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God’s Plan For Unity
Good morning and welcome to our program. It is certainly good to have you with us. We appreciate
your loyalty in viewing our program. Today I want to talk with you about God’s plan for unity. In
John 17:20-21 Jesus prayed that his disciples might “all be one as thou father art in me and I in thee
that they may also be one in us, that the world may believe that You have sent Me.” That prayer is still
applicable today. The world of religion, however, is terribly divided. Hundreds of religious
organizations, all claiming to be the church Jesus built, speaking different doctrines, wearing different
names, and following different rules. The Lord, however, has a plan for unity. If that plan is followed
unity will exist. Let me read it to you, it is found in Ephesians 6:3-6. I want to begin today by talking
about I. The Evils Of Division.
1. Division is wrong because it is opposed to the prayer of Christ in Jno. 17:20
2. Division is wrong because it is contrary to scripture--1Cor.1:10 “Now I plead with you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
3. Division is wrong because it results in a waste of time, means and energy.
4. Division is wrong because it retards the salvation of the world. But what are the
II. Causes of Division?
There is no division over what the bible says. Division is caused by a departure from the divine
pattern. Professed Christians are divided over what the bible does not say about: wearing human
names, creeds, church government, baptism, worship etc. etc. If this is true, then what is
III. The Way To Unity?
Before we can unite in religion, in a way that will please the Lord, we must seek for and find the true
basis of unity. It can be found, but in order to capture it, there are some things that must be cast aside.
Illustration: Suppose I possess the only knife in existence. Someone sees it, and wants one also. This
person takes out one blade of my knife and then makes the rest of the parts until he also has a knife.
Another person sees my knife and decides he wants one also, so he takes out another blade and builds
another knife. This process results in a number of knives being produced. Not one of them can claim
to have the original knife. There is, however, a way that the original knife can be produced. If each
person who took a piece of the original knife will give back the part that was taken, we can reproduce
the original knife. This process will result in a number of left over parts. That, however, is not the
fault of the original owner. The same is true of human denominations. Each one contains some truth.
But that which is peculiar to each, is of human origin. If each would emphasize only truth and teach
only that which was a part of the original pattern, we could have unity. The ground of unity is
characterized by two things: (1) That which is held in common, and (2) that which is scriptural.

Suppose three men from different denominations came together to discuss unity. They agree to test
each article of faith characteristic of their particular belief.







