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Leaving Your First Love

This morning I want to talk with you about the church located in Ephesus. This was one
of the churches located in Asia Minor. We have the divine correspondence recorded in
Revelation chapter two. The city of Ephesus was situated in Asia Minor. It was a wealthy,
magnificent city, where oriental religions and Greek culture met. The famous temple of
Diana was here, this goddess was worshipped by all Asia Minor. The temple was one of
the seven wonders of the ancient world. Paul would have preached here had providence
allowed in the early stages of his second tour (Acts 16:6). At the close of the journey on
his way from Corinth to Jerusalem he stopped at Ephesus; preached in the synagogue, and
promised to return (Acts 18:19-21). He spent three years in Ephesus on his third tour
(Acts 20:31 and Chap. 19). From here Paul wrote the Corinthian church (1Cor.16:8-9).
Timothy labored with the church (1Tim. 1:3) and was urged by Paul to remain there in
order to teach the church to refuse fables and endless genealogies.
There were two letters written to the church at Ephesus, one by the apostle Paul and the
other by Jesus Christ. Though written by the hand of John, the letter was dictated by the
Lord Himself. Rev. 1:4-5 and 18-19. Today we are going to notice the contents of this
letter and the valuable lessons that we can glean from its message. We begin our study by
noticing: The Savior’s Praise:
A, There were four things good about this church for which the Lord commended it.
1. Its Work “I know thy work and thy labor.” v.2

a. It could not be said of this church what was said of the church in Sardis. Rev. 3:1
“...These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: I know
your works that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead.”
b. There is no place in the church for an idler. John 9:4 “I must work the works of Him
who sent me while it is day; the night is coming when no man can work. 1Cor.3:9 “For
we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.” Titus 2:14
“...and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.”
2. Its Endurance “And thy patience” (patient endurance RSV a. When work had to be
done under trying circumstances they endured with patience. b.With steadfastness they
had borne up under the burdens of meeting false teachers and doctrines. ¢. They had
patiently maintained their defense of the truth in the name of Christ.
3. Its Discipline—-they had set themselves against: a. Evil men “Thou canst not bear
them which are evil.” V. 2 (1) It is right to bear patiently with a weak brother--Rom.14:1
“Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.” (2) But
we are not to endure evil men. Rom.16:17 “Mark those who cause divisions...avoid them.
1John 10-11 “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him
into your house nor greet him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.” They also
set themselves against b. False doctrine “Thou hast tried them that say they are apostles,






