us.

Nouce this beaurtiful little poem:

You got it from vour father; it was all he had to give.

So #t’s vours to use and cherish, for as long as you may live.

If vou lose the watch he gave you, it can always be replaced.
But a black mark on your name, son, can never be erased.

It was dean the day you took it, and a worthy name to bear.
When he got it from his father, there was no dishonor there.

So make sure vou guard it wisely, after all is said and done
You'll be glad the name is spotless, when you give it to your son.

1 have ofien wondered how children feel when they see mother or father’s picture in the
newspaper for robbery, or immoral conduct. It sure must be a black mark that hurts and

Stmgs.

11. My Faith and Convictions are not for sale

It is amazing with what great ease some people sell their convictions. Bribes are
commonplace in the world. A dollar here or there and some will steal, perjure
themselves, or commit murder. Some change their convictions, as often as the wind
changes directions. They stand for nothing, and fall for anything. It is sickening to think
that every one and every thing has a price.

We are to contend for “the faith ” Jude3

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” Heb. 11:1
Our faith is not for sale. Without it, we cannot please God. Heb. 11:6 “Stand fast in the
faith "~ 1Cor.16:13 Bible replete with passages charging us to “Buy the truth and sell it
not ™ Truth is not for sale. And those who change it, or deny it, or ignore it, need to take
notice.

1Tim_1:18 “This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies
pwiudymadewwningyouthatbythemyoumaywagethegoodwarfare, having
faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected, concerning the faith have
suffered shipwreck, of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan
that they may learn not to blaspheme.” They sold out.

1Tim 6:20 “O Timothy Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the profane
and idle babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge by professing it
some have strayed concerning the faith...” They sold out.




2Tim 4:10 “For Demas has forsaken me, having lived his present world and had departed
for Thessalonica...Demas sold his convictions. He traded them for the comfort and
values this world gives. He made a bad bargain.

We must have convictions about the church, the gospel, the worship. Doctrinal matters
are important. Our convictions regarding them should not be for sale. We cannot accept
that which is wrong just as easily as we accept that which is right.

III. My Body is not for sale. 1Cor.6:12-20

In 1Cor.6 Paul affirms that: a. the body is not for fornication. b. the body is for the Lord.

c. the lord is for the body. d. the body will be raised. e. our bodies are members of Christ

f. fornication is a sin against the body g. our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit h. our

bodies are to be used to glorify God. Since God honors our bodies, it is a sin to dishonor

it. ;

a. God honors our body by forming it. We were not put together by apes, the body of
man exists as a result of the miracle of creation.

b. God honors our body by purchasing it. “...therefore glorify God in your body, and in
your spirit, which are God’s” “ye are not your own.” I live under a lease arrangement.
The property rights are His.

c. God honors our body by establishing between himself and the body a wonderful
relationship. “Now the body is for the Lord...and the Lord for the body.” Our bodies
must be placed on the alter of sacrifice. Rom.12:1-2.

d. God honors our body by sanctifying it. 1Thess.5:23 “The very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

e. God honors our body by raising it. He will not leave it in the grave. “Our
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ: who shall change our vile body and fashioned like unto his glorious body.”
Phil.3:20-21

Our bodies are not for sale. They belong to God.

IV. The kind deed of Mary was not for sale. Mk. 14:3-7

Mark 14:5 “Why was this fragrant oil wasted? For it might have been sold for more than
three hundred denarii and given to the poor. And they criticized her sharply.” Jesus said
“let her alone, why do you trouble her, she hath done a good work for me.” The ointment
was not for sale. Mary used it to show her love for Jesus. There are many good deeds,
like this ointment, that cannot be bought.

a. LOVE IS NOT FOR SALE. Sex is for sale. The market is glutted right now. The
commodity has never been cheaper. BUT LOVE IS SOMETHING ELSE. Love is




precious, just like the rare ointment used by Mary, an indication of her love for Jesus.
I’m glad God’s love was not for sale. He loved me when I was a sinner. I don’t know
why. 1 don’t think I would have loved some people. Their evil habits, thought
patterns, and lives are repulsive. But God loved us all and gave Christ to die for us
God isn’t selling salvation. He offers it as a gift. None of us have enough assets to
buy what God offers.You can’t buy the love of a mother, she loves regardless.

b. SYMPATHY IS NOT FOR SALE. It is another reality in life that cannot be
compelled. Mary loved Jesus and showed her sympathy for him in his hour of trial.
She sensed his loneliness. Intuitively, she realized what was ahead, the awful agony,
the unmitigated pain. She knew the ointment could not soothe that rupture. So she
gave him what could carry Him through---the sense “I know you are doing it for me,
and I care.” Sympathy has to be given; it is not for sale. The silence of two eyes
meeting in a moment of pain or sorrow, the warm clasp of a hand, the embrace, even \
though no words are spoken all deliver the needed message “I care.”

¢. GRATITUDE IS NOT FOR SALE. Thankfulness isn’t measured by inch or ounce.
Gratitude is born in the heart. “Thank you” is music to the soul. You can buy clothes

and entertainment and privilege, but you can’t buy that, and you can’t sell it, it must
come from the heart. Mary was saying “thank you” Judas was figuring what he could get
out of Jesus. The Lord would die for her sins, give her a new beginning. If you have ever
been thanked, regardless of how small the deed, you were touched by the fact that you
touched someone else. What a great feeling.

In closing, let me remind you that your relationship with the devil is a miserable one.

He will sell anything at any time, except escape. He places a low value on your sobriety,
your purity, your honor, and your loyalty. He will sell you out at cards, at the bar, at the
dance, at the market. You can’t say one honorable thing about your opponent. He is a
cheat, a fraud, and a fast-dealing broker who will peddle you away to the lowest bidder.

He has no respect for your body, your mind, or your soul. Why not leave him today?




