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Royal Refusals
Hebrews 11:24-26

The word “No” is a kingly word, and it takes a royal soul to use it. Our lesson involves
four brave and devoted men who used this word to their eternal credit and the glory of
God. These four royal refusals are among the most sensational and important in the
history of mankind. The conditions surrounding each, and the consequent results that
followed, mark them as being magnificent victories of the human soul. One of the
greatest accomplishments of the human spirit is the ability to say “no” and make it stand.
These four great refusals embody phases of the self-denial required of all Christians and
are, therefore, inspirational examples to those of every age who must learn the dangerous

and difficult business of saying “No” to the world and its allurements.

1. The Roval Adoption.

Moses refused the adoption of the daughter of the greatest king in that era of the world’s

history. From a human standpoint, how unthinkable this was. It must have cut squarely
across every human affection and desire that Moses possessed. He must have loved the
gentle daughter of Pharaoh, after all she had rescued him from the Nile. His refusal to be
called her son, meant he would endure the scorn of those who had clothed and educated
him. It meant the sacrifice of wealth, power, influence, and all the glory that went along
with being a prince in Egypt It also meant he would be identified with a nation of slaves,
rough, ill-mannered, complaining, ignorant and ungrateful. A foolish decision unless
viewed in the light of the eternal reward upon which he had set his heart. The lessons we
learn from this for our benefit, are profound. We too are called upon to refuse this
world’s adoption. We are not children of this world. This world’s standards are not ours.
Romans 12:2 “And be not conformed to this world...” Wonderful as this world is, it is
also evil. 1John 5:19 “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in the evil
one.” This world will defile us if we are not careful. Our heavenly admonition is to keep
ourselves “unspotted from the world.” James 1:27 “Pure and undefiled religion is to visit
the widows and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” Its wisdom is foolishness
with God. 1Cor. 3:19 “For the wisdom of the world is foolishness with God, for it is
written ‘he catches the wise in their own craftiness.””Even though we are indebted to
sacred and beautiful ties with this world, we must not love it above our heavenly duty.
1Jobn 2:15 Friendship with the world is nothing less than enmity with God. James 4:4
We have been redeemed from earth ties that we may be adopted from above, “that we
may receive the adoption of son.” Gal. 4:5. Our position, in many ways, is like that of
Moses. Strong ties unite us with the world where we have countless obligations and
affections. We were born of her womb; we were brought up at her breast, our very flesh
is of the earth and to the earth we must return.




No wonder we love her; but the greatest sin is to love this world so much that we cannot
receive the heavenly adoption, which is our eternal inheritance. Moses too, from infancy,
had been cradled in the palace. But he was aware of his history, before that time, and his
hope of a future with God. We, likewise, must be encouraged to make the right decision
by remembering our spirits came not from the earth, but from God. And that someday we
hope to walk with God when this life is over. We like Moses, must make a royal refusal,

the refusal of this world’s adoption.

I1. The Royal Armor.

In 1Samuel 17 Israel is at war with the Philistines, army against army, man against man.
A champion of the Philistines challenged, daily, the people of God to send a man to meet
him. Goliath, a giant of a man nearly 10 feet tall, was the man. He defied the armies of
Israel. Saul was dismayed and afraid. David comes upon the scene and after viewing the
situation volunteers to fight the giant. “Let no man’s heart fail because of him; your
servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” His brothers thought he was crazy.

Saul even doubted his ability to meet the giant. “So Saul clothed David with his armor,
and he put a bronze helmet on his head; he also clothed him with a coat of mail. David
fastened his sword to his armor and tried to walk, for he had not tested them. And David
said to Saul, I cannot walk with these, for I have not tested them. So David took them
off.” V.38-39 David essentially said I cannot use these things. I have not proved them.
This refusal must have been difficult. Saying “no” to a King is never easy.

It can also be very dangerous. Then David uses 5 small stones, with which he killed the
giant.

As Christians, we must also refuse the world’s armor, even though it is the King’s armor.
In countries where there is a state religion, declining the King’s armor is still loaded with
embarrassment, ridicule, and even death. Christians living when Pagan Rome with its
emperor worship was in vogue were persecuted because they did not receive and adopt
all the trappings of that wicked anti-Christian system. Rev. 17:16”And he causeth all,
both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand,
or in their foreheads. And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the
name of the beast, or the number of his name.” The armor of a Christian is set forth in
Eph. 6:13 *...take up the whole armor of God...” We will have none of the elaborate
religious ritual of this world, preferring to be girdled about with truth.

1. We will reject this world’s loose standard of morals and wear the breastplate of

righteousness.
2. We will not keep its religious traditions, but shall have our feet shod with the

preparation of the gospel of peace.

3. We will put off the garments of the flesh and take up the shield of faith; refusing the
proud theories of philosophy and vain deceit. “Beware lest anyone cheat you through
philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to Christ.” Col.2:8

4 We will renounce the world’s creeds in order to wield the sword of the spirit.

Royal as it might be, the armor of this world has not been proved. Like, David of old, the
child of God must refuse it.



I11. The King’s Dainties and His Wine.

Daniel, a young man of great courage and conviction had been carried into Babylonian
captivity at the age of sixteen. He was handpicked for government service, and became
God’s prophetic mouthpiece to the gentile and Jewish world declaring God’s present and
eternal purpose. Daniel, along with several others, was placed under the master of the
eunuchs for training. These men were good looking, gifted in wisdom and were quick to
understand. The king also appointed for them a daily provision of the king’s delicacies
and of the wine which he drank, along with three years of training, so that at the end of
that time they could serve before the king. We are told in Chapter 1:8 that “Daniel
purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s
delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank, therefore he requested of the chief of the
eunuchs that he might not defile himself.” He was fully aware that the Hebrew
restrictions regarding diet would never be honored by the king of Babylon. It is likely that
the meat used had been offered in sacrifice to pagan idols. Hence, because of his religious
convictions, he refused to eat. It should be noted that Daniel approached the subject in a
very careful and delicate way. He did not allege that the diet would defile the king, but
that it would defile him. Husks may be ok for swine, but they were hardly appropriate for
the prodigal son. God brought Daniel into favor with the goodwill of the chief of the
eunuchs. This man expressed fear that a failure to follow the diet would result in Daniel
not faring as well as those who kept the diet. Daniel said “test us for ten days, let us eat
vegetables and drink water, then you examine our appearance.” The self denial did not
harm Daniel. In fact he fared better in subsequent tests than the others. It would appear
that the King himself respected Daniel’s conscientious observance of his own religious
convictions for he soon was promoted. Even today, non-Christians respect the Christian’s
sincere observance of Christian duties. (being moral, paying bills, going to church on
Sunday etc.) We like Daniel of old should refuse this world’s wine. Liquor may not
destroy sinners, though it often does; but it will always smear the child of God with
infamy. “Wine is a mocker, and strong drink is raging...” Prov. 20:1 (Nothing sadder
than a drunk man.) Like Daniel, we will find that in refusing the world’s fare, and taking
only that which is in line with the word of God, we shall not suffer any injury but shall
fare better, as Daniel did.

There is a diet for Christians today. That diet includes feasting upon Jesus Christ

John 6:27 “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to
everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His
seal on Him.” v. 53-54 “...unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His
blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal
life and 1 will raise him up at the last day.” The world’s table can never satisfy us. We
are to eat and drink often of our Lord, if we are to sustain ourselves. To fail to do so is to
suffer eternal death. “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God.”

IV. Jesus Refused The Kingship of the World.

John 6:15 “Jesus, therefore, perceiving that they were about to come and take him by
force, to make him king, withdrew again into the mountain himself alone.”

(They misunderstood the nature of His kingdom)




This refusal is remarkable because Jesus had come into this world specifically for the
purpose of becoming our king. This effort of the Jews, however, was but a renewal of
that old temptation of the devil in the wilderness, when Satan offered to give him all the
kingdoms of this world, provided he would worship him. They offered a crown, but not
the kind he would wear. Such crowns never commanded the loyalty, love, and devotion
that the true King of Kings desired. He instead chose to wear a crown of thorns, marked
with the blood he shed for our salvation. Like Jesus, Christians must say “no” to this
world’s crowns. Like the young woman in Miami during the 1940”’s who refused to be
crowned “miss America because it meant wearing a costume she did not approve.

We all should be willing to refuse this world’s glittering crowns. Whether they be the

“praise of men,” “wealth,” “popularity” or “power.”

Shakespear in King Henry IV said “Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.”

These four royal refusals stand as monuments to remind us all that we should deny
ourselves and take up or cross and follow Jesus. Neither this world’s adoption, nor its
armor, nor its delicacies, nor its golden crowns, should turn us away from that eternal

purpose which motivated our obeying the gospel of Christ.




