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The Answer
John 14:1-6

The going away of Jesus was of great concern to the disciples. With their limited
knowledge and understanding, they found it difficult to fathom the meaning of his words.
Such is the case with many of us even today. There always has been and always will be an
abundance of problems. Many of them seem to defy answers. One of our problems is that
we often look for answers in all the wrong places. We seek answers to our own liking,
rather than consult and accept what God says about the matter at hand. We face many
problems today. As time passes, they seem to only grow and become more imposing than
ever.

What are the answers?

1. The Answer To The Problem of Immorality and Wayward Living is Consecration to
Christ.

Men have become laws unto themselves. Perversion has become the norm i.e. perverted
lifestyles driven by lustful desires. Men are following lewd desires into the most rampant
of sins. Modern fashions and literature as well as contemporary stage and screen
productions are basically immoral, suggestive, and even embarrassing to refined and
cultured people. Our society is generally permissive and there is a conscious effort to
liberalize the masses’ thinking on sex, to break down inhibitions, remove all shame,
conscience and self respect. Today there are primarily two standards that are used by
people to determine what is right and acceptable. Both are wrong.

2Cor.10:12 “For we are not bold to number or compare ourselves with certain of them
that commend themselves; but they themselves, measuring themselves, by themselves,
and comparing themselves with themselves are without understanding”

(1) the standard of self: guided only by whim, desires and personal tastes. No self denial
Mt.16:24 *...let him take up his cross and deny himself...” said Jesus.

(2) then there is the standard of society: the rule of the masses, i.e. “what others are
doing”

How then do we get people to change their life for the better? How can we convince
people to live morally pure, dedicated lives? The answer is Consecration. i.e. “to set apart
as holy; devote to sacred or serious use.”

Romans 12:1-2 “I beseech ye, therefore, by the mercies of God that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice...”

“be not conformed to this world” i.e. we are not to be molded or patterned after the age



that is in rebellion to God. But “be ye transformed™ this refers to “the change of moral
character for the better,” It means “to change into another form...to transfigure,
transform.” Thayer’s Greek Lexicon

Our citizenship is in heaven, hence our behavior should agree with our citizenship.
Phil.3:20 Does our dress agree with our citizenship? Our talk? (easily recognize one from
deep south by their accent) does our talk indicate that we are a Christian? What about
our conduct or our business dealings?

We are to arm ourselves with the mind of Christ and not participate in the evil conduct
characteristic of this age. 1Peter 4:4 “In regard to these they think it strange that you do
not run to the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.” We must then “renew of
our mind” renew i.e. “new in sense of quality or kind.”

Since our mind is the source of our behavior, a change of conduct can only come from a
change of mind. Prov.4:24 “as a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Mt. 12:34 <...for out
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” Hence, the answer to a changed life, is a
changed mind. Man will never change his conduct until he first changes his mind or
thinking.

II. The Answer To The Problem of Indifference is Involvement and Dedication.
Indifference may be defined as: “Apathy, a lack of concern for others, lack of sympathy
and compassion for those in need, a lack of interest in the church and its work etc.

It is often easy to indict others, to complain of fallacies and inefficiencies in the church,
but rather difficult to include self in the over all problem of that spiritual inadequacy.
How involved an I in the kingdom--Mt.6:33, do I put it first?

Have I converted anyone---"He that winneth souls is wise” Prov.11:30

Have [ clothed, helped, visited, or prayed for anyone? Mt. 25:31 Other than my presence
at Worship what have I done? If, indeed, there are problems to be solved, people to be
visited, fences to be mended, wrongs to be corrected, then I need to be involved.

I need to be a part of the solution---rather than a part of the problem. Christianity is not a
spectator sport. We must be involved. When God said to Isaiah “ Whom shall I send and
who will go for us?” Isaiah replied “Lord, here am I send me.” That’s involvement.
That’s commitment. When Paul saw in a vision a man from Macedonia pleading with
him to come into Macedonia and help them. The scripture says that “immediately we
sought to go Macedonia.” That’s involvement. That’s dedication. That is the answer to
indifference.

III. The Answer To The Problem of Leavening Influences, is Vigilance and Discipline.

Sin has a way of growing. It never stagnates, but is continually on the move.

False teaching has the same properties. It grows, progresses, and moves forward with
every opportunity When people leave the bible, they will do one of two things: 1. return,
or come back, or 2. go farther into sin or digression. While men are sleeping, the devil is
sowing tares. Jesus warned: “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and
the Sadducces.” Mt. 16:6 “Leaven” is used figuratively here and is a symbol of a secret,
penetrating influence. If the false teacher advertised, he would get no business. If false



doctrine were easily and readily discernible, everyone would reject it. If sin could be seen
for what it is, no one would practice it.

The leaven of the Sadducces and Pharisees demonstrated itself in:

1. Self-righteousness Luke 18:9-14 (thinking they were better than others).

2. Love for human praise Mt.6:2,5 (gave alms to be seen of men, prayed on street corners
etc).

3. Traditionalism Mt. 15:1-6 (they transgressed the commandment of God by their
traditions).

4. Hypocrisy Mt. 23 (Pretending to be something they were not).

5. Inconsistency Mt. 23:23-24 (pay tithe of mint, anise, cumin, and omit weightier matters
Justice, mercy, faith).

False doctrine and teaching must be met head-on. Many today want no confrontation.
They want to act as if nothing is wrong or amiss. Such will only lead to compromise with
the enemy. Paul wrote: “Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leaveneth the whole lump?” 1Cor.5. Paul here addresses the problem of the incestuous
man in their presence who had his father’s wife or his step-mother. The church was to
deal with this man and the problem it presented. The purpose was to save the man. And
save the church. A failure to address the problem could result in eternal destruction of the
individual involved. Also in the eventual destruction of the church, because of the evil
influence the man and his example would have upon it. The only answer was discipline.
Every sin merits some kind of discipline. We must remember that sins of every sort are
against our new nature in Christ and should be put away 2Cor.5:17.

When we allow, Sin to go unchallenged such as immoral unions or adulterous marriages
to continue without proper reaction, outright violations of plain scriptures to go without
correction, false teachers unrestrained with no confrontation, the result will be disastrous,
and the ultimate outcome, eternal destruction.

IV. The Answer To The Problem of Broken Lives Is Jesus Christ.

In most men there is a sense of desperation and incompleteness. It is only in Christ that
we find the totality for which we years. Christ came into the world, not just to stir us up,
but to change us:

from being sinners...to being saints

from being rude...to being kind

from being troublemakers... to being peace makers

from being greedy...to being generous

from being hateful...to being compassionate

from being selfish...to being thoughtful

from being proud...to being humble

When men refuse to allow the Lord to change them, it will not be long until they become:




indifferent to the preaching of the gospel

unconcerned about their spiritual condition

disinterested in the worship services

unsympathetic toward others

unfaithful to their commitments

And-—disheartened and discouraged with life in general.
If your life is broken today, Christ can mend it. He offers:

1. Complete Forgiveness---Romans8:1

2. Complete Satisfaction and Joy---1Peter1:8 “Whom having not seen ye love; in whom
though now ye see him not, yet believing ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory.”

3. Complete Freedom---John 8:32 “Ye shall know the truth and the truth and the truth
shall make you free.”

4. Completely Equipped For Service---Philippians 4:13.

5, Complete Victory---1Corinthians 15:57 “But thanks be to God which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

He is truly the answer



