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Good morning and welcome to Let The Bible Speak. It is so good to have you with us on our program
today. We appreciate the fact that you set aside this portion of your Sunday morning to study the bible
with us. Romans 15:4 makes it clear that the things which were written aforetime (that is, during the
Old Testament period) were written for our (those of us who have lived since the beginning of the New
Testament dispensation) learning and our admonition. This means that people living today are to search
Old Testament Scriptures in order to see how the principles which are involved therein might be used
to better understand the message of the New Testament. For this reason it is altogether appropriate,
even necessary, to study the lives of both wicked and righteous men. In this sermon, we are studying
King Hezekiah, and our aim is to deal with the principles which motivated his attitudes and actions,
and explain the relevance and significance of those principles to those of us today.

Lessons Learned From Hezekiah.

I. One Can Overcome the Influence of an Evil Father.

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah was a very wicked man. Some scholars have regarded him as the most
wicked king who ever ruled the nation of Judah. Ahaz was guilty of idolatry.

He forsook the worship of God and in its place worshiped the gods of the heathen.

Such worship was foul and degrading, and is best described by the words of 2Kings 16:3 as “the
abominations of the heathen. This worship included the practice of child sacrifice. Ahaz made his own
son “pass through the fire” i.e. he offered his own child as a burnt offering to a pagan god. Ahaz made
alliances with foreign nations (Assyria) which led him deeper into sin. He paid dearly for this alliance,
by taking the silver and gold from the temple and sending it to the King as a gift, in exchange for his
friendship.

He plundered the house of God It is a fearful thing to take what rightfully belongs to God and give it to
another. Ahaz also set up a heathen alter in the house of the Lord.

While in Damascus visiting the king of Assyria, he saw an alter used in the worship of heathen gods.
He sent to Urijah, the priest, a description of the alter, who caused a similar alter to be erected in the
temple at Jerusalem. Upon his return, he substituted the pagan alter in place of the alter of the Lord.
Such was the kind of environment from which Hezekiah emerged. In spite of the fact that his father,
Ahaz was a very wicked man, he did not allow that to deter him from loving and serving God. When
ones father is wicked it seems easy (judging by what often happens in human life) for the sons to
follow the same lifestyle. The lesson from Hezekiah is that one can be a good man, faithful to God,
even if his own father was or is a very wicked person. Ezek. 18:20 “The soul who sins shall die, the
son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of
the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.” We all
recognize the truth of this passage.

But we also recognize the difference between guilt and influence. Each person determines his own
destiny. Hezekiah, determined to do right even though he lived in the house of a man who did not.
People should consider this with respect to religion. Those who cling to the religion of their parents,
even though it is wrong, make a terrible mistake. Just as those who follow in the steps of wicked

parents.
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