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The family is the most basic and ancient of all institutions, and it remains the fundamental
social unit in every society. All societies do not treat marriage, divorce and remarriage
alike. In all western nations, the law insists that a man have only one wife at a time and a
woman only one husband at a time. This ideal, however, is held by a minority of societies
in the world.

In a cross-cultural study George Murdock (1949) found that of 238 mostly pre-industrial
societies, only 43 insisted on restricting marriage to one mate at a time. In 4 of the
remaining societies a woman was permitted to have more than one husband, and all the
rest permitted husbands to have more than one wife at a time.

The divorce rate in the United States is the highest in the world, with fifty percent of all
recent marriages ending in divorce. The average duration of a marriage is seven years.
The rate of divorce among second marriages is sixty-three percent, and eighty percent for
third marriages. Divorce is most common among urban couples, those who marry young,
those who have known each other for only a short time, and those having relatives or
friends who disapprove of the marriage.

Marriage is ordained and regulated by God. Genesis 2:24-25 “Therefore shall a man leave
his father and his mother and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh...”
Matthew 19: 4-6 “And he answered and said unto them. Have ye not read, that the which
made them at the beginning made them male and female. And said For this cause shall a
man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall twain be one
flesh? Wherefore they are no longer twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.”

From these verses it is evident that God intends for one husband to be joined to one wife
for life. God did make two women to be wives for Adam. He did not make two males to
be husbands for Eve. God joins the husband and wife together. This union takes priority
over parental loyalties. This union is for life and second marriages are adulterous. This is
God’s general rule for marriage. Jesus said “what therefore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder.” Paul said “And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the
Lord, let not the wife depart from her husband: but and if she depart, let her remain
unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.”
1Corinthians 7:10-11.






