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The Questions We Never Ask
Jeremiah 8:5-6

The Lord instructed Jeremiah to remind the people of their persistence in wrong doing.
Hence the men of Judah were “challenged” to make amends for their evil record and
return to the right way of living. They not only failed to repent, but refused to ask “what
have I done?” They were afraid, evidently, to face the fact of their sin. Often we fail to
ask the very questions necessary for reformation of life.

It may be that we don’t want to know the answer or that we are afraid of learning the very
things that could set us free and make us what we need to be.

Some of the questions many never ask are:

1. What Have [ Done With Jesus?

The question was asked by Pilate in Mt. 27:22. No accused man ever before or since
placed a ruler in such a fearful dilemma. It was a perilous responsibility to face. One
Pilate sought to escape. Pilate was conscious of the innocence of Christ. His wife sent
word: “Have thou nothing to do with that just man; for I have suffered many things this
day in a dream because of him” Mt.27:19. There were weighty influences pulling against
releasing Jesus. It was a great political risk for Pilate. And when he saw that he could not
prevail by getting them to release Jesus and accept the robber Barabbas, he “washed his
hands” and declared “I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it”
Mt.27:24.

A. This was a political question when asked by Pilate, but today it is a moral and living
one that must be answered daily. It agitates the world today as it did then. However,
Christ was born, lived, taught, and died. His teachings are here. The issue is clear-cut.
We must either confess him with all its glorious rewards or deny him with all its terrible
consequences. Mt.10:32-33

B. This is a personal question: “What shall “I” Do with Jesus? Each one is responsible for
his own decision and conduct. 2Cor.5:10. No man can wash himself of this responsibility.
In every religious and moral action the teachings of Jesus loom before us.

What will we do with Jesus?

1. When tempted with evil?

2. When out in a crowd, the market place? (dress, appearance etc)

3. In social gatherings? (vile language, drinking, etc)

4. When with friends with whom we disagree spiritually?

5. When confronted with false doctrine?



6. When the opportunity comes to obey His word?

II. What Have | Done With His Church?

Jesus said in Mt. 16:18 “T will build my Church.”

This is the institution that we need to tie our lives to. The one institution through which
we serve God. Eph. 3:21 “to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.” There are not two places in which to glorify God. “In the
church” and “in Christ” represent the same theater of operations. Those in Christ are in
the church. Those not in the church are not in Christ. The church is the body of Christ
Col.1:18 and Eph. 1:22-23 “And he put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in
all.”

There is one body Eph.4:4. That one body is the church Col.1:18. We are baptized into
the one body 1Cor.12:13 “For by one spirit we were all baptized into one body..” All the
saved are added to the Church Acts 2:47. What have you done with the Church of Christ?
You may neglect the church now, but one day you will face God for not serving and being
faithful through the Church. Are you a member of it? If not, why? Are you faithful to
Christ through it?

Faithful in attendance?---Heb. 10:25

Faithful in service?---ready to every good work---Gal.6:9-10 “And let us not grow weary
well doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not loose heart. Therefore, as
we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of
faith.”

III. What Have 1 Done With The Holy Spirit?

John 16:5-15---John 14:25-26

The Holy Spirit was to be sent to the Apostles to guide them into all truth. “He will
convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment.” “He will bring to your
remembrance all things that I have said to you.”

The two-fold office of the Holy Spirit Comforter in the apostles is:
(1) “bring all things to your remembrance” i.e. the reminding office of the Holy Spirit in

them.
(2) “he shall teach you all things” “guide you into all truth” i.e. the revealing office of the

Holy Spirit in them.
Paul affirms in 1Cor.1:13 that God revealed the truth to the Apostles through the Holy

Spirit.

What you have done with the Holy Spirit, is determined by what you do with the
Holy Spirit’s teaching or message.

The scriptures teach that we can:




1. Grieve the Holy Spirit. Eph.4:30 “And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption.” The commands of the Spirit are the
commands of God. To violate the commands of the Spirit, grieves Him. It is our duty to
vield to and not rebel against the Holy Spirit. Just as a wayward child makes a heavy-
hearted parent, we grieve the Spirit when we fail to follow His teachings. He is displeased
with the behavior of wicked men. Specific reference here is to the corrupt speech of v.29
Have you grieved the Spirit by your actions, your failures, your disobedience, by your
lack of concern for others?

2. Quench the Holy Spirit. 1Thess.5:19 “Do not quench the Spirit.” The word for
“quench” was used of putting out a fire, the thought being that the Christian should not
put out the sacred fire of truth within.

Parallel passages: 1Cor.11:30 “many are weak and sickly among you, and some sleep.”
2Peter 2:20-21 “The last state is become worse than the first.”

1John 5:16 “There is a sin unto death...”

1Tim. 5:16 “She that giveth herself to pleasure is dead while she lives...”

Just as fire may be smothered by an element such as earth or water, so the Spirit of God
may be quenched in the hearts of men by things which the Spirit cannot abide. The fire
may be put out by the cold drizzle of worldliness, by the heavy blanket of selfishness, or
by the companionship of evil people. The negligent student of the holy scriptures can let
the fire go out. The stormy winds of false doctrine can blow it out. In Atlanta, GA there is
a burning street lamp, the flame of which dates back to the Civil War, a link with the past
which that community has faithfully guarded for over a century. How much more should
we guard the flame of God’s eternal truth in our hearts.

3. Resist the Holv Spirit. Acts 7:51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears. You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did so do you.” To “resist” means
to “fall against, to rush against.” The meaning being that they had fallen against the Holy
Spirit as one would against an enemy. Their fathers had resisted the Holy Spirit, as
Stephen shows in the next verse. They had done the same, as he shows in v.53, by
persecuting Jesus. Hence, men resist the Holy Spirit when they reject the words spoken
by the Holy Spirit through inspired men. Stephen’s statement is an announcement of
God’s judgment upon evil men whose day of grace had at last expired. The stroke of
divine punishment was already poised and ready to fall upon the temple and the city
which were so inseparably linked to the rejection and murder of the Son of God. In about
thirty-five years after Stephen’s speech, the armies of Vespasian and Titus destroyed
Jerusalem and the temple, putting more than a million people to death. The high price of
“resisting the Holy Spirit.” Are you resisting the Spirit today? Do you yield to His
teachings and pleadings. Or turn your ears away and continue in sin?

IV. What Have I Done With The Bible? The history of God’s word is remarkable. It is a

powerful, mind altering, life changing message to all men.
“Every hour I read you it kills a sin or lets a virtue in to fight it.” Issac Walton




It has preserved and blesses nations. “That book is the rock upon which this republic
rests.” Andrew Jackson

“If we abide by the principles taught in the bible our country will go on prospering, but if
we and our posterity neglect its instruction and authority, no man can tell how sudden a
catastrophe may overwhelm us and bury us and our glory in profound obscurity.” Daniel
Webster

Prov.14:43 “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”

What have you done with the bible? Do you read it? Do you allow it to inspire your life?
Do you share its message with others? Some through the years have hated, detested, and
tried to destroy it. John Wycliffe translated the first bible into English. The first man to do
so. So enraged were some that 13 years after his death they unearthed his remains and
burned them.

1. Has the authority of the scriptures affected you?

Mt.28:18-20 “all power or authority is given is given unto me” said Jesus. 2Tim.3:16-17
“All scripture is given by the inspiration of God...”

Are you more affected by the writings of Joe Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, or E. G. White
than Christ and the Apostles? Do you yield to the authority of the bible or parental
belief’s? Do you follow God’s word or popular opinion?

2. Are you moved by the power of God’s word?

The scriptures have exerted tremendous power culturally. The record of a nation’s
advancement and cultural growth is largely determined by that people’s acceptance of the
scriptures and their fidelity to them. The scriptures also possess the power to transform
the lives of those who obey its teaching Rom.12:1-2.

It has the power to transform, ennoble and beautify human lives as no other book.

It has the power to comfort when the storms of life destroy the tranquillity of our
existence. Gives us hope in the face of illness, trouble and death 1Thess.4:13 “...lest you
sorrow as others who have no hope.” John 14:1-2 “Let not your hearts be troubled...”
What have you done with the bible? Have you:

Let it tell you of your obligations? Eccl.12:13 “Now let us hear the conclusion...”

Let it prick and cut your heart? Heb.4:12

Let it affect your conscience? Acts 2:37

Let it furnish you to every good work? 2Tim.3:16-17

Or have you: neglected it, failed to read it, disobeyed it, hardened your heart against it?
These are some of the questions we never ask? Questions that trouble us. Answers we
are afraid to give. For we know our answers would reveal, a failure to confront our sins

and failures.




