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The Lord Hath Put A Difference
Exodus 11:7

In an attempt to persuade Pharaoh to let the children of Israel leave Egypt, God had
visited the land with a series of plagues. They were: water changed to blood, frogs, lice or
mosquitoes, flies or beetles, diseased livestock, boils that broke out in sores, hail, locusts,
and darkness which may be felt.

Pharaoh refused to let the people go. His heart was hardened once again.

After the ninth plague he told Moses “Get away from me. Take heed to yourself and see
my face no more. For in the day you see my face you shall die.” So Moses said, “You
have spoken well, I will never see your face again.”

The first three verses of Chapter 11 comprise a parenthetical statement of something that
had previously happened. Verse four is a continuation of the conversation between Moses
and Pharaoh. In this statement he announces the final plague that will be visited upon the
people. He makes the announcement with the utmost plainness, noting the exact time of
the visitation, the terrible “cry” that would follow, the complete exemption of the
Israelites, the response that Pharaoh would make to the plague, then without waiting for a
reply, leaves in hot anger. Note carefully the statement made in verse 7: even though the
Egyptians would suffer great loss of life, the Israelites will escape unscathed. “that ye
may know how that the Lord doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.”

There was a difference:

Ex. 19:4-6 “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore if you will indeed obey my voice and
keep my covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to me above all people for all the
earth is mine. And you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”

Deut. 14:1-2 “You are the children of the Lord your God; you shall not cut yourselves
nor shave the front of your head for the dead. For you are a holy people to the Lord your
God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all
the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”

Just as God put a difference between the Israelites, his people, and the Egyptians, He has
also put a difference between the Church, his people today, and the world.

1Peter 2:5 “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
1Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own

special people...”

I. There are many ways in which the Church and world differ.

A. They differ in character.




1. The church is divine. Eph. 1:22-23 “And he put all things under his feet, and gave him
to be head over all things to the church which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.”

2. It was purchased with the blood of Christ. Acts 20:28.

3. Itis a kingdom separate from the world. Col. 1:13 “He has delivered us from the power
of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of his love.”

John 18:36 “My kingdom is not of this world...”

It is not a man-made difference, but a God made-difference.

4. The difference is internal.

a. There is no change in physical makeup or outward appearance.

b. The change is inward, as those who were dead spiritually are now alive.

Rom. 6:11 “...dead to sin, alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Eph. 3:16 “that He would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be
strengthened with might through the spirit in the inner man.”

B. They differ in their masters.

1. The world belongs to Satan and those who do not follow God, are followers of Satan.
John 12:31 “Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast
out.”

2Cor. 4:3-4 “But even if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

1John 5:19 “We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the
wicked one.”

Christians are followers of God. Christ is their master and God’s word is their law.

C. They differ in their aim.

1. The unsaved aim at the glory of self and the love of the world.

1John 2:15 “Love not the world neither the things that are in the world...”

2. The church aims at the glory of God.

Col. 3:17 “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”

D. The differ in their destiny.

1. There 1s a difference in the fate of the world and that of the church.

Mk. 16:16 “He that believeth not shall be damned” to be damned is to be lost,

no hope for the unsaved world.

2. The difference between Heaven and Hell

Rev. 21:7-8 “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he
shall be my son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murders, sexually immoral,
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

II. Where Is The Difference Seen?
A. The difference is seen in social life.
Mt. 5:14 Christians are the light of the world.




They see your words, actions and deeds.

1Peter 4:4 “They think it strange, that ye run not to the same excess of riot.”

They see that you don’t swear, curse, gamble, drink etc.

The difference is seen in your companions. 1Cor. 15:33 “Be not deceived evil companion
corrupt good morals.”

B. The difference is seen in home life.

Joshua 24:15 “Choose ye this day whom you will serve...but as for me and my house we
will serve the Lord.” Does your home life truly glorify God?

They see respect for the marriage institution. They see it in the respect you show for your
companion and the commitment you have to the marriage itself.

They see it in the way you teach and discipline your children. Eph. 6:1-2 “Children
obey...”

They see it in the example you set for your children. 2Tim. 1:5 “when I call to
remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in your grandmother
Lois...”

There is a difference in the Christian home and the average home of today.
In one God is exalted and His word honored.
In the other Satan rules and the appetites of the flesh are satisfied.

C. The difference is seen in your religion.

Mt. 15:9 “In vain they do worship me teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.’
What kind of preaching do you like? How does it affect your life?

Is there repentance for sin? Or do you blindly go on in disobedience?

Do they see an humble and complete acceptance of the will of God or

an acceptance of only those things that please you? There is truly a difference in the
committed Christian and the person who fails to live up to the divine standard.

Does your religion take first place in your life, or do you relegate it to the back burner of
your life. Do your neighbors know what you believe and that you are committed to
serving the lord? Do you practice or hide your religion?
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D. The difference is seen in the hour of temptation.

Do you weaken and fall? 1Cor. 10:13 “Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest
he fall.”

“Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God...” James 1:13-14

Can you bear up under the load of trial? 2Cor. 4:17 “For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”

We should not cave in to the tempter. We should not surrender our soul, body or
influence at the slightest inducement to evil offered by Satan. We are different.

E. The difference should be seen in business life.

]. The Christian is honest Romans 12:17 “...provide things honest in the sight of all
men.”

2. Christian principles should govern every aspect of business life.




That eliminates all lying, cheating, under-handed shady deals.
There is a difference.

He was a great preacher, so goes the story, an outstanding evangelist.

But he had a secret. Not earth shaking, but one that kept him awake many nights.

Before he became a Christian, he had worked in a mid-west factory. He was addicted to
booze. One day deeding some money to buy liquor, he stole a typewriter, pawned it and
used the money to satisfy his habit.

Shortly thereafter he was converted and turned his life around, but never returned the
money.

Then he started studying with a desire to preach. Later he began preaching, but still never
repaid the money.

He soon became popular and very successful. “I can’t go back and confess,” he thought.
His conscience still bothered him, until finally he thought “I must go back.”

He went to the old factory. Everyone was glad to see him. Even his old boss received him
royally.

Hard as it was, he said to his boss “I’ve come to make amends. He then told the story of
what he had done.

I come to ask for forgiveness and pay for the typewriter plus interest.

As he spoke, his boss began to week, and said “you know I never believed much in the
Christ you preach, but if he would give you a heart like that, I would like to believe in
him also.” There is a difference.

F. The difference can be seen in the hour of death.

Death holds great fear for the wicked and lost. 2Cor. 5:8 “We are confident, yes, well
pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”

Phil. 1:21 “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” Num. 23:1 “...let me die the death
of the righteous and my end be like his.”

G. The difference will clearly be seen in the judgment.

Mt. 25:32 “All nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate them one from
another as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.” On that day the difference will
be clearly marked. No doubts, no mistakes, no room for error. Which side of the line are
you on?

[11. Why The Necessity of this Distinction?

A. The church cannot grow if the members are not living right.

The worldliness of even a few can hurt the church, 1Cor. 5:6 “...a little leaven leavens
the whole lump.” All of Israel was defeated because of the sin of Achan. Joshua 7.

B. There must be a distinction between the church and the world, because the church
must be pure. Eph. 5:25-27 “Husbands love your wives...that he might sanctify and
cleanse her with the washing of the water by the word, that he might present her to
himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she
should be holy and without blemish.” The difference must be seen to worn those who
would merely profess religion. Mt. 7:21 “not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord
shall...” James 1:22 “Be ye doers of the word and not hearers only.”




