LET THE BIBIE SPEAK, SERIES

Ronny F. Wade, Speaker

What Is Your Life?
James 4:13-14

The people of our text had a presumptuous disregard for God and his way.
Their attitude, however, was common then as it is now.

Dependence on God is the most fundamental premise of Christianity, and the disposition
to leave him out of our affairs is gross indifference on our part.

“Go to now” i.e. in an attempt to gain their attention, James is saying “listen” “behold”
there is something seriously wrong here.

1. the time when they will leave is of their own choosing; it may be today or tomorrow
2. the city to which they will go they also select;

3. they will remain there a year;

4. the business they will pursue there is trading;

5. from such activity they will get gain.

Their assumption is that the whole matter is in their hands.

All is settled, and in their favor.

God is completely excluded. ‘

Proverbs 27:1 “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth.”

It was this common characteristic of humanity which prompted our Lord to deliver the
parable of the rich fool who left God out of his plans. Luke 12:16-21 (tear down old
barns)

Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. (You don’t know with certainty
what shall occur on tomorrow.)

These people were making plans for a year of tomorrows, yet they didn’t even know what
lay ahead on the first of these tomorrows.

They did not know:

a. whether they would be alive;

b. whether there would be a tomorrow;

c. whether they would be physically able to make the trip planned;

d. whether circumstances would allow them to enter the city;

e. whether if they were able to enter, they would be able to pursue their business; and

f. whether such activity would prove to be profitable.

How foolish to disregard all these uncertainties, each of which is in God’s hand.

What is your life? (lit. of what character is your life?)

Stop and consider, before you make plans for the future, determine what sort of life you
have. Is it permanent?

Is it abiding, enduring, possessed of those qualities which assure that you will be here
tomorrow, next week or the following year?

I. Life is a gift from God.




Mankind is not in this world by accident.

God created man and gave him life. Gen.2:7

Eccl. 12:1 “Remember now your creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult
days come and the years draw near whey you say I have no pleasure in them.

God is our creator. We are not the result of blind chance.

We are the creation of an intelligent cause, God.

Acts 17:25 “Nor is he worshiped with men’s hands, as though he needed anything, since
he gives to all life, breath and all things.

Human life is sacred. Yet many place little value on it.

Murder is common place

Millions of unborn babies murdered every year.

Since God gave us life, we are responsible to him how we live it. (It’s my life, I can do
what | like) They throw their life away so to speak.

Eccl. 12:13 “Now let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter...”

Mt. 5:16 “Ye are the light of the world...let you light so shine.

Rev. 20:12 “And I saw the dead small and great standing before God and the books...”
Rom. 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death...”

In life we are either builders or wreckers.

We leave behind something worthwhile or we squander our life and leave negative
examples.

1Cor.3:10 regarding his work for the Lord Paul said “According to the grace of God
which was given me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation and another
builds on it. But let each one take heed how he builds on it.”

Just as Paul warned the Corinthians that they needed to be careful how they built on the
foundation he had laid, even so we must be careful how we build in this life.
Mt.7:24-27 “He that heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them I will liken to a wise
man who built his house on the rock the rains,--flood---wind blew and the house stood
because it was founded on the rock...”

I1. Life is filled with conflict and war.

There is a constant battle between right and wrong, truth and error, the flesh and the
spirit.

Mt.26:41 “...the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

1Cor.9:27 “I beat and bruise my body, lest after having preached to others...”

Mt. 6:24 “No man can serve two masters...” Didn’t say “no man should” he said “no
man can.” It is impossible.

True of God and money, also true of flesh and spirit.

Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no...”

“Flesh™ “walking after the flesh means that we are dominated by the appetites and
passions of the fleshly ethical behavior. The law of sin is controlling our life.

Romans 7:1 “For when we were in the flesh, the motions (passions) of sins which were
by the law did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.”

Romans 8:5 “For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that
are after the spirit, the things of the spirit. Here the battle is joined.

A constant struggle between right and wrong. This is life.

We either follow all that is in the world or we follow the Lord.




Romans 13:14 “but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ and make not provision for the flesh
to fulfill the lusts thereof.”

There is no neutrality.

HI. Life is Brief.

The text says that life is a “vapor” or a “mist.”

Nothing is more unsubstantial than a vapor. It is an excellent representation of the brevity
of life. Job said: My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and are spent without hope
Oh remember that my life is a breath; The eye of him that seeth me shall behold me no
more; Thine eyes shall be upon me, but I shall not be. As the cloud is consumed and
vanisheth away, So he that goeth down to Sheol shall come up on more. He shall return
no more to his house, neither shall the place know him any more.” Job 7:6-10

In the bible life is compared to: Water spilt on the ground, to a flying shadow which flits
across the sky and in whose shade the toiler rests briefly and looks up only to find that it
has flown away. To a frail and fragile flower; to sleep, to a dream, to a handbreadth,

To a shepherd’s tent which has been removed, to a tale that is told, to a long journey one
is about to undertake.

These are Inspiration’s answers to the question: What Is Your Life?

Job 14:1-2 Man that is born of woman is of few day and full of trouble...”

Psalms 90:10 “The days of our years are threescore and ten; and if by reason of strength
they be fourscore years yet is their strength labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off and we
fly away.”

Psalms 90:12 “So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”

IV. Life is Filled With Choices.
Man is different from other creatures in that we have the ability to reason and make

decisions.
Napoleon: “In every battle there is a crisis, tenor 15 minutes only on which the whole
outcome depends, to make proper use of this short space of time means victory, its

neglect, defeat.”
The most important decisions of life center around matters of truth and error, right and

wrong, God and Satan.



