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Running Away
Jonah 1:1-10

Most of us have a desire to run away from the things in life that we find to be unpleasant.

Jonah illustrates this well:

1. God gave him a task--Jonah 1:2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city and cry out
against it; for their wickedness has come up before me.”

2. Evidently thought that was an unpleasant task, so he “fled from the presence of the
Lord.”

As aresult, he got into a lot of trouble, and it wasn’t long before his options ran out.

He soon realized that he could not successfully run from God, and buckled down and did
the work set before him. Jonah 3:1-4

There are some things in life in which we have a choice. Serving God is voluntary.
“Choose ye this day whom you will serve...” Josh. 24:15 Many people, however, refuse
to face up to responsibilities. They run from them. Example: pay bills, support children,
marriage relationships etc. On the other hand, there are some things no man can possibly
escape. There are some things from which we cannot run, among them:

1. We Cannot Escape The All-Seeing Eyes of God.
God is everywhere Jere.23:24 “Can anyone hide himself in secret places, So I shall not

see him? says the Lord; Do I not fill heaven and earth, says the Lord?’

Heb.4:13 “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and

open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”

Acts 17:28 “In him we live, and move and have our very existence.”

Prov. 15:13 “The eyes of the Lord are in every place beholding the evil and the good.”

1Cor.4:5 “Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the
heart; and then shall every man have his praise of God.”

Such knowledge should cause us to strive wholeheartedly to please God.

Prov.3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on your own
understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your paths.” God
knows the deepest, darkest secrets of our heart, as well as the soul-condemning actions
that lead us far away from him.

I1. We Cannot Run Away From Our Own Self.
But oh how we try. Paul declared in Gal.6:5 that “every man must bear his own burden.”
The word “burden” in this verse according to Thayer means “the obligations Christ lays




.

upon his followers.” No one may share another’s responsibility, or discharge the
obligations of another. We are each individually responsible to God. “Every one of us
must give an account of himself to God” 2Cor.5:10

Solomon said “the wicked flee when no man pursues” Prov.28:1.The wicked are
apprehensive. Their conscience bothers them. We are created with a conscience, and
untill or unless it is seared, it will give us problems. According to Rom.2:15-16 our
conscience accuses us when we fail to live up to that which we believe to be right.

It gives us problems. We have a hard time living with ourselves. For this reason, we need
to gain all the information we can. 2Tim.3:14-17 “But continue thou in the things which
thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;
And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Jesus Christ. All scripture is given by
inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for instruction in
righteousness that the man of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.”

Nor can we run away from the influence we have on others. Someone is always looking,
judging, appraising, our actions and behavior. Mt.5:13-16 “Ye are the light of the
world....” Phil.2:14-15 “Do all things without mummerings and questionings; that ye may
become blameless and harmless children of God without blemish in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, among whom ye are seen as lights in the world.”

III. We Cannot Run Away From The Consequences of Our Sins.
Many people are easily deceived on this point. Gal. 6:7-7 “Be not deceived, God is not

mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Many like Ahab try to
beat the odds, but they fail.

Rom.6:23 “For the wages of sin is death...”

A man may choose to drink, but he cannot escape the consequences of that choice.

(The harm done to his body, his weakened will, or the harm done to his family or
society.) A man may choose a life of immorality, but the consequences cannot be
escaped. The thousands of illegitimate births every year, the cases of disease brought on
by immoral and illicit actions, prove beyond doubt that such is the case. A young man
may choose a life of lawlessness,.sin, and shame. But he should remember that “the way
of the transgressor is hard.” Jno. 8:21 “ye shall die in your sins and where I go ye cannot
come” said Jesus.

IV. We Cannot Run Away From Death.

We were all born into a world where death abounds Rom.5:12 “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for
that all have sinned.” Unless Jesus comes first, we all have an appointment with death.
An evident fact all must admit. We can take vitamins, pills and eat a proper diet, but one
day we will die. We can have a check-up every year but our time will come. Heb.9:27 “It
is appointed unto man once to die...” Josh.23:14 “And behold, this day, I am going the
way of all the earth...” 1Cor.15:22 “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made




alive...” We must all prepare for death by taking the sting out of it. 1Cor.15:55 declares
that the “sting of death is sin.” Sin brought death into the world as a consequence.
However enticing and beautiful sin may appear to be, there is a stinger in it, as discovered
by Adam and Eve, and all their posterity.

“O death where is thy victory, O death where is thy sting?” Nearly two thousand years
have passed since this apostolical lightning split the midnight darkness surrounding the
tomb; and even yet there is never a day passes anywhere which fails to shout this message
over the dead. The gospel is God’s power to save Rom.1:16-17. If our sins are forgiven,
then death is a blessing rather than something to be feared. Phil.1:21 “For I am in a strait
betwixt two having a desire to depart and be with Christ which is far better...” Gospel
obedience and faithfulness to God takes the sting out of death.

Death is not an annihilation or ceasing to be, but rather a separation between body and
spirit. Jas.2:26 “For as the body without the spirit is dead, even so faith if it hath not
works is dead, being alone.” Life on earth is ended, but the Spirit consciously survives
and lives in the intermediate state. Lk. 16:19-31.

V. We Cannot Run From The Judgment.
After death comes the judgment, and we will all be there. It is an appointment of God

Heb. 9:27. All will appear 2Cor. 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ...” Every Knee will bow every tongue confess Phil.2:9. We will all be personally
accountable Rom. 14:12 “...everyone of us shall give account of himself to God.” No one
can give an account for us. The judgment will occur when Jesus comes, according to
2Tim. 4:1-2. We will be judged by what is written, an objective standard. Rev. 20:12
“And I saw the dead small and great, standing before God and books were opened. And
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged according
to their works, by the things which were written in the books.” Jno. 12:48 “He that
rejecteth me and receiveth not my word hath one that judgeth him, the words that I speak
shall judge him in the last day.”

We cannot escape the reality of judgment. We must account for our actions in this life.
Hence, we cannot run away from the life we live or fail to live.

VI. We Cannot Run Away From The Eternal Verdict of God.

Heb.10:31 “A fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God.” If God is infinitely just
and infinitely holy, it must indeed be indescribably awful to fall into his hands to be
punished forever and ever. At the judgment all must accept the eternal decree of God as
final and irrevocable. There will be no higher court of appeal, no reconsideration of the
matter. Mt.25:46 “And these shall go away into everlasting punishment...but the righteous
into everlasting life...” 2Thess. 1:6-9 “...taking vengeance on them that know not God and
obey not the gospel...”

There is no scripture where anyone ever changed his record or relationship to God, after
death. God’s verdict will be right. Gen. 18:25 “Shall not the judge of the earth do right?”
Man has no more right to try and tell God how to punish sinners than he does to dictate




God’s plan for the justification of sinners. Both are in the hands of God.

We can never run away from these realities. We may try, but we will fail just as surely as
Jonah did.




