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When He Came To Himself
Good moming and welcome to Let The Bible Speak. It’s a real pleasure to have you with us today. I
want to thank you for tuning in. In Luke 15:17 we read of a young man who had wasted his
inheritance in a foolish way. We are then told “But when he came to himself, he said, How many of
my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger.” That is, when he
saw himself as he was, his frailties and perverseness on the one hand and his better self and nobility
on the other. We commonly refer to this young man as the prodigal son. It’s always a tragedy to learn
the hard way. It’s expensive tuition. It certainly was for this young man. He not only had lost sight of
his Father, home and family, but he had lost sight of himself, his reason, his better nature and all that
constituted him a man. He pictured himself a capable, enterprising, independent young man who
could manage his own affairs successfully and make his mark in the world, if only he were free from
the restraints of home. When given the chance to find out, plus his share of the inheritance, the
enterprising young man became a vile sinner, a pauper, a starving enslaved feeder of swine. It was in
the pig-pin where he came to himself. He made a real discovery. Self-knowledge opened his eyes to
himself, He knew who he was, and what he had done. The young man of our text is not the only
person who failed to know themselves as they should. There are others, among them
1. David, one of the all time greats who marked his life with a failure to see himself as he was. He fell
in love with a soldier’s wife who lived near the palace. She became pregnant with his child, so he
ordered the captain to place the soldier in harms way, so that he would be killed. He then married the
woman The Lord was displeased with this and sent Nathan, who related the following story to David.
(Two men in one city, one rich had many flocks and herds, the other poor had only one little ewe
lamb. Traveler came to the rich man and he spared to take of his own flock, but took the poor man’s
lamb and dressed it for the man.) David’s anger greatly kindled. “As the Lord liveth, the man that hath
done this, he shall surely die. And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing and had
no pity.” 2Sam. 12:5,6 “And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man”
David looked deep into his own heart, and discovered himself. He saw the real David and he
confessed his sin when he said “I have sinned against the Lord.” 2Sam. 12:13
David saw himself for what he was, and it greatly &oubln%m;His sin was like a shadow that hung

low over him, a constant reminder of his weakness and failyre.

2. The Pharisee who went up to the temple to pray did not is true state either (Luke 18:10-14). He
actually went there to brag on himself. He not only told God how good he was, but even thanked God
that he was not like the poor, downcast publican who stood afar off, The publican, on the other hand,
had a different view of himself. He wouldn’t even lift his eyes to heaven but prayed “God be merciful
to me a sinner.” That was the difference between one who saw himself as he was and the other who
did not.

3. Churches often make this mistake.

They see themselves as the bastion of truth, a citadel of the faith, an anchor of righteousness, when in
- reality they are far from that. So was the church at Laodicea, who had a grossly perverted view of







