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Revive Thy Work In The Midst Of The Years
Habakkuk 3:2

Habakkuk lived during a time of idolatry and lawlessness. God declared his intentions to
bring judgment upon Judah and Jerusalem. The prophet responded “O Jehovah, I have
heard the report of thee, and am afraid.” His fear draws him closer to God and he calls
upon Jehovah to “revive His work in the midst of the years, to carry out his purpose now
as He has in the past.” When things get “out of sorts” they need reviving. Flowers that
become limp, droopy, and ugly need reviving. Field crops that are drought stricken, or a
man who has passed out, needs reviving. Individuals and churches are to be judged by the
same measure of revival by which we judge flowers, crops and fainting forms.

Some churches are but relics of their former selves; they are fossilized bodies, spiritual
corpses that need restoring to life, work, and devotion to God.

As long as churches are weak--weak in number, weak in knowledge of God’s word, weak
in wisdom for God’s work, weak in prayer, weak in labor, then we need a revival.

As long as churches are lukewarm--lukewarm in church attendance, lukewarm in soul
concern, lukewarm over the plight of backsliders, lukewarm in concern for the teeming
millions now far down the slopes of hell, lukewarm in their attitude toward themselves in
their ripped, raveled, and rundown-at-the-heels condition WE NEED A REVIVAL.

As long as churches are spiritually dead--lifeless, immovable, inactive, painless, useless,
laborless, fruitless, indifferent, and heedless to God’s voice, then we need a revival.

I. The Bible Teaches The Need For Revival In All Ages.

One of the great responsibilities God placed on the prophets of the Old Testament was to

lift up their voices against sin and cry for revival.
1. Isaiah was a revivalist. He cried “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous

man his thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord.” Isa.55:7
9 Jeremiah was a revivalist. He pleaded “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and
see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way and walk therein and ye shall find

rest for your souls.” Jere.6:16

3. Ezekiel was the prince of revivalists. He said “as | live, saith the Lord God, I have no
pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn
ye, turn ye from your evil ways; and why will ye die, O house of Israel?” Ezek. 33:11

4. God through Hosea promised Israel that if they would “dwell under his shadow” they
would “revive as corn.” Hosea 14:7

5 Jonah had but one message, that of repentance and revival: “yet forty days and
Nineveh shall be overthrown” John 3:4

6. The matchless Malachi was a revivalist of the supreme class, who accused backslidden
Israel: “Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from mine ordinances, and
have not kept them. Return unto me, and I will return unto you, saith the Lord of hosts™







