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The Dark Mile
In Job 14:1 we read “Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. He comes forth
like a flower and fades away. He flees like a shadow and does not continue.” In Scotland there is a
narrow and dangerous mountain road. There is no way around it, and thus many must travel it to reach
their homes. So many have lost their lives on this treacherous passageway that the people call it “the
dark mile.” Between here and our eternal home, we must also travel the dark mile, perhaps many
times. There will be no way around it, we will have to go through it to reach home. It is in this
treacherous darkness that many souls become spiritual casualties on their journey to heaven. The
world is filled with all kinds of trouble and disappointments. On every hand, we see pain, sickness,
trouble, war, famine, starvation etc. Our own sense of justice leads us to believe that goodness should
be accompanied by comfort and evil by discomfort and punishment. Yet everyday observation proves
that is not the case, for we see many good people who suffer adversity. I would like to begin today by
pointing out that Adversity Is Certain.
Experience teaches that no person is exempt from hardships. Trouble comes to the righteous and
wicked, the young and old, the rich and poor. It is all around us. God has warned us to expect trouble.
‘We should never be surprised when trials come. Job. 5:7 “Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks
fly upward” Job. 14:1 “Man that is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble.” Some have
thought that having God in their life would lift them above all trials. However, that very fact often
brings one directly into conflict and struggles. This was repeatedly demonstrated in the life of Paul,
who was a great man of God. On his missionary journey to Rome---he had one long fight, with
persecuting Jews, venomous vipers, storms at sea, and a narrow escape from a watery grave. Moses
fully understood this principle, but “chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God...”
Heb.11:25. Christians are taught to expect hardships: 1Pet.2:20 “When ye do well, and suffer for it, ye
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.” Phil.1:29 “For unto you it is given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake. 1Peter 3:14-17 “But and if ye suffer
for righteousness sake, happy are ye...for better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing.” John 16:20-22 “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that ye shall weep and lament, but
the world shall rejoice.” 2Tim. 3:12 “Yea, all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution.” It is impossible for the Christian to avoid heartaches. He will not only bear his own
burdens, but will be grieved by the evil and suffering all about him. Christ wept over lost souls. Paul
was so grieved over the lost state of his kinsmen that he said, “I have great heaviness and continual
sorrow in my heart.” Rom. 9:2
II. Tribulations Are Uncertain Trials are to come, yet they are most uncertain.
A. Uncertain As to Time. “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life?
It is even a vapor, that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. For that you ought to say, If
the Lord will, we shall live and do this or that.” Jas.4:14-15
Life can change in a hurry. It did for Job. Tomorrow’s sun may find us enveloped in a heartache which
" we cannot now imagine. God in His goodness veils the future from us.







