Let The Bible Speak Series
Ronny F. Wade, Speaker

The Power of Influence

Our lesson today involves the subject of influence. Everybody has some kind of
influence...some good...and some bad. Each one of us is some kind of an example in our
home, in our community, on our job, as well as within the church. So the question
basically is: What kind of an example are we? No matter whether we like it or not, there
are those who are constantly watching, observing, where you go, what you do, etc.
listening, to your every word scrutinizing, your every move, and all your dealings,
evaluating, your decisions and your actions, judging your motives, words, actions, and
interaction with others, and comparing our lives with the lives of others, and in so doing,
we become some kind of an example to them. The bible has many good examples for us
to contemplate. There’s the example: ...of Job...who showed us an example of patience
...of Abraham...who showed us an example of faithfulness...of Ruth...who showed us an
example of total commitment...of Jacob...who showed us an example of holy
determination ...of Elijah...who showed us an example of devout praying ...of Noah...who
showed us an example of staying with a job until it’s finished ...of the three
Hebrews...who showed us an example of fearless devotion...of Moses...who showed us an
example of pastoral leadership...of Joseph...who showed us an example of personal
integrity...of Andrew...who showed us an example of bringing someone to Jesus. But our
main concern today is the kind of example we are. To begin with, I would like to point
out that I. Influence Is Something That You Cannot Lose. A. It clings closer to you than
anything you possess. 1. It is like matter, it can be transformed, but it cannot be destroyed.
a. One can have a good influence, and by carelessness cause it to become a bad influence.
b. You can have a bad influence, and by carefulness cause it to become a good c. But in
either case you still have an influence. B. We do not seem to realize the power of
influence over the lives of others until we begin to lead them astray.

Story: Young girl and boy friend went out to celebrate after graduation.

At midnight girl’s father awakened by ringing of phone calling him to the scene of
accident. There he found the dead body of his lovely daughter lying in a ditch, her friend
penned beneath the wreckage of the car and on the pavement a bottle of whiskey.

“If only I could get my hands on the man who sold them that liquor, I would break his
neck.” He went home and feeling the need for a drink went to the cabinet for a drink.

He discovered that his bottle of liquor was gone and in its place a note: “Daddy we
borrowed your bottle, we wanted to celebrate. I’'m sure you won’t mind.”

His influence had paid off, but in a negative way.

II. When You Are Dead Your Influence Will Continue To Live. That is a soberin:
thought. A. Though Abel has been dead for 6000 years, his influence still lives on.
(Heb.11:6) “By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent..” 1. For those who die in
the Lord “their works do follow them.” Rev.14:13_2. This makes the responsibility of




your influence more grave, knowing that it does not die when you do, but will continue to
lead others to follow in your steps after you are gone from this world. “An old man going
a lone highway, came in the evening cold and gray To a chasm vast and deep and wide
The old man crossed in the twilight dim, the sullen stream had no fear for him

but he stopped when safe on the other side, and built a bridge to span the tide.

Old man, said a fellow pilgrim near, you are wasting your time with building here

Your journey will end with the ending day, you never again will pass this way

You’ve crossed the chasm deep and wide, why build you this bridge at eventide?

The builder lifted his old gray head, Good friend, in the path that I have come he said
there followeth after me today, a youth whose feet must pass this way This chasm which
has been as naught to me, to that fair haired youth might a pitfall be He too must cross in
the twilight dim, Good friend, I’m building this bridge for him. Oh the power of
influence. IIl. How Do We Influence One Another? A. The fundamental ways are
suggested by Paul in 1Tim.4:12 “Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 1. In Word (Our words
become an index to our character.) “Brood of vipers, How can you being evil, speak good
things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of the
good treasure of his heart beings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil
treasure brings forth evil things” Mt.12:34-35. In order for us to have a positive influence,
it is important: ...that we tell no lies...that we speak no blasphemies...that we repeat no
gossip...that we verbalize no vulgarity...that we shout no false accusations

Our words are to be seasoned with grace, mercy, kindness, peace, blessing, truth, and
wisdom.Eph.4:29 “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for
necessary edification that it may impart grace to the hearers.” Without these virtues, our
speech becomes critical, harsh, egotistical, judgmental, filthy, vile, and intimidating, and
besides setting a bad example, it Does Not please God. We should pray for purity of
speech like David: Psa.19:14 “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart,
Be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord my strength and my Redeemer.” 2. Manner of Live
Others may not always hear what we say, but they DO see how we conduct ourselves.
How do you conduct yourself:...when everything goes wrong?...when somebody strongly
opposes you?...when you don’t physically feel the best?...when you can’t have your own
way?...when you are in a big hurry?...when you stub your tow, or mash your finger? Or
...when somebody slanders you or embarrasses you? The answer to these questions
reveal what kind of example you are...whether it be good or bad. Phil.1:27 “Only let your
conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am
absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving
together for the faith of the gospel.” 3. Love or Charity The Christian is to be a pattern of
love....how deep is your love for God? ...how loyal is your love for your
companion?...how true is your love for your parents or children?...how sure is your love
for the church?...how devoted is your love for the word of God?...how honest is your love
for righteousness?...how sincere is your love for the brethren? Rom. 12:10 “Be kindly
affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one
another;” Heb.13:1 “Let brotherly love continue...” 1Peter 1:22 “Since you have purified
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your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one
another fervently with a pure heart.” If God’s people were united together, loving as one
big family, the world would be constrained to fall in the ranks of the Lord’s army and
fight against sin. But where a church is rent asunder through hate and jealousy, the
influence of that church is wrecked in the community. 4. In spirit or devotion. If there is
anything in which we should have our whole spirit or soul, it is in our service to the Lord.
Luke 10:27 “...you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” No one
appreciates half-heartedness in any realm and activity of life. Are you devoted
enough:...to read and study the bible daily?...to pray and seek God’s approval for your
life?...to carry the gospel to the lost about you? ...to overlook the faults and failures of
others?...to submit to the perfect will of God?...to forgive those who offend you?...to
welcome the prodigal back home, and do it without reservation or resentment? Your
spirituality will reveal just what kind of an example you are. And the world will be
looking on. 5. In Faith Or in faithful service to God. To be faithful is to be full of faith.
Faith can be seen James 2:18 “show me your faith without your works, and I will show
you my faith by my works.” How faithful are you:...to the Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ?...to the church?...to your companion and family?...to your vows and
commitments?...to your goals and purposes?...to your personal convictions? Can those
who know you best, trust you, and place confidence in you? 6. In Purity If anyone should
be pure, surely it ought to be a Christian, for he has been washed in the blood of the
Lamb. Rev.1:5. Christ is our model in purity of life.1Pet.1:15 “but as he who called you is
holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.” 1Pet.2:21-22 “For to this were you called,
because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His
steps: Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth.”...are your business
dealings honest or dishonest?...is your self-discipline consistent or inconsistent?...are your
private thoughts holy or un holy?...are your everyday decisions good or bad?...are your
personal work ethics right or wrong?...is your attitude reflecting Christ or Satan? B. Our
influence, either for good or bad, is determined by our attitude toward the church. 1.
Many in the church say to the world, that the church is not very important, because they
push it into the background of their hearts and lives. a. If they want to go fishing,
hunting, picnicking or visiting on the Lord’s day, they go and forsake the assembly. b. If
company comes they remain at home with their visitors and thereby say to them that the
church is less important than they are. 2. By giving the church the scraps of our time,
talents and money we influence others to continue in their lost state.

IV. Christian Influence In The Text Is Likened Unto “Salt” and “Light”

A. Both salt and light are silently working forces; they make no noise, yet they both exert
their influence. 1. Salt: a. It is positive--it gives taste to whatever it touches. It cannot be
ignored. If it is present we will recognize it. If it is absent we will miss it. Just so with the
Christian, He is a positive force in the world. b. Salt is also negative. It is a preventative
as a preservative. It prevents or keeps back decay. Christians are like that; they are called
upon to exercise a moral and spiritual, a penetrating and purifying influence upon others.
2. Light: a. Light is positive, it is conspicuous; it must be seen, thought it may be




unwelcome. The church occupies a very conspicuous place in the world. A Christian is
like “a city set on a hill” b. Light is also negative, it dispels darkness. Those in darkness
hate to have the light of God’s word shine on them. Jno.3:19 “Men love darkness rather
than light...” Those in sin do not like to have their sin exposed, nevertheless we are to
reprove them. Eph. 5:11 The ultimate purpose of a good influence is “that others may see
your good works and glorify your Father which is in heaven.” You are writing a gospel, a
chapter each day By the deeds that you do, and the words that you say. Men read what
you write, whether faulty or true Say, what is the gospel according to you? The Power of
a positive influence may well be the difference between success and failure, salvation and
destruction, a home in heaven or punishment in hell.




