"And Jesus, when he was faptized, went up straightway out of the water: and
lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matt. 3:16-17)

?




PNEUMATOLOGY

Believe it or not, we are going to study "Pneumatology" tonight
Did you realize that? Well, we are, for "Pneumatology," you see, is
in fact, "A Study Of The Bible Doctrine Of The Holy Spirit!"

NOT TOUCH THE HEM OF THE GARMENT

You understand of course that we will, so to speak, "Not Touch The
Hem Of The Garment", as they say. For, to really do this Bible subject
justice, one needs to make a carful and extensive study of the "Person",
"O0ffice", and "Work" of The Holy Spirit, which wquld involve studying
about Him under various heading$, such as: "The Eternality Of The Holy
Spirit", The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit", "The-Gift Of The Holy Spirit",
"The Holy Spirit's Work In Conversion", "The Spiritual Birth", "The
Impartation Of Spiritual Power By The Layinq on. 0f! The Apostle s Hands",
"Spiritual Gifts", and etc. The' list goes on and on. However, we have
been asked to present what we believe the Bible teaches relative to the
"Indwelling Of The Holy Spirit." Thus, following a few preliminary
remarks, we will enter into the study of this marvelous subject. Of
course, this subject, like all Bible subjects, must be entered into
with the utmost solemnity: The drivel and fudge surrounding the person
and purpose of The Holy Spirit as currently taught by many sects is
nothing more than theomaniac madness.: Remember this: Onlythat which
the Bible-teaches relative to The Holy Spirit is the whole truth,
not that which fanatical religionist teach.

NO SUBJECT SO GROSSLY MISUNDERSTOOD

As V. E. Howard said: "Ignorance of thé Bible teaching on this most
important theme has caused true Christianity to be exchanged for
"Saw-Dust-Trail," Get Religion," and "Get The Holy Ghost" feeling
religion. All such terminology is false, for no one from the Bible
is told to "get" religion, or "get" The Holy Ghost! But, we are told
to practice religion, not "get it." As a result, many honest and
sincere people have been misinformed and their eternal welfare is
predicated on nothing more than feelings.

THE HOLY SPIRIT'S PROMINENCE IN GOD'S WORD

The Holy Spirit is much more prominently mentioned in the Word of
God than the average reader realizes: Someone has pointed out:
"In the sixty-six books of the Bible, He is mentioned in forty-seven
of them; more than two hundred fifty times in the New Testament; more
than 400 times in the entire Bible by more than 40 names; notwithstanding
His prominence He is atrociously ignored.

HOLY SPIRIT A PERSON

The Holy Spirit is a person, a comforter, who guided the apostles
in God's Revelation, through Christ, to men of the earth. The term
"Holy" very fitly expresses the character of that Spirit which is the
source of all holiness and purity. The Holy Spirit is a Divine being,
an intelligent speaking personality, one of the Godhead three. He
is not a ghost, clouded in mysticism, making mysterious decents and
ascents from and to Heaven, striking the souls of men, causing them
to fall out prostrate on the ground, or at the altar, losing their
physical and mental balance. Yet such is being ascribed to The Holy
Spirit all around the world today. Believe it not! For it is a gross
misrepresentation of the mission and work of The Holy Spirit.




PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

The personality of the Holy Spirit is evidenced by the work of the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is said to do things only a person can do:
l: The Holy Spirit teaches. Jesus said, "And He shall teach you all
things" (John 14:26).

2: The Holy Spirit reproves. When Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit
to the apostles He said, "And when he is come, he will reprove the world
of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment" (John 16:18).

3: The Holy Spirit is a guide. In giving this promise Jesus told the
apostles, "he will guide you into all truth" (John 16:13).

4: The Holy Spirit, characteristic of a person, speaks. Continuing
His promise of sending the Holy Spirit, Christ declared, "For he shall
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak" (John 16:13). Paul declared, "Now the Spirit speaketh expresly..."
(I Tim. 4:1). The Holy Spirit, therefore, is a person who hears and speaks!

5: The Holy Spirit is one who is affected as a person. He may be
grieved (Eph. 4:30). He may be vexed (Isa. 63:10). The Holy Spirit may
be lied to (Acts 5:3). The Holy Spirit may be resisted or rejected
(I Thess. 5:19).

6: The Holy Spirit, as a person, appointed and directed God's chosen
men. In Acts 13:2 it is revealed, "the Holy Spirit said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.

HOLY SPIRIT, ORGANIZER
From the beginning, the 0l1d Testament presents the Godhead as three:

God the originator and supreme ruler of all beings; Christ, the Son,
later called the Word, who was the co-creator of all things; and the
Holy Spirit, the life-giver and organi zr, who gave all matter the law
through which he would guide all things in its course for which it was

created.

HOLY SPIRIT IS REVELATOR -

Both Old and New Testament scriptures were revealed by the Holy Spirit.
This affirmation is made in 2 Peter 1:21: "For the prophecy came not in
old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost." The New Testament reveals the God head as
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son; the Son gave his life and his blood to
redeem man from his sin; the Holy Spirit was sent as a comforter to
abide with God's children and lead them and guide them, by truth, in
paths that lead to God. They are divine, distinct persons; yet one in
design, one in purpose and one in manifestations.

Christ declard to the apostles that the Holy Spirit "shall guide you
into all truth"! Then, there is no divine truth today not revealed in the
New Testament. If the Holy Spirit guided the apostles into ALL truth, then
the claims of divine revelations by men and women today are the claims

of fakes and imposters.




PERSONALITY, NOT MATERIALITY

The Holy Spirit is not recognized in a bodily sense. Although He is
a person, He is unheard, unfelt, unseen, untasted, and unsmelled!

"A Spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have" (Luke 24:39),
declared the Master.

There is a difference in personality and materiality. Actually
personality does not pertain to materiality. Bodies which are purely
material have no personality. They are dead bodies! "The body without
the spirit is dead." (James 2:26) Only the spirit gives evidence of
personality. That which is spiritual is not material.

Therefore, The Holy Spirit has no material manifestations or
demonstrations. When men claim to be witnesses of material manifestat-
ions and revelations of the Holy Spirit, they are false witnesses.

The Holy Spirit can not be identified as materiality. When men claim
they saw the Holy Spirit, or the Holy Spirit appeared to them in
identity form, they are mistaken. The Holy Spirit does not and has
not appeared unto man in such material manifestations.

The Holy Spirit is divine and as much a person as God himself.

The Spirit was with the Father and Son in the chambers of the high
court of Heaven, even before the worlds began. In fact, Jesus declared
that "God is a spirit and they that worship him must worship in spirit
and truth." This is an affirmation that the reign of the Godhead is
through the Spirit, by the truth of God.

NO THEORY OF THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN REVELATION WHICH MODIFIES
OR ALTARS THE WRITTEN WORD CAN BE TRUE

Paul to Timothy, wrote: "But continue thou in the things which thou
hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned
them; And that from a child thou hast know the holy scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly
furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. 3:14-17).

Timothy was taught the sacred scriptures from childhood by his -
mother in order that he might become "wise unto salvation." The Holy
Spirit did not intervene directly from heaven and guide him in his
knowledge of God and salvation and He does not do so today!

The scriptures constitute the means of instruction, by the Holy
Spirit, profitable for teaching, reproof, correction and instruction
in righteousness. By the scriptures, the word of God, man is furnished
completly unto every good work (2 Tim. 3:16,17).

Claims of direct revelations from God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit
today are absolute denials of the credibility and inspiration of
the Bible. The curse of God will rest upon anyone who is so foolish
to make such false claims! (Gal. 1:7-9).

If God should today convert a soul by direct operation of the
Holy Spirit, through miraculous intervention, He would set aside the
whole scheme of redemption, revealed by the Holy Spirit through the
apostles in the New Testament.



THE HOLY SPIRIT QUESTION IS DOCTRINAL

If such be true, and it is, it cannot be waived aside or cast away with
the indifferent attitude that brethren have always had disagreements and
held divergent views on various nonessential issues. The Holy Spirit
question is not a nonessential. It is doctrinal; and it involves the gospel
system in its entirety. I firmly believe that the doctrine of the direct
operation of the Holy Spirit in conversion is related to the dogmas of
original sin and hereditary total depravity and that to the same extent
the theory of the immediate indwelling and direct possession of the
personal Holy Spirit is related to the dogma of the impossibility of
apostasy - for the personal inhabitation of the Holy Spirit would mean
personal Holy Spirit guidance in thoughts, words and deeds, the logical
consequence of which would necessarily prohibit and prevent apostasy,
making it impossible for one so posessed to fall from grace. If not, why
not? If it is not true the indwelling personal Holy Spirit would be of
no aid or help in the time of temptation, but would abandon one at the
time of his fall to re-enter him again after his recovery.

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH

A1l of the assertions that I have made are my firm belief, but if I
cannot sustain them by the Word of God, I am wasting your time tonight.
I do not dispute that there is an indwelling of the Holy Spirit within
the heart of a Christian and which operates in his life. The whole of this
study is to discuss the modus operandi - (the mode and the medium, or
the how of the indwelling that abides within and the outgoing that flows
without into the outward living."

THE ANSWER IS IN THE WORD OF GOD

In fact without the Word of God we could not know anything about the

‘Holy Spirit nor any of his workings, under the present arrangements

of God.
ONLY TWO WAYS THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT COULD INFLUENCE MEN

First,the immediate - which means no intermediary, no medium a bearing
down on the object without any intervening medium. Second, the mediate -
through an intervening instrument or agent by which a thing is accomplished,

not direct. There is no third way possible!

PROPHETS AND APOSTLES

The immediate influence was upon the prophets of God and the apostles
of Christ for the purpose of inspiration. The direct indwelling calls
for the direct expression - for why a direct indwelling without the
direct exprssion and guidance? Did you know that the tongues movement
is the immediate out-growth of that very thing, and the theory of
direct indwelling is responsible for it.

MULTIPLE SCRIPTURES

There are multiple scriptures on the operation, in-dwelling and leading
of the Holy Spirit that could be noticed, and we believe them all. But
what I would like to do now, is to point out the fact with Scriptures from
the Word of God, that every effect and influence that the Holy Spirit
exerts upon and within us is affirmed of the Word of God, which proves that
the Spirit operates only through the Word - that every effect or emotion
that the Holy Spirit generates within us, the Word of God engenders.







