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The Fellowship of The Saints
In Acts 2:42 we read “And they continued steadfast in the apostles doctrine, the fellowship, the
breaking of bread and prayers. The word fellowship (Koinonia) is found a number of times in the
N.T., however it is not always translated by the same English word. Its basic meaning is “a joint
participation” “a sharing or having in common”
Phil. 1:5 “For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.”
Phil. 4:15-16 “Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed
from Macedonia, no church communicated (shared) with me concerning giving and receiving but you
only. For even in Thessalonica you sent once and again for my necessities.”
Rom. 15:26 “It pleased the brethren to make a certain contribution.”
2Cor. 9:13 “Your liberal distribution....”
1Cor. 10:16 “The cup of blessing which we bless is it not the communion...”
Gal. 6:6 “Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.
From these verses we can see that the word means a sharing in common, mutual interest, mutual
activity or a partnership with each other in the blessings of the gospel. The members of the Jerusalem
Church continued steadfastly in this fellowship.
When they withdrew from the “untoward generation” they did not become hermits, but they were
intimate with each other; they were together. There can be no healthy Christian life in isolation
Romans 14:7 “for none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.”
I. Fellowship Is Ilustrated in the Unity of the Body.
a. Underlying all joint action is an antecedently formed relationship that makes fellowship possible.
b. There is perfect fellowship and harmony in the physical body. Every member works in harmony
with every other member, and every member has a function to perform.
c. The church is the body of Christ (1Cor.12:27) “Now you are the body of Christ and members
individually. When there are factions and divisions in the church the fellowship of that church has
been destroyed. Hence Christian fellowship is that spiritual partnership that links together all who
have been baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Into this grand
union all true believers enter. It is this relationship that makes fellowship possible. All selfish and
secular distinctions prevailing in society have been removed. Gal. 3:28 “neither Jew nor Greek, bond
or free...”
1I. In What Are Christians Not To Have Fellowship?
A. Not with devils (demons) 1Cor. 10:20 “ But I say that the things which the gentiles sacrifice they
sacrifice to devils, and not to God and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.” The
Christians were not to participate in the pagan, idolatrous feasts in which these idols were worshipped.
They were not to drink cup of devils or partake of the table of devils. They could, but Paul forbid them
doing so. That is the meaning of “ye cannot.”
B. We are not to have fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness. Eph. 5:1-12 esp. v. 11. The
word “reprove” means to expose. “Sin must be exposed. One is not being nice to a wicked man by







