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Matt.6:33

One of the great challenges of life, is the task of arranging our lives according to those
things most important to us. Learning to prioritize is a very difficult and often time
consuming task. If one has several bills, but only so much money, which bill does he/she
pay first? How is the determination made? In spiritual matters, man and God do not
always see alike. Isa.55:8-9 “For my ways are not your ways saith the Lord, for as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways from your ways and my thoughts from

your thoughts.”
The purpose of our study is to discover some of the things God puts first.

I. The First Thing To Do
Matthew 23:26 “Woe to you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites. For you cleanse the

outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-indulgence. Blind
Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the outside of them may be
clean also.”

The Lord charges that these people showed a fair exterior of conduct, while they are
secretly practicing the most abominable wickedness. Two forms of such hypocrisy are
mentioned by Jesus: (1) secret commercial dishonesties and (2) secret licentiousness.
The Lord illustrates by saying they cleaned the outside of the cup and platter, but within,
they are full from extortion and excess. The vessels for food and drink are used to enforce
a moral lesson: While they cleansed these vessels, on the outside, they did not bother to
wash the inside both of which were dirty. By the same token they appeared good on the
outside, but inside they were dirty and evil. Their hearts were not right. The lesson being
that they could never be pleasing to God until they “first” cleansed their hearts. The
important thing was being right with God. Having a pure heart, not how they appeared
outwardly. The same lesson is taught in 15:18-19 “For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders etc. (Not what goes in the mouth, but that which comes out is what
defiles a man.) The heart must be cleansed before our lives can be clean. “Keep thy heart
with all diligence for out of it are the issues of life.” “As a man thinketh in his heart so is

he.” Prov. 23:7

II. The First Thing To Remove.

“First cast out the beam out of thine own eye...” Mt. 7:1-6

“Judge not,” Jesus said. I do not have the right to judge another’s motives.

How can we say that another is guilty of a sin, when we are guilty of the same sin in a
magnified form? The first thing we must do is correct our own mistakes, then we can help
correct others. From the teaching of Jesus here, we have several proverbs, that come

down to us.

“He who lives in a glass house should not throw stones”






