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SUBMITTING TO GOD

“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” James 4:7.

What does it mean to submit to God? How and under what circumstances does this take
place? Submission is defined as “the act of submitting, yielding, surrendering, or
compliance with the commands of a superior.” Hence to do the will of God is to do what
God wants us to do, and to do otherwise is to act against God. In the long ago God said “I
have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way
that was not good, after their own thoughts.” Note carefully the phrase “after their own
thoughts.” We create rebellion against God when we follow our own thoughts instead of
His word.

All authority resides with God. “Behold the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the

Lord’s thy God the earth also, with all that therein is” Deuteronomy 10:14. However,

since all authority belongs to God, He can delegate his authority if He chooses to do so.

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus said “all power (authority) is given unto me in heaven and

earth.” God delegated authority to Christ. That being the case, if Christ speaks we are |
duty bound to listen, just as though it were God speaking. Just as the owner of a plant can ;
delegate authority to run the plant to a manager, so God can delegate authority to His son.

When we submit to Jesus, we are essentially submitting to God.

God has also delegated authority to civil powers. Notice Romans 13:1-4 “Let every soul
be subject to the governing authorities for there is no authority except from God, and the
authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists
the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves...” We see
here that Christians are to obey the laws and lawmakers of the land and in so doing we
obey God, since he ordained the existence of civil governments. Someone might ask:
“what if civil authority makes a law that is contrary to the Law of God?” The answer is
obvious “we ought to obey God rather than man.”

In the spiritual realm, God has delegated authority to Elders who are to guard and guide
the flock over which they exercise oversight Acts 20:28. We read in Hebrews 13:17
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves for they watch for your
souls.” Christians cannot disobey those who rule well the house of God without
disobeying God himself. Submitting to them, means we submit to God.

In Ephesians 6:1-9 the apostle Paul lists several family and labor relationships that are to
be honored. He begins by telling “children to obey their parents in the Lord...” Children
who fail to do so are not only disobeying their parents, but the Lord as well. He addresses
father’s relationship to their children, bondservants and masters etc., pointing out that in



these relationships there is a duty of service, respect, and obedience. A failure to honor
these relationships results in dishonor to God as well.

What Submitting To God Is Not

1. Submitting to God is not a mere promise to obey.

Jesus said “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord Lord shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he that doeth the will of my father in heaven.” Saying that we love the Lord is not
enough. Promising to do His will isn’t either. We must actually obey in order to submit to
God.

2. A pious profession is not submitting to God.

In Numbers 22:18 we have the following statement made by Balaam “And Balaam
answered and said unto the servants of Balak, if Balak would give me his house full of
silver and gold I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do more or less.”
That sounds good doesn’t it? Yet Balaam did the very thing he said he would not do.
Today even though we may claim to love the Lord that doesn’t mean that we do. We
submit to God by how we live and obey, not by what we profess.

3. Substitution is not submission.

Cain substituted his offering for the one God commanded Genesis 4:3, and as a result he
was rejected. When we substitute what we want to give God for what he has commanded,
we are actually imposing our will upon Him. We submit when we humbly obey the voice
of God.

4. Partial obedience is not submission.

To do only part of what God expects and requires is not submitting to His will. Many are
willing to do some of what the bible teaches, but not all. Some comply with the part they
like, but not the part that is unpleasant to them. You remember Saul did part of what God
commanded in 1Samuel 15:24. However because he failed to fully execute the
commands of God, he was rejected. He was told it was better “to obey than to sacrifice.”

What then is submission to God? How can we really know we are doing is what He
wants us to do. First of all we must do what he commands like he commands it. We
cannot add to or take away from the will of God. Revelation 22:14 tells us that “blessed
are they that do his commandments.” Note carefully it does not say “they that promise to
do his commandments.” Or “they that do part of his commandments.” But “they that do
his commandments.” Secondly, we must obey from the right motive. We are to obey
because of a desire to comply with the commandments of God. We cannot seek vain
glory, praise of men, or to be seen of men. From a pure heart, we comply with what the
Lord requires. Thirdly we submit to God when we walk by faith. Without faith we
cannot please God Hebrews 11:6. We walk by faith, not by sight 2Corinthians 5:17. That
being the case, we must we obey even when we do not see the outcome or the results of
our obedience. Finally, we submit to God when we are willing to suffer whatever
consequences that may come as a result of our obedience. Jesus had to die on the cross in




order to submit. Peter and John were cast into prison. Others suffered greatly. Whatever
the cost, we must be willing to pay.

Will you submit to God today? Will you obey from the heart the gospel by believing the
word of God, repenting of your sins, confessing your faith in Christ and then being
baptized into Christ for the remission of sins?




