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NOT FOR SALE
1Kings 21:1-2

In about 874BC, during the period of the Divided Kingdom, Ahab became the seventh
king in disunited Israel. Ahab was a wicked man “who did evil in the sight of the Lord,
more than all that were before him.” He set up an altar to Baal in the temple of Baal,
which he had built in Samaria, and he served and worshipped him. He did more to
“provoke the Lord God of Israel and all the kings before him.” He was married to
Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal. A more wicked or diabolical wretch never lived. What
he could not think of in mischief and evil, she could. Next door to the palace where Ahab
and Jezebel lived was a little garden owned by Naboth, the Jezreelite. We don’t know
much about this quiet little man, but what we do know excites admiration in us for his
sense devotion to family. He refused to sell vineyard to the king, because it was his
inheritance. Ahab, became mad and sullen, he goes home and pouts, then goes to bed,
and turns his face to wall, and refuses to eat. Jezebel asks why he is sullen? He tells her.
Her reply gives insight into her greedy, gaudy, evil soul. “You’re the king, arise eat and
be happy, I'll get the vineyard for you.” She then writes letters in Ahab’s name,
proclaiming a fast, and arranges for, Naboth to be seated with high honor among the
people. Two scoundrels are then to declare that they heard him blaspheme God and the
king. They then took him outside the city and stoned him. She then told her husband
“arise and take the vineyard.”

When God saw all this he dispatched Elijah, his prophet to the scene, who arrives just as
Ahab is inspecting his newly acquired real estate. “Are you he who troubles Israel” asks
Ahab. “Have you murdered and also taken possession?” replies Elijah. Then he says “In
the place where the dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even
yours.” This frightened Ahab, and he changed his behavior for a while, but was soon
back up to his old tricks. He and Jehoshaphat, who was king in Judah, became as thick as
thieves. They agreed to go down and capture Ramoth Gilead from the Syrians. Ahab
disguised himself, when the battle was engaged, hoping that no one would recognize him.
However, “a certain man drew his bow at random” and struck Ahab between the joints
of armor. They propped him up in the Chariot and headed for home. The king died, and
when his chariot arrived home, his body was removed, and someone washed the chariot
at the pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood while the harlots washed his
armor. A sad end to a sad life.

Just as in the case of Naboth’ vineyard, there are certain things that are not for sale, nor
should they be.

I. My name is not for sale.

“A good name is to be more desired than great riches...” Prov.22:4







