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‘Till There Was No Remedy
2Chronicles 36:11-16

The saddest and most frightening words one can hear from a Dr. are: “I’'m sorry, there is

just no cure or remedy for the disease that you have. One is left with a feeling of

helplessness, when such a message is given. Our text concerns just such a situation.

Zedekiah ruled 11 years in Judah. His reign was marked with evil and rebellion.

He was proud and unmindful of his obligations to the king of Babylon. He did evil in the

sight of the Lord, which is what really counts. Jeremiah told him to submit to

Nebuchadnezzar, but he refused. In rebelling against the king, he not only was disobeying 1
the word of God, as spoken by the prophet, but broke his own word of oath to the |
Babylonian king. He stiffened his neck, i.e. he was stubborn and unyielding to the law. }
Although the Babylonians had put the king and his country under their rule, they had

been lenient enough to leave the temple for their use. They could have continued in a

partial observance of the services at least, in the holy building. But instead of doing so,

this wicked king had even encouraged the priests and people in their heathen practices.

They even polluted the temple itself. God is ever compassionate, and desirous of sparing

his people all the sorrow possible. He continued to warn and admonish the people to

repent and do what was right, through his chosen messengers. They mocked the

messengers, i.e. they derided or ridiculed them. They despised the works of God sent by

these messengers, an indication that they belittled them. They continue in this until the

wrath of God was aroused against them, to the extent that the nation got beyond remedy.

This simple yet sobering statement indicates that God had reached his limit. No longer

would pity be shown. What a shame. Israel had great privileges: They had the law, a

good land, the prophets of God and a true knowledge of God. Yet she spurned all this.

She could have obeyed the voice of God, heard his prophets and heeded their words, at

which point she could have experienced and enjoyed the grace, goodness and love of

God. But that was not to be. Psa.81:10 “I am the Lord your God, Who brought you out of

the land of Egypt: Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. But my people would not

heed my voice, and Israel would have none of Me. So I gave them over to their own

stubborn heart, to walk in their own councils.” THERE WAS NO REMEDY.

The scriptures give us a number of situations where people reach the point of no return,
the point where no remedy exists.

I. There Is No Remedy For People Who Fail To Retain God In Their Knowledge.
Romans 1:28 “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting:” A knowledge of
God is absolutely necessary for anyone to acceptably serve Him, and implies not only an
admission of His existence, but also a willingness to obey Him. God does not
capriciously give up on anyone. When he does, his actions are founded upon the
righteous premise that such conduct deserved the adverse judgment it received.




The extent of man’s ruin that inevitably follows when God gives him up involves the
total moral, intellectual, and physical nature of man. When the affections of man are
corrupted, they reach a state of loving darkness rather than light John 3:20.

* The specific sins revealed in scripture causing God to give man up are: Romans chapter 1
1. Sinning against the light v. 21, (these people sinned against the light they had)

2. refusing to give God thanks v.21,

3. vain imaginations v. 21-22, (their speculations were foolish and without value) Having
shut themselves off from the only source of light, “their senseless heart was darkened.”
4. worshipping and serving the creature rather than the Creator v. 25

it may be, however, that the greater sin, encompassing all these, is that of the deification
of humanity. Men still want to deny God and take His place. It is the old sin of Eve, who
believed the hideous lie “ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.” Gen. 3:25 Today
men are still deifying humanity in a thousand ways, traveling old forbidden roads to ruin.
How?

1. neglect of religion and worship of God

2. secularization of the total life of people

3, exalting man over God

4. exalting the words of men over the Word of God

5. worshipping images that are like men bowing down to and consecrating them
6. exalting the foolish notion that the solution of man’s problems lies within man.
7. resulting in the creature being worshipped and served more than the creator.

What happens to the worship of God under such conditions?

1. There is a conscious neglect of God’s worship, coupled with ingratitude and failure to
give God thanks for all his mercies.

2. Idolatry ensues with the worship of things, first images of men, then images of birds,
beasts, and finally creeping things all of this accompanied by sensuality.

3. God gives them up to the sensuality they have preferred, with the resultant immorality.
4. God gives them up even further to the progressive erosion of the very principle of
morality, leading to the perversion and depravity of both sexes.

5. Finally, God gives them up to a reprobate mind, leading to conditions in men that
deserve the sentence of death to be executed upon them v.28-32.

(So also those who consent with or approve such actions)

NO REMEDY

11. There Is No Remedy For Those Who Seek Justification Under The Law of Moses.
Gal.5:4 “You who have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified

by law; you have fallen from grace.”
Gal.5:1 ‘Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made you free, and do not be

entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”

Gal.3:19 “What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgression




untill the seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed
through angels by the hand of a mediator.” Before the law was given by Moses to Israel,
the wrong doing of man was recognized as sin, i.e. a deviation from the course of right
conduct. But when the law was given, sin was to be seen as the violation of explicit law.
Thus the law was added to show sin in its true light. v. 24 “the law was our tutor
(schoolmaster) to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.” The “guardian”
was a slave who had general charge over a Jewish boy from the age of 6-16. He watched
over his outward behavior, took charge over him. This illustration shows the temporary
nature of the law. Christians had become dead to the law by the body of Christ.

When they died with Christ (Rom.6:3-4) they died to the law. How? “by the body of
Christ” that is his death on the cross. By dying to the law, they were free to be married to
another. Col.2:14 “having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us,
which was contrary to us, And He has taken it out of the way having nailed it to the
cross.” Heb.10:9-10 “Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God, He taketh away the
first that he may establish the second By which will we are sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” It now becomes clear why Paul would
say to the Galatians “if you seek justification by the law, ye are fallen from grace.” In
other words you are WITHOUT REMEDY. Further proof of this is given in Heb.6:4-6
“For as touching those who were once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly gift, and
were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of God, and the powers
of the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again unto
repentance seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame.” False teachers appeared among these Hebrew Christians telling them that
Jesus was an impostor. That Messiah was yet to come. To accept such teaching was to
turn away from the only Savior who could deliver them, thus their case became hopeless.
These Christians had shared all the blessings the Christ and the new covenant provided
them. Rejecting all this, and seeking salvation in the law or any other means, left them
entirely without hope, WITHOUT REMEDY. Heb.10:25-26 «....those who sin
willfully...there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin...” Thus we can see the horrible fate
that awaits all those who die out of Christ. 2Cor.5:17

The sinner, who rejects Christ, is WITHOUT REMEDY, without God and without hope.




