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WHAT HAPPENED AT CALVARY?
Luke 23:33-38

At Calvary one of the great paradoxes of all time took place.
Jesus Christ, the lamb of God, died for the sins of the world.

Most deaths bring only tears-----this one brought happiness
Most deaths bring only darkness-----this one brought light
Most deaths mark the end of something-----this one marked the beginning of something.

The world has never been the same since Calvary. That day those who stood nearby
remarked "Truly this was the Son of God." Since that day, thousands upon thousands
have confessed the same.

The death of the lonely Galilean, has made a defining difference in the lives of far too
many for us not to understand fully what happened that day so long ago at Calvary.

1. Calvary was a cruel place. Heb. golgatha Greek and Latin--Calvary. Both mean the
place of a skull. We're not sure why. Perhaps because it was a place of execution.

2. Calvary was a shameful place. He died between two thieves. Heb. 12:2 "looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God."
3. Calvary was an appropriate place. Outside the walls of the city. Heb. 13:11,12 "For the
bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the lngh priest for
sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people
with His own blood, suffered outside the gate."

The point: The Jews could not eat the flesh of any sin-offering whose blood was carried
into the sanctuary by the High Priest. The flesh of all such victims had to be carried
outside the camp, and burned. Since Christ died outside the camp or gate the Jew as a Jew
would be forbidden to eat of the sacrifice. The idea being that they must reject the old
order, the camp of Israel, leaving Judaism behind them, and take upon them the reproach
of Jesus, it they would be made partakers of the benefits of his death.

4. Calvary was a conspicuous place. Beside a well-traveled road. Mark 15:29 "And those
who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, "Aha you who destroy

the temple and build it in three days save Yourself, and come down from the cross."

BUT WHAT REALLY HAPPENED WHEN CHRIST DIED?

I. Satan Was Bruised.



Gen. 3:15 "But I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and
her seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."

"He shall bruise thy head..." is a promise of ultimate and complete victory over evil by the
Lord. This took place on Calvary, where Christ slew him "that had power of death" Heb.
2:14.

The charter of redemption was achieved on the Cross, and full rewards of it will be
bestowed upon the righteous at the time of the eternal Judgment.

"Thou shalt bruise his heel.." a reference to the Crucifixion. What appeared to be Christ's
destruction was turned into great triumph. "And declared to be the son of God with
power, according to the spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection from the dead." (Rom.1:4)

After the stunning defeat of Calvary, Satan will never enjoy limitless power. The day
hastens when he shall forever be cast into the lake of fire, to be tormented forever.

Whatever Satan may do, it is always under God's permissive will; and all that he does will
finally serve the eternal purpose.

II. The Sin Debt Was Paid.

The sin debt of all humanity was being paid in full as Jesus hung suspended between
heaven and earth.

Heb. 9:22 "without the shedding of blood there is no remission..."

Heb. 10:4 "not possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sin"

1John 1:7 if we walk in the light "the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin..."

Romans 5:8-9 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through Him."

Heb. 9:12 "Nor yet through the blood of goats and calves, but through his own blood,
entered in once for all into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption."

1. Christ blood contrasted with animals--his was superior

2. A more exalted place of offering--in heaven itself

3. Needed to offer only once

4. His blood cleanses our guilty conscience Heb. 9:14

5. Its benefits extend back to Eden--Heb. 9:15 "So then the atoning sacrifice of Christ is
the basis for the salvation of all who are saved before the cross and since." A.T.
Robertson

6. His sacrifice so effective that it need never be repeated Heb.9:28

1II. A New and Living Way Was Opened.



"Having, therefore, brethren boldness (joyful confidence) to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which he hath consecrated (made new) for us
through the veil, that is to say his flesh." Heb.10:19-20

The Tabernacle Service:

The court was a type of the world
The holy place a type of the church and
The most holy place a type of heaven.

The beautiful gate---represents the joy of infancy and childhood

Within the Court standing 30 feet in height are the

Alter-- near the entry--stands for sacrifice of Christ--the ancient worshipper paused here
to have his right ear, right hand, and great toe of right foot sprinkled with blood
Laver--he then proceeded to laver where he was washed all over, received clean linen
robes (a symbol of forgiveness) and passed through the doors into the Holy place. (We
are baptized i.e. "our bodies washed with pure water before we enter the church.)

Golden candlestick---the only light---represented God's Word---the church perpetuates
and dispenses the light of the Gospel. Every congregation should be a light-supporter and
light-dispenser.

Table of shewbread---on this table were placed every Sabbath by the high Priest 12 cakes
of fine flour, six in a row, and on each row a cup of frankincense...represents the spiritual
food of Christians, all of whom are made priests to God through Christ.

Alter of incense---on this alter every morning and evening the priests burned sweet
incense---typical of prayers of the saints.

Vail---suggests many things, but in the large view stands for death by which man passed to
the higher and better world.

Most holy place, with its ark and mercy seat symbolized heaven and the presence of God.
(Could only get into Most Holy Place through the Holy Place. We can only get to heaven
through the church.

The high priest, once every year, went into the most holy place with blood which he
offered for himself and for the sins of the people.

Paul affirms in Heb. 10:19-20 "Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,
through the vail, that is to say his flesh;"

From this we learn:



That Christ having appeared as the High Priest of the New Economy, entered through a
greater and more perfect tabernacle into the heavenly Sanctuary, not with the blood of
bulls and goats, but his own blood, thereby procuring eternal redemption for us. The
superiority of Christ's ministry is indicated in the following ways:

1. On his way into the heavenly Sanctuary, he passed through, not a material structure,
such as the tabernacle, but through the true and spiritual Tabernacle of the new creation.
2. He went into heaven itself, not into a mere symbol of it

3. He went by means of his own blood.

4. By means of this one offering he has procured for us eternal redemption, and purified
our consciences from dead works, thereby qualifying us for service to God.

Hence, Paul's conclusion: 1. That the way into the Holiest of all, though dark and
mysterious to the ancients, has now been made manifest to us through the shed blood of
Christ.

2. that he ever lives there as a priest on his throne to intercede for us and to bless us; and
3. that by virtue of his atoning blood, we, t0o, are allowed to follow him and be with him
as joint heirs of the eternal inheritance.

For these reasons, we "know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,
we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
2Cor.5:1

A New And Living Way: The way into the Sanctuary of the OT was a lifeless pavement,
trodden by the high priest and by him alone. But the way that has been opened and
consecrated for us by Christ, is one that really leads and carries all who enter it into the
heavenly rest.

It is also is a way that leads through the vail; that is through the rent flesh of Christ. As the
vail was the only medium of access to God under the Old Economy, so also is the rent
flesh of Christ the only medium of access to Him under the New Economy.

IV. The New Testament Was Dedicated

In Jeremiah we have the promise of a new covenant.
Jeremiah 31:31
Mt.26:28 Jesus declared that "This is my blood of the covenant"

Heb.12:24 "For this cause he is the mediator of a new covenant"
Heb. 8:6 "...he is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better
promises.”

Heb.9:15 "And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they
which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance."



.

Paul affirms here that the death of Christ was necessary in order to the redemption of the
transgressions which were committed under the old covenant during the Jewish age.

As the old was passing away, the new covenant was being ratified and dedicated.
Luke 22:20 "This cup is the new testament in (ratified) by my blood." The blood of Christ

sealed, ratified, made good or binding God's new covenant with all mankind through Jesus
Christ.

As the unnatural darkness settled over the land---the old age was dying and a new age was
coming into existence.

The law had come through Moses, Now the aeon of grace and truth was
beginning--Jno.1:17 "The Law came by Moses, but grace and truth by Jesus Christ."

The Kingdom which John the Baptist and Jesus both had promised was now ready to be
built.

Later that day the disciples lay the body of their blessed Lord in the tomb. But on the third
day, He was resurrected from the dead, signaling for all the world to see, the beginning of
a new age.

V. The Church Was Purchased

As the angry crowd jeered at the foot of the cross, Jesus was paying the purchase price for
the church. Acts 20:28 "take heed unto yourselves and unto the flock over which..."

If the modernist who rejects the doctrine of the saving power of the shed blood of Christ
is correct, the church, the bible, and the very idea of salvation are all made void and
meaningless.

If one does not need to be in the church to be saved, Jesus shed his blood in vain.
All the pain, agony, shame, and suffering of Calvary were useless, if the church is not
necessary.




