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What Will Be Left Standing?
Mt. 24:1-2

These verses have reference to the destruction of the city of Jerusalem. At the time
spoken, no event seemed more improbable. The Temple was vast, rich and splendid.

Yet in the short space of 40 years this was accomplished. Jerusalem was taken by the
Roman Armies under Titus in 70 AD. He built a wall around the city to prevent any
provisions being brought in. Thus a mighty famine followed. During the siege the famine
became so great that one woman killed and roasted her own baby. They ate what animals
refused to touch. Josephus says that after the city was taken, Titus gave orders to
“demolish the whole city and temple, except three towers which he reserved standing.”
When attacked, however, by the army their hatred for the Jews was so great that the
temple was utterly and completely destroyed. The Christians being warned fled the city,
and there is no evidence that a single Christian perished in the city. “Rushing into the city,
they slew whomsoever they found without distinction and burned the houses and all the
people who had fled into them; and when they entered for the sake of plunder, they found
whole families of dead persons, and houses full of carcasses destroyed by the famine. The
killed all they met. And filled the lanes with dead bodies. The whole city ran with blood.
So much so that many things burning were extinguished by the blood. One million one
hundred thousand perished. Many hundreds were whipped then tortured and finally
crucified. So many that they ran out of wood to use for crosses. The temple was set ablaze
and reduced to rubble. The fire melted the gold-leaf ornamentation on the temple ceiling,
causing the melted gold to leak down into the crevices of the ruins and rubble below. In
order to remove it, the Roman soldiers pried apart the stones, thereby dismantling the
entire edifice. “Not one stone was left on another.”

Today we live in an age of uncertainty, a time of shifting and change. Nothing seems to
be permanent. There is a constant upheaval, a shaking down and passing away of the
things belonging to time. One wonders “what will be left standing?”” There have been
tremendous changes in the fields of transportation, communication, the sciences,
governments, and religion. Morally we have witnessed changing attitudes regarding
morals. Such things as murder, rape, abortion, euthanasia, etc. are no longer frowned
upon by many. In religion we have observed the new doctrines of “God is Dead.” “the
new morality” as well as the softening of age old Catholic doctrines; the ecumenical
movement; the humanizing of Christ, and the widespread effects of the social gospel.

In the church we have seen gross departures from ancient landmarks and the adoption of
startling and new innovations. Indeed, these are earthquake times. Heb.12:27-29 “Now
this, yet once more indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of
things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore since



we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace by which we may
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a consuming fire.”

Paul assures us here that the shaking down of human schemes, institutions, doctrines and
devices only reveal more clearly the fact that there are things “that cannot be shaken.”
Hence, we ask “what will be left standing.

I. The Kingdom or Church Will Stand Forever.
In Mt.16:18 Jesus said that the gates of Hades would not prevent it being built.

The prophets of old foretold of its stability. Dan.2:44 “And in the days of these kings the
God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people. It shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms
and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain
without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay and silver and the
gold, the great God has made known to the king what will come to pass after this. The
dream is certain and its interpretation is sure.” Heb. 12:28 declared that “it cannot be
shaken.” It will be standing when all human institutions are gone. The Lion’s club, and all
such like. Will vanish, but the church will remain. Denominations will all be rooted up.
Jesus declared “every plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted
up” Mt.15:13. Membership in any other organization is not equal in importance to
membership in the Lord’s church. Only the church will be left standing.

II. The Truth, God’s Eternal Word.

Jno.8:32 “Ye shall know the ...” Jesus said Hence there is truth, and we can know it.

Jno. 17:17 “Sanctify them by thy truth, thy word is truth.” The Kingdom will remain,
because it is founded upon the truth. As long as the truth remains, so also the church.
Mt.24:35 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word shall never pass away.”

1Peter 1:24-25 “All flesh is as grass and the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass
withers, and its flower falls away, but the word of the Lord endures forever. Now this is
the word which by the gospel was preached to you.” God’s word will be standing when
all the creeds, confessions of faith and words of man have passed away and pailed into
insignificance. John 12:48 “The words I speak unto you the same shall judge you in the
last day.” Rev. 20:12 “I saw the dead small and great standing before God, and the books
were opened and another book was opened which was the book of life, and the dead were
judged out of the things written in the books.”

[II. The Assurance of Pardon.

Romans 8:2 “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hat made me free from the
law of sin and death.” 2Tim. 1:12 “For which cause I suffer also these things; yet I am not
ashamed; for I know him whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him against that day.” Romans 8:16 “The Spirit himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” We can know that we are the
children of God and that our sins have been pardoned, if we obey the teachings of the




Spirit as they are revealed in the bible. What does the spirit say we need to do in order to
be pardoned?

The Spirit Our spirit
Hear the word Romans 10:17 Yes, I have heard the word
Believe the word Hebrews 11:1 Yes, I believe
Repent of sins Luke 13:3; Acts 17:31 Yes, I have repented
Confess Christ Acts 8:37 Yes, I have made the confession
Baptism to be saved Mark 16:16 Yes, | have been baptized

In the above diagram we see that when we agree with what the Spirit teaches, and obey
His commands then our spirit agrees with His spirit and the conclusion is that we are the
children of God. Hence we have the assurance of pardon. This assurance will remain, it
will stand for it is founded on the Word of God. The ideas of man about pardon will not
stand. They are not sure, but doubtful. Such things as reams, visions, feelings etc., are not
reliable. They are subjective in nature and cannot be given as proof of pardon.

IV. The Love of God.

The love of man is changeable, fickle, it can shift and be shaken by many things such as
illness, money, another person etc. , love on the other hand is immovable and unshakable.
Paul in Romans 8:37-39 writes “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us, For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth nor
any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” The things of life that often interfere with the love we have for
others, will not deter God in his love for us. Regarding our love the scripture says “And
because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.” Mt.24:12 Our love is
often affected by the things that happen about us. Worldly lusts, fleshly desires,
temptations of life, even physical infirmities often interfere with the love we have for
God. But God’s love for us never changes. It will remain forever.

Jno. 3:16 God loved, God gave, that we might be saved. His love is everlasting. It will
stand when all others fail us.

V. The Home of The Soul.

Our homes in this world can be destroyed. Fire, storm, theft etc. Families are often torn
apart by death, sickness, divorce, and discord. Not so with our heavenly home:
2Cor.5:1-2 “For we know that if the earthly house of our tabernacle be dissolved we have
a building from God, a house not make with hands eternal in the heavens.”

This old house (body) is decaying. It will be dissolved. “A house not made with hands”
awaits us in the resurrection.” “Eternal in the heavens” i.e. when our spirit is clothed with
that wonderful and glorious spiritual body, decay and death shall be no more. Peter
writes in 2Peter 3:11 “Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy living and godliness?”” We must prepare for our




heavenly home. Many are not getting ready for that home. They are placing all their hopes
on homes in this world. Jesus said Jno.14:1-2 “Let not your hearts be troubled, believe in
God, believe in me, in my father’s house are many mansions if it were not so I would
have told you I go to prepare a place for you and if I go I will come again and receive you
to myself that where I am there ye may be also.” What a blessed thought. Our eternal
home will not decay. It cannot be touched by death, or destruction. It is the home of the
soul. An eternal home of bliss. It will stand forever.

It will stand forever.

VI. The Obedient.

1John 2:15 “Love not the world nor the things in the world, for all that is in the world the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the Father but of the
world, and the world and the lust thereof passeth away, but he that doeth the will of the
Lord abideth forever.” Note carefully the words “...but he that doeth the will of the Lord
abideth forever.” The righteous obedient will be left standing when all men have fallen.

We read in 1Samuel 15:22-23 “ So Samuel said: Has the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams, for rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord,
He also has rejected you from being king.” The importance of obedience is seen here. It is
better than sacrifice, or whatever we might be inclined to substitute in its place.

Mt.25:32 “All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.” Only the righteous will be
saved. They will stand. The disobedient will be sent away into eternal destruction. v.34
“Then the king will say to those on his right hand, Come you blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.” v. 41 “Then He will

also say to those on the left hand, Depart from Me you cursed into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels.” Will you be left standing when all else has fallen?
Think about it, and make your preparations today.



