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SEVEN GREAT BIBLE QUESTIONS

Mt.7:7-11

Introduction: “Ask and it shall be given...” Questions have been asked from the beginning
of time. It is an easy way to learn. never ask--never learn. They arouse attention and
provoke thought. This method of teaching was often used by Jesus in his ministry.
Another aspect to question asking, often seen in the bible, is used not so much to gain
information as to promote self inspection.

1. “What Doth Jehovah Require of Thee?” Micah 6:8
“He has shown you O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you But to
do justly, To love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.?”

In chapter 6 of Micah we have a dialogue between God and the people. God speaks and
convicts the people of sin, idolatry, and injustice. Convinced of their iniquity, they
deprecate God’s judgments in verse 6 and 7. In verse 8 God prescribes the way in which
they are to be saved.

A. To Do Justly. i.e. be fair and deal honestly.
2Cor.8:21 “providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the
sight of men.”

We must deal justly in”

1. keeping promises--Rom. 13:3 “owe no man anything...”

2. Speaking truth--Eph. 4:25 “Wherefore put away lying, speak every man truth with his
neighbor...”

3. Doing best work in all relationships--Eph.6:5-8 Bondservants, be obedient to those who
are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to
Christ; not with eye service as men pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ doing the will
of God from the heart, with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord and not men, knowing
that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same form the Lord whether he is
slave or free.”

B. Love kindness (show mercy).

1. One step above justness--Jno. 8:1-11 the woman taken in adultery. Jesus did not
condone her sin, neither did he condone the procedure being used by the scribes and
Pharisees. “neither do I condemn thee, go thy way and sin no more.” He did, however,
show mercy.

2. Render to the needy Gal.6:10 “Therefore as we have opportunity let us do good to all
especially to those who are of the household of faith.”



3. “He shall have judgment without mercy, who hath showed no mercy” James 2:13

People who show no mercy, need not expect to receive mercy at the judgment. “Mercy”
means “pity for those in distress.” To be forgiven, we must forgive other To avoid
condemnation, we must not exercise adverse judgment toward others The debtor, forgiven
of his great and hopeless debt, need not expect God, at the last day, to lift his own
tremendous obligation, if he will not mark off an insignificant debt owed him by one of his
brothers.

C. Walk humbly before God. that is, “humble thyself to walk.”
Prov.3:6 “in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

1Pet.5:5 “God resists the proud, gives grace to humble...”
James 4:10 Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord and he will lift you up”

I1. What Shall A Man Be Profited? Matt.16:26 “For what profit is it to a man if he gains
the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?” Everybody is interested in certain words in this question: “profit,” “gain,” “loss,”
“lose,” The tragedy is that so many are interested only in earthly profits, gains, and losses.

1. Values are discussed and viewed differently. What is of value to one is not to another.
Criteria for determining the value of the soul:

Cost: It cost the blood of Christ to redeem one soul.

Permanence: A soul will exist till the worlds have passed away.

Affection: God loved the soul enough to reclaim it.

Uniqueness: No two souls are identical.

When we see the babe in the manger, we are given a glimpse of the value of the soul
When we read the story of the lost sheep, we see the value of the soul.

The story of the prodigal shows the value the Father places on the soul

The story of the rich man and Lazarus teaches the everlasting value of the soul

When you hear Christ prayer in Gethsemane you hear words that testify to the value of the
soul

When you see the crucifixion you see a scene which pictures the value of the soul

When we look at the judgment we are impressed with the importance of the soul.

This verse teaches that man cannot have everything. He gains one thing at the loss of
something else. There is no escape from such exchanges. Note : “in exchange for his
soul?” Its a shame that many place more value on their job, car, boat, house, health,
happiness, satisfaction,---than they do on their soul.

III. What Do Ye More Than Others? Mt.5:43-47 The implications of this question are
profound. Implicit in these words is the proclamation that Christians are different: The
Publicans lived by a standard of returning good for good. Jesus declared that the
Publicans, hated by most, loved the ones who loved them. The Love possessed by
Christians should distinguished them from sinners.




The publicans saluted their friends. A customary token courtesy and decency. A Christian
who refuses to salute a Christian is living on the level with the most wicked of men.
Christianity is designed to lift us up. A father said to his son: “speak to everybody, even
those who are rude to you; for remember that you show courtesy to others not because
they are gentlemen, but because you are one.”

Christians are in constant danger of being dragged down by the “average” standard i.e.

return evil for evil, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, get by one as little as
possible etc.

IV. How Shall We Escape? Hebrews 2:1-3

The writer affirms that the Law of Moses which came through Angels was a sacred and

binding obligation. Those who transgressed the Law received a just recompense of
reward:

The Sabbath breaker was stoned

Achan was put to death

Saul was rejected from being king

David was not permitted to build the temple

The prophet who did not obey was slain by a lion

An entire generation perished in the wilderness because of their murmuring and disbelief
Even Moses was not permitted to enter the promise land.

ESCAPE? None is possible where disobedience of the word of God is involved.
Penalties of the most awful consequence await the soul who through unbelief or neglect,
or disobedience fails to heed God’s message through His Son. Rom. 1:8 “The wrath of

God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.”
There is no escape. Think of :

Adam--expulsion from Eden
Overthrow of the Anti-deluvians
Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

The casting out of the angels themselves when they sinned--reserved in chains of darkness.

NEGLECT: It is not necessary to take up arms against God in order to be lost. Not
merely the active pursuit of evil but the neglect of positive good can destroy the soul.

SO GREAT SALVATION:

The greatness of the Saviour who achieved it

The greatness of the disaster from which it rescues the sinner
The greatness of the eternal reward in heaven provided by it
The greatness of the Saviour’s love that underlies it

The greatness of the adversary who opposes it

The greatness of that multitude who shall receive it




The greatness of those certainties upon which it is grounded.

V. What Must I Do To Be Saved?

What---this suggests that there is something required of man in being saved.

Must---It is not a matter of option. It is an absolute necessity.

I---This denotes the individual responsibility in human redemption. God had done his part.
Do---This word suggests activity on the part of man in being saved.

To be Saved---is the object sought by the querist. The saving is done by another. But what
must man do to be saved by the saviour?

This is the greatest question ever asked.

Acts 16:30 “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” The Philippian Jailer was told to believe.
He then washed their stripes and was baptized.

Acts 2:38 “Men and brethren what shall we do?” They were told to repent and be
baptized.

Acts 22:16 Saul said “What will you have me to do Lord?” He was told: “And now why

tarriest thou, arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins calling on the name of the
Lord”

Three different answers to the same question: Why?

1. The jailer was an unbeliever; so he was told to believe. They preached to him to
develop faith, he then repented and was baptized.

2. The people on Pentecost did believe; so they were told to repent and be baptized for
remission of sins.

3. Saul was a believing penitent man; so he was told only to be baptized and wash away
his sins.

These people were at different places on the road to salvation. Hence, they were told to
do what was necessary for them in their situation. An unbeliever had to believe before he
could repent and be baptized. A believer needed to repent and be baptized. One who was a
believer and had repented, needed only to be baptized.

VI. What Doth Hinder Me To Be Baptized? Acts 8:36

This question suggests more than merely being baptized. It encompasses the whole of
obeying God. There are hindrances, drawbacks, roadblocks, and various things that can
and do interfere with gospel obedience. The sinner, however, must see the foolishness of
allowing anything to come between him and completing his/her obedience to God. Many
things hinder people from being baptized. Some are hindered:

By a misunderstanding of the teaching of the scripture

By opposition from family members

By fear of man

By the sacrifice involved



By a failure to realize the importance of obedience
By the cares of life and the lure of sin
By procrastinating

What hinders you? Don’t let anything stand in your way from obeying God.

VII If A Man Dies Shall He Live Again? Job 14:14

Job pondered this question. Men of all ages have pondered it. He was a perfect and
upright man. Satan’s trial had brought him much pain. He longed for the grave “why did I
not die at birth” 3:11. But there was in his bosom the hope of life “I shall see God” he
declared 19:25.

If man does not live again, all nature labor’s in vain. Resurrection is a visible occurrence
year after year---Fall--winter (death) spring (resurrection). If God has the power to
resurrect the dead things of nature, then we should not doubt his power to resurrect man.
1Cor. 15:53 “this corruption must put on incorruption and this and this mortal must put
on immortality.” Man has an eternal nature. He consists of flesh and spirit, the outward
and inward part. 2Cor.4:16 “Outward man perish, but the inward man is renewed...”
Death is a departure of spirit from body 2Cor.5:1 “If our earthly house of this tabernacle
were dissolved we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.” Therefore death is not an end.

The bible tells of some who died and lived again. Jesus was the “first fruits” of them that
slept. 1Cor.5:20 Paul affirms that he was “seen alive of many witnesses” 1Cor. 15:1-8.
Moses and Elias who had been dead for centuries appeared alive Mt. 17:1-4. Rich man
and Lazarus did not cease to exist when they died. Lk. 16. Where we live after death
depends on how we lived here. Have you made preparations for the coming eternity?



