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The End Of All Things

Good morning and welcome to Let The Bible Speak. It is good to have you with us today.
We always appreciate the opportunity to come into your home and study with you about
things that make for a better life here and an even better one in the world to come. Today
I want to direct your attention to 1Peter 4:7 “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore
be serious and watchful in your prayers.” The meaning of this phrase has been the subject
of much dispute. Some commentators affirm that it is a direct reference to the speedy
return of Christ, and go so far as to claim that both Christ and the apostles believed and
taught the idea. Careful examination, however, seems to clearly indicate that neither
Christ nor the apostles taught or believed that the second advent would occur in their
generation or at a time immediately in the future.

(1) Jesus declared that he himself did not know the day nor hour (Mt.24:36) of his return.
This being the case, it is certain that no apostle could know.

(2) Christ said “Wheresoever the gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world,
that also which this woman hath done (Mary’s anointing) shall be spoken of for a
memorial of her” (Mark 14:9). Preaching the gospel in the whole world was a task
involving generations and centuries, not merely a lifetime.

(3) Christ, in an analogy spoken in the parable of the talents, said “Now after a long time
the lord of those servants cometh™ (Mt.25:19); there is nothing here that speaks of any
“speedy return.”

(4) Paul evidently did not expect the second coming in his lifetime, since he spoke of his
own resurrection from the dead along with the resurrection of all the Corinthians, as an
event scheduled for the future (2Cor.4:14). Furthermore, his saying, “We shall not all
sleep” (1Cor. 15:51) refers to the ultimate fact of Christians who may be alive at the
coming of the Lord, and not either to himself or the Corinthians of his generation.

(5) In his letters to the Thessalonians, written before the Corinthian letters, Paul affirmed
that “the coming shall not be except the apostasy come first” (Thess.2:3), and the
apostasy was understood to involve a great amount of time. The weight of scriptural
evidence is against the idea of anyone knowing the time of the Lord’s second return. The
temptation, however, to speculate about it has been so great that a number of men have
ventured to predict it. William Miller, the founder of Seventh Day Adventism, predicted
that Christ would return in 1843. Disappointed, he revised his figures and set the time at
October 22, 1844. When this failed, he could see that he had been wrong. And it should
be said to his credit that he, at that time, withdrew from the field of religious leadership.
He wrote: “We expected the second coming of Christ at this time, and now to contend
that we were not mistaken is dishonest. I have no confidence in any new theories that
grew out of the movement.” (Quoted by Cantright in his book Seventh-Day Adventism
Renounced, p.77) Joseph Smith, the founder of Mormonism, also prophesied about the







