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Revelations 16:13-16

The battle of Armageddon is the most sensational aspect of dispensational
pre-millennialism. The dispensationalist sees it as a great and terrible conflict, a bloody

holocaust such as has never been seen before. The battle is to happen in our time, and will
precede the visible coming of Christ.

L Definiti

Pre-millennialism Teaches that Christ will return to earth before beginning a 1000 year
reign from Jerusalem. The doctrine originated in the late second century and gradually
disappeared in the third century, until its revival in relatively modern times.

Dispensationalism Teaches that God created the world in 6 days and on the 7th he rested,
so all history is divided into 7 dispensations, the final one being the millennium.

Dispensationalism was crystallized by John N. Darby (1800-1882) and popularized by C.
I. Scofield.
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Chronological Development:

1. Christ, came to earth to set up His kingdom. But he was surprisingly rejected by the
Jews. As an afterthought, he set up the Church instead.

2. Since returning to heaven, the bridegroom has “tarried” but “signs” (especially those in
- Mt.24) indicate his return is immanent.

3. The “first stage” of his coming will be “quiet” and “invisible” at which time the “living
righteous” will be raptured and the dead saints resurrected.

4. This begins a seven-year “tribulation” period. During the first half--Solomon’s temple
will be rebuilt and the sacrifices of the Jewish law will be reactivated.

During the last half--a bloody conflict will ensue which will be consummated by the battle
of Armageddon.

5. Christ, then after the Armageddon victory, will begin His 1000 year reign on David’s

throne in Jerusalem, after which the wicked dead are raised. Then the judgment and
eternity begins.

Review of these points:

1. The rejection of Christ is no surprise. Psa.118:22 “The stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.” (Jesus applies to himself in Mt.21:42) Christ did







