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The World’s Greatest Fools
Psalm 14:1

There are many fools in the world today, and every one of them is pictured in the Bible.
The word of God is never out of date. Although written many years ago. Times change,
customs change, but human conduct remains the same. The Bible gives us a picture of
certain men whom God called “fools.” The word “fool” means someone who is silly,
unwise or simple. In the Bible it means more than that. It includes men who have become
vile and degraded, men with rotten hearts and lives. Men who want to get rid of God.

Just who are these fools?

I. The Atheistic Fool.

“The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God.” Ps. 14:1

Where did God come from? How do we know there is a God? We believe in God
because it is reasonable to do so. (We could use the bible to prove there is a God, but
those who reject the idea of God also reject the bible)

Something is, therefore something always was. Had there ever been a time when nothing
existed then nothing could have existed at any time because something cannot come from
nothing. If there ever was a time when nothing existed, there could have been no event
for there would have been no cause. There are only two things in existence—mind and
matter. As to eternal existence but three things can be supposed: (i.e. something that has
always existed)

1. Dualism, which says both mind and matter are eternal;

2. Materialism, which says that matter is eternal and mind is a result of certain
combinations and properties of matter, and

3. Theism, which affirms that mind is eternal and that matter is a creation or result of
mind.

Dualism is unscientific. To suppose two eternal existences would solve no difficulty.
Materialism says that matter is eternal and has created mind, intellect and life.

Theism says that mind—God—nhas existed from all eternity and has created the material
universe.

It is reasonable to believe that this eternal force was mind and not matter. Mind is
superior to matter. My mind is superior to my pencil. Mind knows, but matter is the
object known. Mind moves and modifies matter. A rock is matter. It is known, but does
not know. Mind can modify a rock, but the rock can do nothing of itself, but just be a
rock. The chemist is greater than his chemicals and the mind is greater than the body
which it guides. That which existed from eternity has spontaneity and force.

Without spontaneity it would have remained dormant. Without force it would have
caused no event, only mind possesses the quality of spontaneity and force. Matter
remains in the condition in which it is, whether of rest or motion, until something from




without changes it. All the works of man are examples of causation. We see a house, and
know there was a builder. We may never find the builder, but we know he exists.

A watch, is, that is it ixists. May never see the watchmaker, yet I know he existed.

In the same way, we know God exists, and we know something about him by seeing the
things He made.

One night in Egypt, Napoleon pointed to the stars and said “For no other reason than
those lights up there, I am convinced that there is a God.” “When I consider the heavens,
the works of thy fingers, the moon and the stars which thou hast ordained; what is man
that art mindful of him? And the son of man that thou visitest him?” Ps. 8.

Benjamin Franklin, while in Paris, made a model planetary system showing the earth and
the planets nearest it. Many astronomers copied it to use in their studies. One day an
atheist friend saw it and asked, “Who made it?” “No one made it “answered Franklin, “it
just made itself, it just happened.” “Your joking,” said the man. “And so is the man who
says the universe just happened,” said Franklin. Two friends slept in tent in the desert.
One put head out next morning and said, “Some camels passed here last night.” “How do
you know, did you see them?” “No, but I see their tracks.” So it is with God’s handiwork.
One does not have to open the bible to learn of God. The book of nature clearly reveals
God. Romans 1:18-20 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness
because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and God head, so that
they are without excuse.” He is seen in the stars, the face of the sun, He is painted on
every flower, traced on every leaf, engraved on every rock. He is whispered by the winds,
and sounded forth by the billows of the oceans. Ps. 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory
of God and the firmament showeth his handiwork.

The difficulties that arise from not believing in God.

1. One assumes the eternal existence of matter, and that nature exhibits no thought, no
design, and no plan.

2. Atheism assigns an inadequate cause of the universe. Matter does not possess the
qualities of thinking, feeling, and volition which we see in the universe.

3. Atheism assumes that life came from dead material without outside stimuli.

4. Atheism maintains the absurd position that all things exist as the result of chance.
A watch cannot by chance bring itself into existence, neither can a universe.

Truly the fool hath said in his heart that there is no God.

Why is he a fool?

1. Because of the evidence all around us.

2. Consequences of rejecting God. He has to meet him some day.
3. Brevity of life. :

4. Certainty of death.

1. The Self-Righteous Fool




Prov. 28:26 “He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool.” Jere. 17:9 “The heart is deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?”” The man who walks
according to his own understanding without the illumination of God’s word is foolish.
Prov. 26:12 “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope of a fool than
for him.” This individual justifies him self on the basis of his feelings, his own opinions,
his dreams, or his bias. A case in point is found in Romans 10:1-3 “Brethren my hearts
desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might be saved, for [ bear them record that
they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge, and going about to establish
their own righteousness have not submitted themselves to the righteousness of God. ”
Israel sought justification based on their own personal capability rather than that made
available by God through faith in Christ. They had a system of self justification based on
the works of the Law. They did not submit to the justification made available through
Christ. A reference to the rejection by most Jews of Christ and his crucifixion.
Justification only comes to the sinner on the basis of Christ’s death on the cross and our
compliance with his will. Those who fail to do so are fools.

I11. The Mocking Fool

Prov. 14:9 “Fools make a mock at sin.” When a man mocks sin, sin will mock the man.
a. Sin mocks men by broken promises.

Sin promised Eve if she ate the forbidden fruit, she would be like God.

Instead she found nothing but bitterness, unhappiness and pain.

b. Sin promises a young girl she can be careless and promiscuous and still be happy.
Instead she is shamed and disgraced, her life ruined.

c. Sin promises a young man he can drink and then leave liquor alone.

Instead he becomes a slave to alcohol and fills a drunkard’s grave.

“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging...” Prov. 20:1

d. Sin promises that a man can leave God out of his life and still be happy.

Instead the man lands in eternal torment.

In Indiana after WWI, there was an insane asylum for soldiers who served in that war.
The head Dr. said that 95% of the patients were insane because of venereal disease.
While in France they had made a mockery of sin, and paid the consequences. People
often say “everybody is doing it.” So someone does the same thing, to be popular and
then pays the price. Gal. 6:7-8 “Be not deceived God is not mocked, for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap...” Because of this, we should see the foolishness in
such statements as, “boys will be boys,” “he is just sowing his wild oats,” it will all come
out in the wash,” or “it won’t make any difference 100 years from now.” This is making a
mockery of sin. Victor Hugo tells how a man was caught in quicksand. One moment he
was walking along in safety, then the sand began to cling to his feet, then he was bogged
down to the knees, then to the waist. He struggled to get out, but the more he struggled
the deeper he went. He soon was swallowed up. This is the picture of sin. The people
today who make a mockery of sin, through strong drink, immorality, foul language,
gambling, and ungodly lives, claiming that “there’s no harm in it” will someday learn just
how wrong they were.

They are truly fools.




IV. The Unbelieving Fool

Luke 24:25 “O fools, and slow of heart to believe.”

Jesus is actually saying to these two men “you are dull of perception.” They had read
what the prophets had spoken, but failed to make the application to Jesus. They failed to
accept the plain teaching of those prophecies. It seems incredible that after all that was
written in the O.T. about Christ, the Jews remained almost totally blind regarding Jesus.
They should have recognized his teaching, suffering, rejection and eventual death on the
cross as fulfillment of the O.T. passages that addressed those things. This is precisely
what is wrong with the masses today. They accept only the portion of God’s word they
like or with which they agree. “I believe in heaven, but not hell or the devil.” “I believe in
God, but not all the bible.” The scissors and paste method so common among people
today is incapable of revealing the whole truth of God’s word. Today people read the
scriptures through colored glasses. 2Tim 3:16-17 “All scripture is given by the inspiration
of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reprof, for instruction in righteousness...”
People who reject any part of God’s revelation are foolish.

V. The Worldly Fool _

Luke 12:20 “But God said unto him, thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of
thee: then whose shall these things be, which thou hast provided?”

This story of a man God calls a fool begins in triumph and ends in tragedy.

1. When blessings were multiplied upon this man, it only served to increase his
covetousness. He only wanted more.

2. Eleven times in these few lines the man refers to himself. His riches had led him to be
self-centered. “I have not where to bestow my fruits.” What a horrible error. He had his
barns, the bosoms of the needy, the houses of the widows, the mouths of orphans and of
infants.

3 He forgot God, his eternal soul and others. He was saying “Soul, take thine ease. God
was saying “Fool, this night is thy soul required of thee.” Notice the contrast “many
years” vs. “this night” and “much goods laid up” vs. “whose shall these things be”

4. This man failed to recognize his status, not as the true owner of his goods, nor even of
his soul, which were “his” only in the sense of his being temporarily a steward of them.
The loan of an immortal spirit from God was about to be recalled, and the stewardship of
his worldly possessions would pass, that very night to others. We often think of
worldliness as some immoral evil, which it is. But not that only, this man loved the world
and himself, but not God 1John 2:15-17. He was a fool.




