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The Unwritten Gospel

Matthew 15:1-9

The word gospel means good tidings or good news. In the New Testament it is the good news of the
salvation of Christ. According to Galatians 1:6-9 there is only one true gospel. This message was in
inspired men according to 2Corinthians 4:7 “we have this treasure in earthen vessels.” The gospel is our
standard of conduct today. Many, unfortunately are unwilling to accept it. They seek to substitute for the
one written gospel of God an unwritten gospel as authority in religion.

I. The Unwritten Gospel of Feelings.

A. Many today appeal to their feelings as authority in religion.

In the Old Testament the heathen Ammonites gave their children to Moloch (a brazen image on a throne
that was hollow. A red hot fire burned within and the children were tossed into the fire and killed.) The
Hindus throw their babies into the Ganges river to be devoured by crocodiles. They feel that they are
right, but are they? Surely not. Many Protestants feel good about their religion. They say “I wouldn’t
trade what I feel for all the water in the ocean.” Does prove they are right? Of course not. Feelings are
unreliable. Jacob deceived his father Isaac. Isaac thought it was Esau because he felt of the arms, but he
was deceived. It felt right, but it wasn’t. Saul said in Acts 23:1 “And Paul earnestly beholding the
council said, men and brethren I have lived in all good conscience to this day.” He felt good about
persecuting the church, but he was wrong. His feelings did not make it all right. Religion seems to be the
only field where feelings are relied upon. The rich man does not rely upon how he feels when making
investments. A condemned man does not rely on his feelings for evidence of pardon. Why, then do men
rely on their feelings in the important area of salvation? Feelings are an unwritten gospel.



II. The Unwritten Gospel of Tradition.

Traditions are age-old practices and time proved beliefs. The root word in the Greek means to “give up
or over, to hand down, to transmit.” The word tradition is used in a good sense when it refers to inspired
truth taught by the Apostles. In 1Corinthians 11:2 Paul said “...keep the traditions as I delivered them to
you.” These traditions were divine in that they had been commanded by God. The word tradition can
also be used in a bad sense when it is used to refer to the doctrines of men Mt. 15:2. “Why do thy
disciples transgress the tradition of the elders when they eat bread?” These people placed more weight
on “tradition” than they did the law of God. These traditions were often referred to as the “oral precepts
of Moses and were regarded as authoritative as the Law of God itself. In the same way many today view
tradition as binding as the truth. The Catholics hold to the traditions of the church. Many Protestants
hold to “sprinkling” for baptism even though the bible never even mentions it. Traditions must be
rejected as a source of authority in religion. They are truly an unwritten gospel.

II1. The Unwritten Gospel of Custom.

A custom is defined as a “generally accepted convention. The power is very great. Hair styles worn by
both men and women are so powerful that few dare to go contrary to them. In denominational circles the
power of custom often dictates what people do in matters of religion. If every one else is doing it, others
find it hard not to go along with it also. Morally people follow the masses. Often one will say “everyone
dances, or drinks or smokes.” Just because everyone does it, however, does not make it right. One
cannot rely n such to determine good from bad or right from wrong. God warned about such when he
said “Keep thee far from a false matter...” Exodus 23:7. In other words “it doesn’t matter how many
people do a thing, that doesn’t make it right. The Lord told us to “enter at the strait gate, for wide is the
gate and broad the way that leads to destruction.” The narrow way leads to life Matthew 7:13. Jesus was
a non-conformist. He did not automatically buy into what others were doing, neither should we. Customs
may vary, but the law of God does not. The unwritten gospel of custom is fickle, changing, and clearly
wrong in determining right from wrong.

1V. The Unwritten Gospel of Human Opinion.

Often someone will say “how could such a good man be wrong?” Because one is considered bright,
smart, or a scholar many are willing to accept their word for almost anything. A religious practice may
have no basis at all in scripture, but because some preacher thinks it is all right, many others fall in line
behind his opinion and allow it to guide them. What a tragedy.

It is very obvious that since good and smart men differ, just because some good man believes in
something, that does not make it right. Paul wrote in 1Corinthians 1:19 “For it is written I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise and bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” Again in Romans 3:4
“Let God be true and every man a liar.” Paul also declared in Galatians 1:6 “But though we or an angel
from heaven declare any other gospel that that we have declared t you, let him be accursed.” In other
words don’t listen to him. The reason for that is that we can know the certainty of God’s will. Notice
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Luke 1:3-4 “It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very
first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus that thou mightest know the certainty of
those things, wherein thou has been instructed.” “That thou mightest know the certainty.” This is
something we can know and be certain about. Why rely on human opinion when we can rely upon the
word of God? Paul warns us in 1Timothy 3:14 “But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them.” Isn’t it wonderful to be assured of
something? No reason for doubt or question. When we rely on the one true gospel we have assurance.
When we rely on tradition, custom, feelings or human opinion, we have no such assurance.




