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How Much Does Your Religion Cost You?
2Samuel 24:18-25

We generally think of our religion as a source of comfort, or as a power which enables us
to face nobly and victoriously the responsibilities and ordeals of life. In so doing, we
become aware of the dividends that it pays, and the inducements to aid us in living the
Christian life. Seldom do people think of religion in terms of its cost. But we really
should. A religion that returns great dividends is also one that extracts great cost. The
scene of our text is the threshing floor of Araunah, king of the Jebusites.

1. David had grieved God by numbering the people of Israel, and three things were
proposed as punishment upon David: (1) seven years of famine; (2) three months
invasion by David’s enemies, or (3) three days of pestilence..(from the Lord)

2. David was offered his choice of any one of these three. He decided to fall into the
hands of God for mercy. So the Lord sent the pestilence. (v.15)

3. In order to bring an end to this mighty and terrible curse, David was sent to rear an alter
upon which oxen were to be offered as burnt offerings unto God.

4. When Araunah understood the mission of David, he generously offered him not only
the ground upon which to build the alter but also the oxen for the sacrifices and the other
things that might be needed in the service.

5. But David was resolved to pay the full price. It was here that two generous souls met:
Araunah was very willing to give, but David was determined to buy.

6. Thus when David was offered a cheap way to serve God, he repudiated and refused it.
He would not practice a religion that came to him on easy terms.

Once there was a rich man who was approached by several preachers. They each tried to
get him to attend their church. “What will it cost”? He always asked. They assured him
they were not after his money. He was then approached by a preacher of the gospel who
tried to get the man to obey the truth. He again asked “what will it cost me?” When
finally told that it would cost him everything, he replied “this is the religion I have been
looking for, I don’t want a cheap religion.”

What a change it would make in the Lord’s church if all Christians would seriously say in
their souls with David, “Neither will I offer...offerings unto the Lord my God of that
which cost me nothing.”

1. Service To God, If It Is To Possess Any Value. Is Very Costly.
Things worth possessing never come easy.

A. Education is costly.
1. The financial cost is great, but not greater than the demand made of the student in






