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Good morning and welcome to our program. I want to thank you for watching Let The Bible Speak. It
is always good to have you with us. In Philippians 3:12-14 we read “Not that I have already attained,
or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid
hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” Paul clearly affirms in these verses that he has
yet work to do if he is to know Christ as he desires. Hence, he will let go of the past and reach for the
future. The future awaits us all. Whether it will be ill or good depends, in part, on our desire to
complete our goals in pursuit of godly perfection. The future itself guarantees that there will be foes,
problems, and difficulties ahead. These must be met with resolve and determination. Just as we face
these challenges individually, so must the church as a whole face. [ want to talk with you today about
the challenge of the future.

One is well justified in asking: What are the demands of the future upon the church of today?

I. The Challenge of the Future Demands Revival.

‘We must have a revival that will shake us to the very foundations of our existence and stimulate us to
greater and more dedicated service. We cannot be satisfied with things as they are. “Will you not
revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? Psa. 85:6

“For thus says the high and lofty one who in inhabits eternity whose name is Holy: I will dwell in the
high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.” Isa. 57:15

A. We Need A Revival That will Make The Church Awake, Alive, And Active.

One good way to capture the essence of what God expects of the church is to notice some of the

figures applied to the church.
1. The church is the army of God FIGHTING a war with sin, and every member is a soldier. Eph.

6:11-17.

2. The church is the body of Christ SERVING. We must be awake, and alive, and active.

3. The church is composed of branches BEARING fruit unto God. Must be alive.

4. The church is the light of Christ SHINING. Are we growing dim?

5. The church is the salt of the earth SAVING the lost. We must be engaged.

Many today are not working. (Make a list of what you did for the church this week)

In some places people are working, but what they do has nothing to do with why the church exists. A
lot of activity going on today reminds me of a car-chasing dog.

You’ve seen them. They chase cars all day long. Every car that comes by.

Then they come home at night dog tired. Question: did you ever see a dog catch a car? Did you ever
wonder what he would do with the car if he caught it? (Question; what if we accomplish our goals,
will we be where we need to be as a church?)




The need for revival is seen in the fact that many of our people are out of duty. In some communities
we actually have as many or more out of duty than we have coming to church. The need for revival is
seen in the fact that we are losing our young people. In fact some have estimated that we lose fully 50
percent of those whose parents are Christians. Church attendance is another area that signals the need
for revival. In the typical church today only one half as many are back Sunday night as were there that
morning, and about a third as many on Wed. night. We need a revival that will awaken the church:
“awake thou that sleepest...” Eph. 5:14 We need a revival that will make the church alive “not slothful
in business but fervent...”

Rom.12:11 We need a revival that will make the church active “Be ye therefore steadfast, immovable
always...” 1Cor. 15:58

B. We Need A Revival That Will Make The Church Spiritual.

1. A church that is spiritually minded is Christ-centered. Jesus must be all in all. When people are
Christ centered, Christ is in their minds and in their hearts. His word is in them, they please Christ and
Christ is pleased with them. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly...” Christ has them and they
have Christ. They look for Christ’s coming, and Christ is coming for them. Instead of being
Christ-Centered, some churches are:

BUILDING-centered. They have exquisite facilities, kitchens, gymnasium’s etc.
PREACHER-centered. Everything centers around the preacher.

TREASURY-centered. They gloat over the staggering sums stored away in the bank C.D.’s.
ACTIVITY-centered. Always a program, supper, party, get-together etc.

Spiritually-minded people need to be conscious of God’s constant care and presence every day. Acts
9:31 “Then had the churches rest...and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit, were multiplied.”

2. A spiritually-minded church will drive out worldliness in all its forms. Sin can have no place in the
life of the church. Sin usurps, drains and saps the life of a church. Rom. 12:9 “Abhor that which is
evil; cleave to that which is good.” Eph. 5:11 “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them.” So long as sin has a dominant place in our lives, the church will be
spiritually weak.

3. Spiritual revival would also include a revival of prayer. Unfortunately too few people really pray.
Too much of what people call prayer today is formal, whereas Jesus wants it to be fervent. Some pray
merely out of habit, and what they say is so predictable that almost anyone could lead their prayer.
Many pray in such general terms that it is difficult to discern exactly what they really want. In bible
times they prayed for specific needs, people, and things to come to pass. 1Thess. 5:17 “pray without
ceasing...”Phil. 4:6 “Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”

C. We Need A Revival That will Restore The Joy Of Our Salvation.

For too long we have wallowed in the doldrums of melancholy and woe. We have gone around with
long faces, and relished anxious doubts and fears. Psa. 51:12-13 “Restore unto me the joy of your
salvation, And uphold me by your generous Spirit, Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and
sinners shall be converted to you.” David had committed sin with Bathsheba. He asks for forgiveness,
(but something is missing) he then cries for restoration of the joy of God’s salvation. This is the joy
that comes to one when he knows his sins are forgiven and he is restored to fellowship with God. We
need to wake up and thank God for what we have.

Having this joy and spiritual enthusiasm is an individual thing. When others see our joy and
excitement, they will be won to the Lord.




II. The Challenge of the Future Demands Diligence in the Pursuit of Our Own Survival,

The church must survive. But how in a world that has gone so wrong? And among weak brethren who
don’t seem to care? And in the presence of those who seem bent on straying from the holy
commandment, who seem oblivious to the dangers about us? With an adversary so cunning and
powerful?

A. The doctrinal element in survival.
So many today who talk about and preach about revival, have eliminated the doctrinal element. “Back

To The Bible” is more than a slogan, it needs to be a reality. We need 10 get back to the bible for the :
Plan of salvation, Plan for the church, Evangelism and Christian living. We cannot survive as a people
s0 long as we pursue a constant pattern of change in our faith and practice, fueled by a desire to be
like the nations about us. The doctrine of the Apostles is little known and little heeded today. Acts
2:42 Apostolic directives, are neglected and overlooked. Instead people try to do anything and
everything in the name of Christianity, whether it is according to the bible or not.

Opposition to an unscriptural practice or approach brings the cry “I can’t see anything wrong with it”
or “where does the bible say we can’t do that?” Note 1Cor. 11:1-2 “Imitate me as | also imitate Christ,
Now I praise you brethren that ye remember me in all things and keep the ordinances as | delivered
them to you.” We need a revival that will break off every relationship tainted with compromise and
unfaithfulness. A revival that will take us back to the bible for what we believe and practice.

B. The personal element in survival.

1Cor.15:58 “Be ye therefore steadfast unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord for as
much as ye know that your labor is not in vain.” In its moral and spiritual application the word
“steadfast” refers to something that is settled. It signifies those who are fixed in purpose. We are
unmovable when we persevere in a course of steadfastness. A person who is unmovable is firmly
persistent. He cannot be moved from what he knows is right. Moral and spiritual decisions are based,
not on what is popular, or pleasing, but on what the Lord demands and expects. The key to personal
survival is based upon our willingness and desire to “abound in the work of the Lord.” To abound is to
excel. The reference is to an abundance. The “bare minimum” will not get the job done. Far 100 many
try 1o get by on as little as possible. This verse negates such an idea. The reward of being steadfast is
found in the phrase “for as much as you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” What a
powerful motive for survival. Heaven waits at the end of the way. 2Tim. 1:12 “I know whom | have
believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep...” Phil. 3:12-14 “I have not already attained, but |
press toward the mark for the prize...”

C. The Divine element in our survival,

Heb. 13:5-6 “Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For
kaMlnsnideiﬂmvahaveywnorfmmhyou..Sowcmyboldlylay'l‘lleLordismy
belper; I will not fear what can man do 1o me?”

Heb. 4:14-16 “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus
the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who cannot
sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin, Let us
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of need.” God wants and yearns for our salvation. “Who would have all men saved and come to a
knowiedge of the truth.” 2Tim.3.7
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Acts 1:11 “...men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? The same Jesus who was taken
up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 1Thess. 4:16
“For the Lord himself will descent from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the trumpet of God...” The arrival of Jesus means the end of : Time--our earthly sojourn-the world as
we know it--opportunity to get right with God--straighten broken relationships--mend torn fences.
Every foe vanquished--the things that stood in our way, the enemies of righteousness. Every sorrow
melted away every tear dried every heartache gone. Diseased bodies give way to new eternal ones
Graves bursting open. Reunion on the shores of deliverance---Jesus is coming. Are you ready for his
return?

When our work is ended, we shall sweetly rest, mid the sainted spirits, safe on Jesus breast; All our
trials over, we shall gladly sing, Grave, where is thy victory, Death, where is thy sting?




