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Revive Thy Work In The Midst Of The Years
Habakkuk 3:2

Habakkuk lived during a time of idolatry and lawlessness. God declared his intentions to
bring judgment upon Judah and Jerusalem. The prophet responded “O Jehovah, I have
heard the report of thee, and am afraid.” His fear draws him closer to God and he calls
upon Jehovah to “revive His work in the midst of the years, to carry out his purpose now
as He has in the past.” When things get “out of sorts” they need reviving. Flowers that
become limp, droopy, and ugly need reviving. Field crops that are drought stricken, or a
man who has passed out, needs reviving. Individuals and churches are to be judged by the
same measure of revival by which we judge flowers, crops and fainting forms.

Some churches are but relics of their former selves; they are fossilized bodies, spiritual
corpses that need restoring to life, work, and devotion to God.

As long as churches are weak--weak in number, weak in knowledge of God’s word, weak
in wisdom for God’s work, weak in prayer, weak in labor, then we need a revival.

As long as churches are lukewarm--lukewarm in church attendance, lukewarm in soul
concern, lukewarm over the plight of backsliders, lukewarm in concern for the teeming
millions now far down the slopes of hell, lukewarm in their attitude toward themselves in
their ripped, raveled, and rundown-at-the-heels condition WE NEED A REVIVAL.

As long as churches are spiritually dead--lifeless, immovable, inactive, painless, useless,
laborless, fruitless, indifferent, and heedless to God’s voice, then we need a revival.

I. The Bible Teaches The Need For Revival In All Ages.

One of the great responsibilities God placed on the prophets of the Old Testament was to

lift up their voices against sin and cry for revival.
1. Isaiah was a revivalist. He cried “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous

man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord.” Isa.55:7
9 Jeremiah was a revivalist. He pleaded “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way and walk therein and ye shall find

rest for your souls.” Jere.6:16

3. Ezekiel was the prince of revivalists. He said “as | live, saith the Lord God, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; and why will ye die, O house of Israel?” Ezek. 33:11

4. God through Hosea promised Israel that if they would “dwell under his shadow” they
would “revive as corn.” Hosea 14:7

5 Jonah had but one message, that of repentance and revival: “yet forty days and
Nineveh shall be overthrown” John 3:4

6. The matchless Malachi was a revivalist of the supreme class, who accused backslidden
Israel: “Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and
have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts™




Mal.3:7

In the New Testament God used preachers to bring about revivals among blundering
church members and lukewarm congregations.
7. The church at Rome needed reviving “Now it is high time to awake out of sleep...”

Rom. 13:11

8. Corinth--"awake to righteousness and sin not.” 1Cor. 15:34

9. Galatian churches “I marvel that ye are so soon removed for Him...” 1:6-9

10 Ephesian church “Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall

give thee light.” Eph.. 5:14

IL. When People Do Not Realize Their Condition; Do Not Feel The Need; Do Not Want
A Revival; And Are Satisfied With Things As They Are--Then We Need A Revival.

Many are like the Laodiceans, who said “I am rich and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing.” (Rev.3:17)

They did not want a revival, but they sorely needed one.They were like Peter who, when
he was so far down the drain that he couldn’t see light, on the night before Christ was
crucified, said, “Although all shall be offended, yet will not I. And Jesus saith unto him,
Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even this night, before the cock crow twice, thou
shalt deny me thrice...” Peter was in the greatest need for revival, but didn’t know it.
Often when we think we are at our strongest, we are really at out weakest.

Too many are at ease in Zion. They are satisfied with things as they are.

«“A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land; the prophets prophesy falsely,
and the priests bear rule by their means; and my people love to have it so.”

Often today preachers preach, but their preaching never convicts of sin, never stirs, never
causes souls to obey the truth and be saved, never gets people on fire for God, AND THE
PEOPLE LOVE TO HAVEIT SO.

People are satisfied with the watered down, dry straws of theological diet upon which
they have been feeding so long. They are satisfied with their own salvation, with the
world, with the puny, pitiful crowds they have, and with backsliders with whom they
fellowship. Far too many are not concerned about the perishing multitudes; and have
become self complacent. They have their supper-rooms, but no upper rooms. They have
their feasting, but no fasting. They antagonize the lost, but seldom agonize over them.
They work to preach up an interest, instead of work to pray down a revival.

And when someone does come around and tries to stir them up, they cry “leave us alone.”

[1I. When Worldliness Is Rampant In The Church, We Need A Revival.

Unfortunately today, some like the rebels of old cry out, “We will not have this man rule
over us.” They don’t want a preacher, God, or anybody else telling them what they can
and cannot do. A church can never be blessed of God as long as worldliness runs rampant
in the church. If God were to bless a sinning church, the world would conclude that sin
pays, and that God blesses wrong doers. There are two ways to find out how a Christian
ought to live. (1) read the bible (2) ask a sinner. But don’t ask a dis-interested church
member. You will get the wrong answer.




Rom. 12:9 “Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.”
Eph. 5:11 “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them.”

IV. When Christians Are Living Fruitless Lives; And Are Not Winning Souls, When
There Is No Concern Over The Millions Who Perish--We Need A Revival.

The business of the church is to bear fruit. The church is pictured as married to Christ in
order to “bring forth fruit” Rom. 7:4. The fruit of marriage is Children.

It is not only the business of the church to win souls, but God has a curse upon the church
and Christian that does not make that its chief concern and business. The fig tree of Luke
13:6-11 was fruitless for three years. Master told his gardener to cultivate it and fertilize
it for another year. If at the end of that year it was still fruitless, it was to be cut down.

In Luke 10:38-42 Martha was “cumbered about much serving” Jesus said “Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: but one thing is needful; and
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”

Some churches are “cumbered about with much serving” they are “troubled about many
things.” Yes things, things, things, but not souls.

A number of years ago off the shore of Lake Michigan, at Chicago a ship named “Lady
Elgin” wrecked.

Many passengers were in the icy cold water trying to save their lives.

Some young men from a nearby college came to the scene to view the disaster.

Among them a young man named Ed Spencer an expert swimmer and athlete.

Seeing the danger of the perishing people young Ed tied a rope around his waist and
jumped in.

Plunging into the water he swam out and began rescuing the perishing people.

Again and again he brought people in only to return and search for more.

The weather was cold, so a fire was built, and Young Ed would stand and warm briefly
before going back in.

After rescuing 14 he was so cold and numb that his limbs were blue with the cold.

But he went back again, against the advise of his friends. He saved another.

Standing by the fire the spotted two others, a man and wife. They begged him not to go
back, but he did anyway.

This time they had to haul him in along with the two rescued people. .
They rushed him to his dormitory room and placed his tired and weak body on the bed.
They worked with him, and he soon fell asleep from sheer exhaustion.

Later that afternoon his brother felt a hand on his shoulder. It was Ed. His one question:
“Did I do my Best?” Why Ed “you saved 17 people.”

They put him back to bed but later he became delirious. The cries of the drowning people
and fact that he was unable to help them had driven his mind to the breaking point.
Over and over again he kept saying “did I do my best?”

V. When Skepticism Abounds, Then We Need A Revival.

Modernism has crept in and caused many to deny the very foundational facts of the



gospel. 1Cor. 15:1-5

There are commandments to be obeyed, and skepticism-bred sectarianism and
worldliness have stifled hearty obedience to these divine injunctions. Rom. 1:16

There are promises of the gospel to be believed and for which we should plead as royal
beggars before the throne of prayer. Heb. 4:6 “come boldly”

There are blessings of the gospel to be received, but skepticism has robbed the faith that
brings these blessings, hence their joy is gone and peace no longer abides.

People no longer trust the church to do its work, no longer trust the bible to guide, no

longer trust God to guide.
WE NEED A REVIVAL.

V1. When Form Fashions The Body Of Christ: And Coldness Creeps Over It, We Need A

Revival.
Often “form” fashions the body of Christ, but there is no power in it. 2Tim.3:5 “having a

form of Godliness, but denying...”

This happens when praying, bible-reading, religious conversation, church-going, etc. all
become but form, but lip service, only habitual, commonplace things.

Coldness chills many churches, so much so that if a bottle of milk were left sitting in their
midst for ten minutes it would turn to ice cream.

How bad that warmth, emotion, and fervency in God’s work and service are frowned
upon by many today.

People can go to ball games and yell their head off, yet if one gets excited about the work
of the church people think something is wrong with them. “they are religious fanatics.”
Lovelessness lurks in the hearts of so many.

That was the sin of the church at Ephesus (Rev.2:5). They lacked their first love.

Revival or Removal
Revival or else--that is the order of heaven. We cannot continue in our state of lethargy
and inactivity and expect to please God--individually or collectively.
The church needs a great revival that will shake us to the very foundations of our
existence. One that will stir again the works and dedication that once characterized her as

the great institution she is.



